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Until	next	time,		
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Find the word in each box that doesn’t belong. Cross it out,
then write it on the last line in the box where it does belong.

Examining Similarities         Name

Group and Regroup

THINK!
Tell a partner how the words
in each box go together.

fall
inform
swoop
drop
descend
tumble

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

osprey
heron
stamen
emu
petrel
kingfisher

teach
tell
notify
impart
instruct
pond

pollen
stigma
ovule
temple
pistil
petal

shrine
pagoda
mosque
cathedral
church
macaw

bay
lagoon
topple
inlet
lake
gulf

Analogies: Grades 4-5 © Linda Ward Beech, Published by Scholastic Teaching Resources
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Decide how the first two words go together. Choose the word that goes with the third
word in the same way.

Same Class Name

Somehow Alike

THINK!
Explain your answers to a partner.

Tip
lily and dahlia :: fork and spoon
Say to yourself: The first two words are flowers so they are in the same
group or class. The second word pair must name things in the same class too.
The second pair of words names two utensils.

1. rat and shrew :: cobra and _____
cat mouse boa constrictor

2. autumn and winter :: blue and _____
brown cold three

3. cottage and bungalow :: gingham and _____
plaid hut dog

4. banjo and guitar :: canoe and _____
paddle river kayak

5. badminton and volleyball :: wrench and _____
soccer hammer factory

6. perch and halibut :: record and _____
gift trout CD

7. broccoli and turnip :: beret and _____
spinach tam golf

8. necklace and ring :: parsley and _____
dill eat fruit

Analogies: Grades 4-5 © Linda Ward Beech, Published by Scholastic Teaching Resources
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Things can be grouped or classed together because they are alike in some way.
Write two examples from the box for each class below.

Class and Example              Name

Class Names

THINK!
Think of another example for each class.

oak
hill
wrench
watermelon

screwdriver
brown
violinist
poppy

swimming
soccer
drummer
spruce

purple
grape
valley
iris

W
O
R
D

B
O
X

1. Colors

2. Trees

3. Sports

4. Musicians

5. Flowers

6. Tools

7. Fruits

8. Landforms

Analogies: Grades 4-5 © Linda Ward Beech, Published by Scholastic Teaching Resources



What to Do 
MATERIALS • double-sided copies of the five senses template 

(pages 13 and 14)
• scissors
• stapler
• colored pencils

1. Copy the templates for the flap book back-to-back as they appear
in the book. Give one template to each student.

2. Have students cut out the three panels along the thick solid sep-
arating lines.

3. Direct students to fold each panel along the dotted line as shown
below. 

4. Help students slip the panels together so they can see the titles
for each panel. Fasten the top of each book with two staples.

5. Students should follow the directions on each of the panels to
complete their flap books.

burn
the

candle at bo
th

en

ds

w ear
yo

ur

he
art on your

sleev e

save
for a rain

y
da

y
ap

pl
e of your eye m

ad

as a wet he
n

pu
ll

a
ra

bbit out of a
hat
on

cloud nin
e

ba
rk

in
g

up
the wrong

tree fat cat

9
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Five Senses Flap Books
During a unit on the five senses have your students create flap
books that focus on idioms related to sight, hearing, smell, taste,
and touch. See page 15 for a list of these idioms.

Creative Writing
Write a short story that conveys the
meaning of the idiom you selected.

5. Touch

Five Senses Flap Book

4. Taste

List three things that 
“make your mouth water.”

1.

2.

3.

List three things that you like to 
“run off at the mouth” about.

1.

2.

3.

1. Sight

Draw a picture illustrating your description
of something that is “a sight for sore eyes.”

3. Smell

2. Hearing

Meanings of Hearing-Related Idioms

young, inexperienced, and immature

children often hear and understand a lot
more than people give them credit for

eager to listen; sharply attentive

to create something valuable or
beautiful out of something worthless
or ugly

to pay attention and become well-
informed

20 Hands-On Activities for Learning Idioms © Michael Gravois, Scholastic Teaching Resources
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Sight
x A sight for sore eyes

