
 

Spring Enrollment / Frequently Asked Questions  
(updated 10/21/2020) 

This FAQ sheet will be updated as new information becomes available. 
 
Knox County Schools will continue to offer two learning options in the semester that begins on Jan. 5, 
2021. Students can utilize in-person, on-campus instruction with additional safety measures to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19, or they can utilize our virtual learning program. 
 
If families are happy with their current learning model, they do not need to do anything. However, 
families that want to switch their learning model – from virtual to in-person instruction, or from in-
person to virtual – must do so between Oct. 26 and Nov. 6. 
 
More specifically, the deadline to change instruction models will be 3:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 6. Families 
will be able to make this change using an online form that will be sent by email on Oct. 26 or by 
completing a printed form that will be available at each school. Schools will send an email to families on 
Nov. 10 to confirm each student’s learning model for the spring semester. 
 
 
If my student remains in their current learning model, will they experience any changes in the spring 
semester? 
Our goal is to minimize disruptions to teacher and student schedules for the spring semester. However, 
due to the expected number of student transitions, it is possible that some students who stay in virtual 
learning may be moved into the district’s QuEST program, particularly if their base school sees a 
reduction in its virtual enrollment. Additionally, there is no guarantee that students in either in-person 
or virtual learning will have the same teacher or have access to the same course offerings. 
 
Could my student be required to return to in-person instruction during the spring semester? 
No student will be required to choose in-person instruction during the spring semester. However, 
students who are not demonstrating adequate progress in areas including academics, attendance or 
behavior may be asked to return to in-person instruction for the spring semester at the 
recommendation of the principal. 



Will my middle/high school student have access to the same course offerings as in previous years? 
Due to staffing and scheduling challenges faced by individual schools, course offerings in secondary 
schools may be more limited than in previous years. 
 
Will Pre-K students have the opportunity to change their learning model for the spring semester? 
Pre-K students do not have a virtual option, so no change of learning models is available for those 
students. 
 
*************** 
 
Will my student work with the same teacher if they switch learning models in the spring? 
Our goal is to minimize disruptions to teacher and student schedules for the spring semester. However, 
due to the expected number of student transitions there is no guarantee that a student will have the 
same teacher they had during the fall semester. We will ensure every student has a certified teacher 
and try to keep disruptions to a minimum. 
 
Will my student be able to keep their current schedule if they switch learning models? 
Every effort will be made to ensure that schools offer the same courses, but the expected number of 
student transitions means there is no guarantee a student’s schedule will be exactly the same in the 
spring semester. This is largely due to the staffing and scheduling challenges faced by individual schools 
as they seek to provide necessary courses for both virtual and in-person students. 
 
If my student switches to virtual instruction, will their work be done using live video classes on Teams 
(synchronous) or using pre-recorded videos that can be watched any time (asynchronous)? 
Virtual instruction in Knox County is a blend of both synchronous and asynchronous delivery.  
Instructional delivery is based largely on the age of the student. Elementary instruction is mostly 
synchronous with periods of independent practice and breaks worked in throughout the day. Middle 
and high schools offer a blend of instructional models but are often more reliant on asynchronous 
delivery, with students completing tasks on their own schedule, including check-ins or virtual office 
hours provided by the teacher of record. To be clear, no KCS students are in front of a screen for a full 
7½  hours a day. 
 
Will masks be required for in-person instruction during the spring semester? 
Yes, students and staff will be expected to wear face coverings during the spring semester. 
 
Will the quarantine procedures change during the spring semester, for students who test positive for 
COVID-19 or for students who are potentially exposed? 
KCS will continue to follow the guidance of the Knox County Health Department as it relates to 
quarantine procedures.  
 
Will there be any other changes to the health and safety procedures for in-person instruction during 
the spring semester? 



We do not anticipate any changes. 


