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World History Activity #2 
Cold War 

 
There will be a short video lesson of a Knox County teacher to accompany this task available on 

the KCS YouTube Channel and KCS TV. 
 
Link to Video 
 
Link to Slides 
 
Standard: W.58 ​Describe the characteristics of the Cold War, and explain reasons for the rising 
tensions between the Soviet Union and former Allied powers. 
 
Essential Question: ​Who was primarily responsible for the Cold War, the United States 
or the Soviet Union?  
 
Step 1: Timeline 
Review the key events of the early Cold War. 
 
Step 2: Document A- Iron Curtain Speech 
Read the document and answer the questions that go with it.  
 
Step 3: Document B- The Truman Doctrine 
Read the document and answer the questions that go with it.  
 
Step 4: Record your first hypothesis. 
Who was primarily responsible for the Cold War - the United States or the Soviet Union? 
Use evidence from the documents to support your claims.   
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hcCjUkO9GAaD6IFbcIDLxwQBR3GsMc9h/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_-OX_1fkTbwWVkUGxWUwRUcSf5EZwr2fDP3LfJg_4nI/edit?usp=sharing


 

Step 5: Document C- Soviet Ambassador Telegram 
Read the document and answer the questions that go with it.  
 
Step 6: Document D- Henry Wallace 
Read the document and answer the questions that go with it.  
 
Step 7: Record your second hypothesis. 
Who was primarily responsible for the Cold War - the United States or the Soviet Union? 
Use evidence from the documents to support your claims.   
 
Step 8: Discussion 
Answer the discussion questions. 

Source: Reading Like a Historian 
 



 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

   



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Who was primarily responsible for the start of the Cold War? What evidence do you have 
to support your claim? 

 
 
 
 

2. Which of these documents do you believe is most trustworthy? Why? 
 
 
 
 

3. Did your hypothesis change? How and why? 
 
 
 
 

4. What other evidence would you need to strengthen your claim? 
 