x Apple of your eye

x Beauty is in the eye of the beholder

x Eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth

x Eyes in the back of your head

x More than meets the eye

x Out of sight, out of mind

x Pull the wool over your eyes

x See eye to eye

Hearing
x All ears

x Keep your ear to the ground

x Lend an ear

x Little pitchers have big ears

x Make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear

x Wet behind the ears

Touch
x By the skin of your teeth

x Feel your oats

x Get under your skin

x More than one way to skin a cat

x Touch and go

x Won’t touch something with a 
ten-foot pole

Taste
x Born with a silver spoon 

in your mouth

x Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth

x Down in the mouth

x Foam at the mouth

x Hand-to-mouth existence

x Have your heart in your mouth

x Laugh out of the other side 
of your mouth

x Make your mouth water

x Out of the mouths of babes

x Put your money where your mouth is

x Run off at the mouth

x Straight from the horse’s mouth

x Word of mouth

x Zipper your mouth

Smell
x Come up smelling like a rose

x Cut off your nose to spite your face

x Follow your nose

x Keep your nose to the grindstone

x Look down your nose at someone

x Make it by a nose

x No skin off your nose

x Pay through the nose

x Smell a rat

x Smell something fishy

x Turn up your nose at someone

Idioms Related to the Five Senses

20 Hands-On Activities for Learning Idioms © Michael Gravois, Scholastic Teaching Resources



The following is a teacher/students exchange
from a fifth-grade classroom where students
are solving the first problem in this section of
the book.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Today we are solving a different kind
of logic problem and will use something
called a matrix to help us solve it. 

Show students the first problem and the matrix
and ask them to tell you what they see.

SSttuuddeenntt:: The matrix is like a square with
different parts.

SSttuuddeenntt:: There are names across the top of the
matrix and different kinds of drinks along
the side.

SSttuuddeenntt:: The squares in the middle are empty.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Will someone read the logic problem
and then I’ll read one clue at a time and we
can use the matrix to solve it. 

Have a student read the problem out loud and
then read the first clue.

SSttuuddeenntt:: What does it mean that Jamie and
Sandy are good friends? What does that have
to do with which drink they like best?

TTeeaacchheerr:: Does anyone think they know how
this clue helps us solve the problem?

SSttuuddeenntt:: I think that it means that Jamie and
Sandy can’t be the people who like skim
milk the best because they are friends with
that person. So Jessie has to be the person
who likes skim milk the best. Jamie and
Sandy are good friends with Jessie who likes
skim milk the best.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Does that make sense to all of you?
What can we put in the matrix to help us
remember that it’s Jessie who likes skim
milk the best? We also need to put some-
thing in the matrix to help us remember
that Sandy and Jamie do not like skim milk
the best.

SSttuuddeenntt:: You could put a check where Jessie
and skim milk come together and then put
an ! in the same row under Sandy and
Jamie.

SSttuuddeenntt:: Or you could color in the place to
show that Jessie is the skim-milk person and
put an ! under Sandy and Jamie.

SSttuuddeenntt:: You also need to show that Jessie
can’t like any of the other drinks the best.
So you’ll need to draw !’s underneath
Jessie’s name.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Why don’t I color in the place where
it shows that Jessie likes skim milk the best?

35

Logic With a Matrix
Using a matrix to organize information is a great way to solve certain logic
problems. A matrix helps students isolate the information that is helpful in
solving the problem and eliminate the information that is no longer needed.
Logic problems that have three variables have a very different looking matrix.
Without this visual representation, information is difficult to remember and
consequently difficult for students to use.

Logic Posters, Problems & Puzzles © Honi J. Bamberger, Scholastic Teaching Resources



Then it will be easy to see that Jessie is the
skim-milk person. I’ll put !’s to show that
no other person can have skim milk as their
favorite drink, and to show that Jessie
cannot like any of the other drinks as his
favorite. The next clue says, SSaannddyy lliikkeess aa
bbeevveerraaggee tthhaatt hhaass aann oodddd nnuummbbeerr ooff lleetttteerrss..
Take ten seconds to think about this and
then whisper what you think to your
partner. 

Once students have had this time, call on several
students to share their ideas.

SSttuuddeenntt:: Spring water and orange juice both
have an odd number of letters. There’s
eleven letters in both of these drinks.

TTeeaacchheerr:: So, what does that mean?

SSttuuddeenntt:: It means that we still don’t know
which person likes which drink the best.

TTeeaacchheerr:: OK. Let’s read the next clue. JJaammiiee
ddooeess nnoott lliikkee ffrruuiitt jjuuiicceess.. What does this
clue tell us?

SSttuuddeenntt:: This means that Jamie can’t like
orange juice. Orange juice is a fruit juice.

TTeeaacchheerr:: So, what do I need to do on the
matrix?

SSttuuddeenntt:: You need to put an ! where it shows
Jamie and orange juice. Then you can color
in where it shows Jamie and spring water. If
he doesn’t like orange juice the best, then he
has to like spring water the best.

TTeeaacchheerr:: OK. Now do we know which beverage
Sandy likes the best?

