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KEY TO “Category” COLUMN
Schools Listed As:

Category 1 schools are approved by the State Department of Education

Category 1-SP (previously Category 7) schools are Special Purpose schools encompassing some Pre-K programs and transient care facilities serving DCS students.

Category 2 schools are approved by a private school accrediting agency which has been approved by the Tennessee State Board of Education. Schools holding full accreditation status with an approved agency are approved by the State Department of Education.  Currently the following agencies have been approved by the State Board of Education:

Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI)

Catholic Diocese of Knoxville

Catholic Diocese of Memphis

Catholic Diocese of Nashville

E. A. Sutherland Educational Association

Harding Academy of Memphis

Mississippi Private School Association

Southern Conference of the Seventh Day Adventist

Tennessee Association of Christian Schools (TACS)

Tennessee Association of Non-Public Academic Schools (TANAS)

Category 3 schools are regionally accredited (by, for example, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS)).
Category 4 schools are Church-Related Schools as recognized by associations mentioned in TCA 49-50-801.
Category 5 schools are Acknowledged for Operation.
Category 6 provides for International schools associated with a state university and currently has no members.

Schools in Categories 1, 2, 3, and 1-SP are considered to be approved schools for pupils transferring from one school to another and transfer of credits and transcripts.

Students who transfer from Categories 4 and 5 schools back to public school must be tested to determine grade level and number of credits.
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