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2nd Grade Social Studies  
Activity 3 

*There will be a short video lesson of a Knox County teacher to accompany this task available on the KCS YouTube Channel 
and KCS TV. 

Topic: Neil Armstrong, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Goal: To learn the important contributions made by Neil Armstrong, Rosa Parks and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Standards:  2.29, 2.31, and 2.32 Examine the significant contributions made by people of the United 
States: Neil Armstrong, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Included Text for Students to Read: Passages are from Readworks.org 

Tasks for Students to Complete: 
1. Make a timeline of the important dates from the lives of Neil Armstrong, Rosa Parks, and Martin 

Luther Kings, Jr.  Make sure to include the birth and death (if available) dates of each person and 
other important dates in their lives.  You can use a poster board, other paper, or the last page of 
this packet.  Draw a horizontal line across the paper and begin with 1913. Be creative and add 
pictures to go with the events where possible. 

2. Pick one of the three people we learned about to write a narrative about their life.  You can 
even make yourself a character in your narrative and be a part of their life.  Remember a 
narrative can be realistic fiction so include important events from their life and add something 
new to be creative. 

3. Make a collage to compare and contrast Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks. You can print 
pictures from the internet or draw your own.  You can use construction paper, poster board, or 
other paper you have at home to draw or glue your pictures on. 

Additional Links for More Information: 
• You can register for a free brainpop account at www.brainpop.com  

Login and type Rosa Parks or Martin Luther King, Jr. into the search bar 
You can also register for a free brainpopjr. Account at www.brainpopjr.com 
Login and type Rosa Parks or Martin Luther King, Jr. into the search bar 

• Books on youtube.com 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2o0iF7fnsDw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdjpHv1BK-8 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DcJMEDR-87w 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2o0iF7fnsDw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flPFlY8hECk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwZb2mqId0A 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates for Martin Luther King, Jr: 
Born: January 15, 1929 
1954-1968: Leader of the Civil Rights Movement 
December 1, 1955-January 1957: Led Montgomery Bust boycott 
I Have a Dream Speech: August 28, 1963 
Died: (assassinated) April 4, 1968 (shot on the balcony of a hotel in Memphis, TN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Important dates for Rosa Parks: 
Born: February 4, 1913 
Married Raymond Parks in December 18, 1932 
Finished high school in 1933 
Joined the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP in 1954 
Arrested for refusing to give up bus seat: December 1, 1955 (started Montgomery Bus Boycott) 
Died: October 24, 2005 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Important dates for Neil Armstrong: 
Born: August 5, 1930 
1949-1952: he was a naval aviator and served in the Korean War 
1962: selected by NASA to be an astronaut 
July 20, 1969: Landed and walked on the moon.  First man to step on the moon. 
 