SSttuuddeenntt:: When you put an ! under Jamie and
orange juice that just leaves Sandy and
orange juice. So, Sandy likes orange juice
the best. Color in that square.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Let’s look at the matrix and see if it
shows us who likes which beverage the best.
You’ll need to record your answers so it’s
easier to see them. Look over the matrix and
reread the clues, checking to see that the
answers make sense.

The 18 logic problems that follow include matrices
for students to use to solve them.

36 Logic Posters, Problems & Puzzles © Honi J. Bamberger, Scholastic Teaching Resources



Use the matrices to solve the problems.

55.. Bernice, Florence, Walter, and Sharna collected data about the
places where different classes of students liked to swim.
Bernice surveyed the first-graders, Florence surveyed the
second-graders, Walter surveyed the third-graders, and
Sharna surveyed her classmates in fourth grade. Each
grade level liked a different place to swim. The places were:
the ocean, a lake, a swimming pool, and a pond. Use the
clues to figure out which grade preferred which place to swim.
• Neither the oldest nor the youngest students preferred

swimming in the ocean
• The students who liked swimming

in the lake best, ate lunch each day
with the third and second graders.

• The students Sharna surveyed like
the lake the best.

• Second graders did not prefer the
ocean or a swimming pool.

• The youngest children liked the
pool the best.

66.. Peter, Janice, Andrew, and Samuel
love movies. One loves science-fiction
films, one loves dramas, one loves
comedies, and one loves westerns.
Use the clues to figure out which
person loves each type of movie.
• Andrew and Samuel don’t like

dramas.
• The girl loves science fiction.
• Andrew doesn’t like westerns.

Name

39

Logic With a Matrix

Ocean

Lake

Swimming
Pool

Pond

Bernice
Grade 1

Florence
Grade 2

Walter
Grade 3

Sharna
Grade 4

Science
Fiction

Drama

Comedy

Westerns

Peter Janice Andrew Samuel

Logic Posters, Problems & Puzzles © Honi J. Bamberger, Scholastic Teaching Resources



Use the matrices to solve the problems.

77.. Marie, Brian, Sally, Freddie, and Patricia went on a bike trail
together. Each one rode a different distance. The distances
were: 5 kilometers, 7 kilometers, 10 kilometers, 11
kilometers, and 12 kilometers. Use the clues to figure out
which person rode which distance.
• Brian and the boy who

rode 11 kilometers are
good friends.

• Sally rode exactly twice
as many kilometers as
Patricia.

• Marie rode 5 more
kilometers than Brian.

88.. Gordon, Candi, Nikki, and Stefanie each spent a different
amount of time completing their homework the first week of
school. One spent 5 hours and 20 minutes. One spent 4 hours
and 40 minutes. One spent 3 hours and 45 minutes, and one
spent 6 hours and 15 minutes. Use the clues to figure out how
much time each person spent on their homework the first
week of school.
• If you rounded the number of

minutes that Gordon spent on his
homework to the nearest hundred,
it would be 300 minutes.

• Gordon spent more time than Nikki
on homework.

• Stefanie spent 320 minutes on her
homework.

Name

40

Logic With a Matrix

5 km

7 km

10 km

11 km

12 km

Marie Brian Sally Freddie Patricia

5 hours
20 min.
4 hours
40 min.
3 hours
45 min.
6 hours
15 min.

Gordon Candi Nikki Stefanie
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Venn diagrams, developed by Englishman John
Venn (1834–1923) are a powerful problem-solv-
ing tool allowing students to display attributes
or information from two or three different sets.
Teachers often use this visual representation
when discussing the characters in a piece of
literature or when making observations about
things in science class. The Venn diagram logic
problems that follow provide students with
problems where they will have to add and/or
subtract to figure out answers. In most cases
the Venn diagram provides them with a means
of seeing how the information from the
problem will look.

The following is a teacher/students exchange
from a sixth-grade classroom. This will help
you see how to use these problems with your
own students.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Think of something you can say about
this. 

Show students the Venn diagram and ask them to
describe what they see.

SSttuuddeenntt:: There are two ovals that cross over
each other.

SSttuuddeenntt:: The ovals are empty.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Has anyone ever used one of these
before, or seen one of these?

SSttuuddeenntt:: We use these to write characteristics
of characters in a book. Sometimes two
characters have characteristics that are the
same and you write those in the middle part.

SSttuuddeenntt:: The middle part means that the infor-
mation is the same for both of the
characters.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Has anyone used these in any other
classes?

SSttuuddeenntt:: We used them in math class in third
grade when we did data collection.

TTeeaacchheerr:: So, this diagram has a special name.
It’s called a Venn diagram. It’s actually
named after a man named John Venn who
used these to solve logic problems. We’re
going to use them to solve logic problems,
too. 

