HOPE Scholarship & Home School Students
In order to be eligible for the HOPE Scholarship, a home school student must be a Tennessee resident for at least one (1) year AND either be registered with a Tennessee local public school district as an “Independent” home school student OR be enrolled in a Category IV church-related “Umbrella” school that is located in the state of Tennessee for at least two (2) years immediately preceding the completion of the home school program.  Tennessee law references (TCA 49-4-902(23) and TCA 49-4-908) are included below.
Please note:  A student who is enrolled in a Category III Online School (that is not located within the state of Tennessee) IS NOT eligible for the HOPE Scholarship UNLESS the student is also registered as an independent home school student with the Tennessee local public school system for at least two (2) years prior to completing the independent home school program.  

TCA 49-4-902 (23)  

	“Home school student” means a student who completed high school in a Tennessee home school program meeting the requirements of § 49-6-3050. For two (2) years immediately preceding completion of high school as a home school student, the student shall have been a student in a home school associated with a church-related school as defined by § 49-50-801 and registered with the Tennessee local school district that the student would otherwise attend as required by § 49-6-3050(a)(2)(C)(i) or an independent home school student whose parent or guardian has given notice to the local director of a Tennessee school district under § 49-6-3050(b)(1) of intent to conduct a home school;
TCA 49-4-908. Requirements for home schooled students, GED recipients or graduates of ineligible high schools. —

To be eligible for a Tennessee HOPE scholarship as an entering freshman, a student who completes high school in a Tennessee home school program after December 1, 2003, who obtains a GED after December 1, 2003, or who graduates from a high school located in Tennessee that is not an eligible high school after December 1, 2003, shall:

     (1)  Meet the requirements of §§ 49-4-904 and 49-4-905;

     (2)  (A)  Attain a composite ACT score of at least 21 on any single ACT test date or a combined SAT score of at least 980 on any single SAT test date, if the student completed high school in a Tennessee home school program or graduated from a high school located in Tennessee that is not an eligible high school; or

          (B)  Pass the GED tests with an average score of at least 525 and attain a composite ACT score of at least 21 on any single ACT test date or a combined SAT score of at least 980 on any single SAT test date, if the student obtained a GED; and

     (3)  Be admitted to and enroll in an eligible postsecondary institution no later than sixteen (16) months after completing high school in a Tennessee home school program, obtaining a GED or graduating from high school.


	

	

	


For more information concerning the HOPE Scholarship, please contact Robert Biggers at Robert.Biggers@tn.gov or 615-253-7453.