Show the first logic problem to the students and
ask them to silently read the information that is
given to them.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Let’s label the two ovals to help us
organize the information from the problem.
Think about what this (Point to the first
oval.) might have as its label.

SSttuuddeenntt:: You need to write the name of one of
the favorite flavors of ice cream on top of
each of the ovals.

TTeeaacchheerr:: So, this loop will represent the
students who like fudge swirl as their
favorite flavor of ice cream and this oval will
represent the students who like chocolate
chip as their favorite flavor.

Add the labels.

SSttuuddeenntt:: It says that 5 children only liked
chocolate chip.

47

Logic Using a 
Venn Diagram
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TTeeaacchheerr:: Where should we write the
number 5 to show that this amount of
people only liked chocolate chip?

SSttuuddeenntt:: You need to put it inside the loop
that says chocolate chip in the part that
doesn’t overlap with the fudge swirl loop.

TTeeaacchheerr:: How did you know that this would
be the best place to put the 5?

SSttuuddeenntt:: The overlapping part would be for
people who couldn’t make up their mind,
and they said that they liked both choco-
late chip and fudge swirl the same.

TTeeaacchheerr:: OK. Would someone read the next
clue?

SSttuuddeenntt:: 8 children only liked fudge ripple.

TTeeaacchheerr:: So, where should we write the
number 8?

SSttuuddeenntt:: The 8 needs to be inside the other
loop in the part that doesn’t overlap.

SSttuuddeenntt:: 8 people liked only one kind of ice
cream best.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Would someone read the next
statement?

SSttuuddeenntt:: Some children liked them both the
same.

TTeeaacchheerr:: What do we know from this clue?

SSttuuddeenntt:: We know that there needs to be a
number in the middle, but we don’t know
what this number is yet.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Let’s look at the last clue and see if it
helps us figure out how many students will
need to go in the center. Would someone
read the last clue?

SSttuuddeenntt:: 22 children were surveyed.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Talk with your partner and take a
minute to figure out how many people will
go in the intersection of the two loops. 

Give children a minute to do this. After someone
has given an answer be sure to ask them how
they figured out the answer they shared.

SSttuuddeenntt:: The number 9 has to go in the center.

TTeeaacchheerr:: Did anyone get a different answer?

TTeeaacchheerr:: How do you know that 9 is the
correct amount?

SSttuuddeenntt:: If you add the 5 and the 8 that equals
13. But the last clue says that a total of 22
students were surveyed. So, I subtracted 13
from 22 and that equals 9. So, 9 students
liked both chocolate chip and fudge swirl the
same.

The following Venn diagram problems can be used
as a “warm-up” before beginning mathematics
class or they can be used as independent work or
paired work for students.
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Use the Venn diagrams to display the results in each problem.

11.. Sara surveyed a group of fourth-graders to
find out their favorite flavor of ice cream.
They were given the choice of fudge swirl
or chocolate chip. Here are the results.
• 5 children only liked chocolate chip.
• 8 children only liked fudge ripple.
• Some children liked them both 

the same.
• 22 children were surveyed.

Name

49

Logic Using a Venn Diagram

22.. The entire fifth grade signed up for after-school sports. They
signed up for soccer in the fall, basketball in the winter, and
softball in the spring. Use the Venn diagram to display the data
that was collected.
• 50 signed up for soccer, 60 students signed up for

basketball, and 52 signed up for softball.
• A total of 112 students are in the

fifth-grade.
• Some students signed up for more

than one sport.
• 8 students signed up for all three

sports.
• 11 students signed up for softball

and basketball only.
• 7 students signed up for soccer

and softball only.
• 16 students signed up for soccer

and basketball only.

soccer

softball

basketball

chocolate chip fudge swirl
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Use the Venn diagrams to display these results and answer the questions.

33.. Marvin stood outside of a pet shop every Saturday during
the month of December to find out what types of pets
were being bought as holiday gifts. He represented his
data in a Venn diagram. Here is what he found.
• A total of 33 dogs were bought.
• A total of 28 cats were bought.
• A total of 28 fish were bought.
• 12 people bought one of each pet.
• 2 people bought a cat and a dog.
• 10 people came out of the store without a pet.
• 3 people bought only fish.
• 8 people bought only cats.

How many people bought a dog and a fish? ________________

How many people bought a cat and a fish? ________________

44.. After their summer vacation, 88 students were asked to
share where they went.
• 2 students spent four weeks at sleepover camp and

then went to the beach for a week and then went
hiking in the mountains for another week.

• A total of 34 students went to camp.
• 11 students went to both camp and the beach.
• 5 students went to the mountains and also to camp.
• A total of 12 students went to the mountains.
• 1 student vacationed at the beach and the mountains.
• 25 students went to the beach.

How many students stayed home? _______________________

How many students only went to the beach? _______________

How many students only went to camp ___________________

How many students only went to the mountains? ____________

Name

50

Logic Using a Venn Diagram

dogs

fish

cats

beach

hiking in the
mountains

sleepover
camp
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A Perfect Match

Each number in column 1 is
separated by exactly 343 from
a number in column 2. It is
either 343 more than or 343
less than a column 2 number.
Add or subtract to find out
the pairs that are 343 apart.
Then draw a line from one
column to the other linking
the pairs together.

Column 1 Column 2

656 818

251 594

854 456

799 914

686 1,226

475 999

976 343

466 511

1,257 123

883 633

Date _______________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________

13

Addition and Subtraction
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Good Things Come in Threes

Three of the four numbers in each series
below can be used to create four equations
that are true. Rearrange the three numbers to
find one true equation. Then, thanks to
inverse operations, you will always be able
to find three more equations that are true.
We’ve done the first one for you.

Numbers Equations

1. 28, 4, 12, 7 _______________________________________________________________

2. 4, 6, 3, 7 _______________________________________________________________

3. 38, 26, 2, 19 _______________________________________________________________

4. 9, 36, 3, 4 _______________________________________________________________

5. 17, 13, 5, 12 _______________________________________________________________

6. 18, 32, 48, 50 _______________________________________________________________

7. 56, 54, 9, 6 _______________________________________________________________

8. 76, 6, 19, 4 _______________________________________________________________

9. 20, 2, 25, 5 _______________________________________________________________

10. 6, 42, 7, 49 _______________________________________________________________

Date _______________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________

17

Inverse Operations

28 ÷ 7 = 4 , 28 ÷ 4 = 7, 4 x 7 = 28, and 7 x 4 = 28

YOUR TURN
Put together a sequence of four numbers like the ones above and see 
if your classmates can figure out the three numbers that form a true
equation.
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Three’s a Charm  

Within each series of numbers below are three numbers that are the same number
apart from one another. To find the three numbers, you’ll need to decide what 
was added to each number to get to the next number. Once you’ve identified the
evenly spaced trio in each series, write the three numbers in the chart. Also, tell
how many apart each trio member is from the next. We’ve done the first one 
for you.

Date _______________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________

26

Number Patterns

Number series Evenly spaced trio How many apart 
from one another? 

1. 3, 19, 22, 28, 41, 44  

2. 26, 29, 36, 39, 40, 43

3. 14, 18, 25, 30, 34, 50

4. 11, 30, 46, 81, 87, 103  

5. 48, 63, 116, 142, 221, 298

6. 23, 37, 49, 58, 65, 79  

7. 13, 19, 27, 64,  87, 115

8. 1,356; 2,218; 2,323; 
2,376; 2,428; 3,244

YOUR TURN
Create a series of numbers of your own that has three numbers that
are evenly spaced apart. See if your classmates can identify the trio of
numbers and tell how many apart they are. 

3, 22, 41 19
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Find the Bookend

Each number pattern on the list below is
followed by a second list of numbers. One
number from the second list fits at either the
beginning or the end of the sequence, like a
bookend! Figure out the number pattern.
Then fill in the chart below by answering the
questions. We’ve done one for you.    

Date _______________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________

27

YOUR TURN
Create a number pattern of your own. See if your classmates, friends, or
family can figure out the pattern and the correct missing number.

Number patterns List Which number Beginning Description
belongs? or end? of pattern

1. 4, 6, 8, 10 3, 9, 12

2. 5, 10, 15 0, 1, 5, 25      

3. 8, 13, 18, 23 3, 5, 15, 33       

4. 12, 14, 20, 22, 
28, 30 4, 10, 32, 36

5. 43, 39, 35, 31 46, 44, 27, 25 

6. 116, 109, 102 125, 123, 
119, 94      

7. 2, 4, 3, 5, 4, 6, 5 8, 9, 7, 10      

8. 77, 76, 84, 83, 67, 70, 
91, 90, 98, 97 98, 105      

9. 0, 3, 7, 12, 31, 32, 33, 34
18, 25

10. 800, 400, 200, 75, 50, 25, 60
100

12 end numbers
increase by 2

Number Patterns
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Abracadabra!

Paula just started classes at a school for magicians where 
the first thing they test is the power of observation—
an important ability for all magicians-to-be! What kind 
of magician would you make? See how quickly you 
can figure out what rule three of the four sets of 
numbers in each group follow. Then cross out the set 
of numbers that does not follow that rule. Use the space 
provided to explain the rule. The faster you figure it out, 
the sooner you’ll be awarded your magic wand!

Group 1: Set A: 536, 625, 563, 365 

Set B: 3,241; 1,423; 4,132; 3,441 

Set C: 4,596; 4,598; 8,945; 9,584 

Set D: 67,302; 70,326; 28,076; 27,360

Rule: _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Group 2: Set A: 21, 54, 89, 76

Set B: 876, 954, 654, 321

Set C: 2,310; 5,432; 8,765; 4,321

Set D: 65,432; 98,765; 56,432; 87,654

Rule: _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Group 3: Set A: 214, 326, 498, 170

Set B: 336, 438, 781, 264

Set C: 848, 418, 274, 172

Set D: 201, 204, 316, 458

Rule: _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Date _______________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________

28

Number Patterns

YOUR TURN
Create your own “abracadabra” problem for a friend to solve. 

Activities for Fast Finishers: Math © Marc Tyler Nobleman, Scholastic Teaching Resources



On the Wall

Four cousins kept track of how much they
grew for five years. Two cousins recorded
their height in inches, and two cousins
recorded it in feet. In order to compare, you’ll
have to do some math. The chart below tells
you how each child grew over the years. Use
it to answer the questions below. 

Date _______________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________

53

1. What years does this chart cover? _______________________________________

2. Who is tallest in each of these years?

2001 _________________ 2002 _________________ 2004 _________________

3. Who is shortest in each of these years?

2000 _________________ 2003 _________________ 2005 _________________

4. Who grew the most during the time 
span covered by the chart? _______________________________________

5. How much did the person in the previous 
question grow during these years? _______________________________________

6. Who grew the least during the time 
span covered by the chart? _______________________________________

7. How much did the person in the previous 
question grow during these years? _______________________________________

8. Who had the biggest growth spurt from 
one year to the next?  Include the years 
and how much the person grew. _______________________________________

9. Which two kids didn’t grow at all from 
one year to the next? During what years? _______________________________________

10. Predict who you think will end up being 
the tallest in the group based on the 
information from the chart. _______________________________________

Height by year

Child 
Noah
Alison
Sandra 
Nick

2000
4 ft 4 in
51 in
4 ft
49 in

2001
4 ft 6 in
54 in
4 ft 7 in
49 in

2002
4 ft 10 in
56 in
5 ft
53 in

2003
5 ft 3 in
56 in
5 ft 2 in
57 in

2004
5 ft 4 in
59 in
5 ft 3 in
59 in

2005
5 ft 5 in
62 in
5 ft 4 in
59 in

Using Tables and Charts
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One-Hit Wonder

The Hamburger Sisters had one number-
one hit in their rock-and-roll career, but
they can’t remember which year it
happened! Eight possible years are listed
in the box below. Use the clues to
eliminate all but the correct year. (Hint:
Not every clue eliminates a year.) 

Date _______________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________

58

Logic and Reasoning

Possible years

1983
1984

1986
1988

1989
1990

1992
1995

The Hamburger Sisters’ number-one hit was in the year _______________________________.

Clues Year(s) eliminated  

1. No hits were on the chart between 1991 and 1993.   

2. The band formed in 1984.   

3. The only year in which the band took a vacation was 1989.   

4. The band had no top-ten hits in its first three years.   

5. The band never had a hit on both the U.S. and British 
charts at the same time.   

6. Every song they released in 1987 and 1988 went only as 
high as number 3.   

7. None of the band’s songs were released after 1994.   

8. The band broke up in 1995.   

9. The band’s most popular single in 1990 was on the 
British chart.
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Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  

9

You’re Breaking Up

If you break up the word snapshot and rearrange some letters, you 
can make two new words: hops and ants. All the words below can be
broken into two smaller words. Use the clues to help you figure out
which words and write them in the chart. Every letter
in the bigger word is used only once to make the two 
smaller words. 

BIGGER WORD CLUE 1 SMALLER WORD 1 CLUE 2 SMALLER WORD 2

doorbell you wear child’s toy
it in the that often 
morning to can be
keep warm dressed up

airplane bucket not far 

something phantom not yours 

password stinging insect thin metal bars 

roommate not less water 
surrounding
a castle

sweetheart to use thread where you 
to make see a film
clothing or a play

outburst to travel in a to bang 
foreign country your toe

snowflake slithering to move    
animal like water

U S I N G  C L U E S  TO  I D E N T I F Y W O R D S

YOUR TURN
Find a word of seven letters or more that you can break into two 
smaller words. 

_____________________________        _______________   _______________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  

23

Inside Information

Look at the items in column A of the chart below. 
Every one of them is commonly found inside one item 
in column B. Match the appropriate pairs and write your
answers on the blanks below. There is only one correct
letter match for each numbered item. We’ve done the
first one for you.

COLUMN A COLUMN B CORRECT MATCH

1. butter a. balloon _____________

2. coin b. pantry _____________

3. pupil c. vault _____________

4. pig d. shed _____________

5. helium e. refrigerator _____________

6. cereal f. sty _____________

7. assets g. fountain _____________

8. rake h. eye _____________

9. license i. bottle _____________

10. arrow j. mirror _____________

11. battery k. flashlight _____________

12. mercury 1. quiver _____________

13. reflection m. thermometer _____________

14. lint n. wallet _____________

15. message o. dryer _____________

O R G A N I Z I N G  W O R D S
B Y T H E I R  M E A N I N G

YOUR TURN
Think of five more items commonly found inside another item like in the
chart above. Mix them up and see if your classmates can pair them 
together correctly.

1. e
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A Word Sandwich

The words in boldface below can be sandwiched between
two other words to create new compound words. Choose
the correct boldface word for each example and write
the compound words it makes on the blanks. Your choice
must work as both the ending of the first word and the
beginning of the second. We’ve done one for you.

crow     ever     water     fire     flower

hand     light     out    over     post     top

1. cook  ____________  mark 

_______________________________

2. sun  ____________  pot

_______________________________ 

3. scare  ____________  bar

_______________________________ 

4. sleep  ____________  flow

_______________________________ 

5. tree  ____________  soil

_______________________________ 

6. flash  ____________  house

_______________________________

Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  

34

C O M P O U N D  W O R D S

YOUR TURN
Add two more examples of words that can be made into compound 
words like the ones above. See whether your classmates can figure out
the missing word in between each of your examples. 

book
cookbook, bookmark

HINT: Each word in
the list is used only once.

7. what  ____________  green

_______________________________ 

8. work  ____________  side

_______________________________ 

9. wild  ____________  proof

_______________________________ 

10. back  ____________  cuff 

_______________________________ 

11. goal  ____________  card

_______________________________ 

12. under  ____________  front

_______________________________
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I Ate Eight!

A homophone is a word that has the same sound and perhaps
even the same spelling as another word, but a different
meaning. For example, ate and eight are homophones. 
In each row, write the homophone for each word in the
blank next to it. Circle the one word in the group that
doesn’t have a homophone. Abbreviations, contractions,
and proper nouns do not count as homophones!

peace/_________ site/_________ pail/_________ stay/_________

show/__________ board/__________ sent/_________ berry/_________

tide/__________ road/__________ roam/_________ seen/_________

wade/__________ wick/_________ missed/_________ steel/_________

raise/__________ principal/_________ rose/_________ eraser/_________

door/__________ fir/_________ titan/_________ prays/_________

aisle/__________ towed/_________ claws/_________ rodeo/_________

fern/__________ grate/_________ earn/_________ bail/_________

thrown/__________ rye/_________ flu/_________ pencil/_________

idle/__________ trick/_________ censor/_________ tour/_________

Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  

38

H O M O P H O N E S

YOUR TURN
Pick three homophones from the exercise above. Write each word and its
definition. 

__________________    ____________________________________________

__________________    ____________________________________________

__________________    ____________________________________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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One Word, Two Meanings

Each sentence has two blanks, which can be filled with one word
that has multiple meanings. Use clues in the sentences to figure out and test
the correct missing word. Then, fill in the blanks. We’ve done one for you.

1. Sally ___________ her umbrella on the floor of the closet, to the

____________ of the vacuum cleaner. 

2. I dropped my buttered ___________ under the table and heard it
___________ across the floor.

3. After Kurt broke his leg, the entire ____________ of the play signed 

his _____________.

4. Before we watch the _______________, I will ______________ you the 
theater where it is running.

5. After we chose a nice ___________ for our picnic, I noticed a _________ 
on my shirt.

6. The __________ in her backyard is over 100 years old, but it has aged 

very ___________. 

7. It will ____________ my spirits if I get a ___________ at work.

8. I am a ___________ of opening the window to get fresh air, but I’ll also

use a __________ if it’s too hot.

9. The forest ranger could not __________ to see the __________ caught in 

a trap.

10. She will _____________ in a movie about an astronomer who discovers 

a new nearby __________.

11. For Mary, it was a total ____________ to catch a __________ during the

camping trip since they don’t normally swim where she was fishing. 

12. I ____________ the gauze tightly around the ____________ so it wouldn’t

bleed or get infected.

Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  
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C O N T E X T C L U E S / M U LT I P L E -
M E A N I N G  W O R D S

left
left

Activities for Fast Finishers: Vocabulary © Marc Tyler Nobleman, Scholastic Teaching Resources



Syllable Wizardry

How good are you at building words and figuring
out how many syllables they have? Answer these
tricky and fun questions about words to find 
out. Some questions may have more than one
answer. Write your answers in the blanks. 

1. What letter can you add to “eve” to make it a common two-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

2. What letter can you add to “sleep” to make it a common two-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

3. What letter can you add to “rise” to make it a common two-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

4. What letter can you add to “rode” to make it a common two-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

5. What letter can you add to “rode” to make it a common three-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

6. What letter can you add to “man” to make it a common two-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

7. What letter can you add to “are” to make it a common three-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

8. What letter can you add to “pen” to make it a common two-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

9. What letter can you add to “came” to make it a common two-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

10. What letter can you add to “came” to make it a common three-syllable word?

Letter _________ New word ______________________

Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  

58

S Y L L A B I C AT I O N

TIPS 
• No answers are proper nouns.
• No answers are foreign words.
• Do not rearrange or subtract any
letters from the given word to
form the new word.
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Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  

11

Can the Cat Act?

The word cat is a noun. But if you
rearrange its letters it will become 
the verb act. Each sentence below is
missing either a noun or a verb. 
You can figure out what the missing
word is by rearranging the letters 
of another noun or verb in the sentence.
Circle the noun or verb, then write the
missing word on the blank line.
We’ve done the first one for you.

1. At home, our _________________ know they must step around the baby or
she will grab them.

2. The wolf watched the stream _________________ down the mountainside.

3. Vanessa is so excited to go to the toy shop that she _________________
like a rabbit from the car to the shop’s door.

4. The _________________ of trainers will face its most dangerous job yet
when it must tame the lion.

5. When opening the mystery crate, try not to _________________ too loudly.

6. The _________________ is planning to resign after tonight’s concert.

7. If sales are down, the boss puts his head on his desk and ______________.

8. My sister cannot _________________ a moist piece of chocolate cake.

9. The _________________ put down his brush and said, “That doesn’t 
pertain to me.”

10. “You will spot the _________________ amid the clutter on the top shelf,”
my mother said.

N O U N S  A N D  V E R B S

TIPS:  
• Do not count any helping verbs, such as
be, can, or will. 

• If a noun is missing, you will rearrange 
a verb. If a verb is missing, you will
rearrange a noun.

pets
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Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  
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Letter Lottery

Each word below is followed by a choice of three letters. Only one of the three
can form a new word (or words) when the letters of the original word are
rearranged and the extra letter is added to them. Write the correct letter, then
write the new word or words it forms. We’ve done the first one for you.

ORIGINAL WORD LETTER CHOICES CORRECT LETTER NEW WORD 

1. raid e, o, w o radio

2. apes f, k, m  

3. echo d, i, r  

4. lamp e, o, t  

5. grow a, n, u  

6. half a, g, s  

7. lips l, y, z  

8. cool a, i, r  

9. ride o, u, v  

10. large m, g, p    

W O R D  B U I L D I N G

YOUR TURN
Create three more exercises like these and try them with your classmates.
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Rhyme Is Reason

Every list below is missing a one-syllable word. 
At first glance, there is no single correct answer. To complete
each group of words, think of what each list of words is about.
Then choose a word to fit that list that also rhymes with the other
mystery words in the group. Write your answers on the lines and
tell what each list of words is about in parentheses. We’ve done 
the first one for you.

GROUP 1

Connecticut, New Mexico, _________________ (U.S. states)
car, boat, _________________  (forms of transportation)
heart, lungs, _________________  (parts of the body)
GROUP 2

bow, arrow, _________________   

lake, ocean, _________________   

shake, tremble, _________________  

GROUP 3

green, brown, _________________ 

refrigerator, stove, _________________ 

see, blink, _________________ 

GROUP 4

sleet, hail, _________________ 

hawk, pelican, _________________  

enemy, adversary, _________________  

GROUP 5

seven, twelve, _________________  

window, roof, _________________  

library, restaurant, _________________  

GROUP 6

grass, bush, _________________ 

cricket, beetle, _________________ 

shin, thigh, _________________ 

Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  
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F U N  W I T H  R H Y M I N G  W O R D S

DON’T FORGET:
The mystery words in
each group must rhyme
with one another! 

Maine
plane

brain
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Youth Sleuth

Surprise! It’s your birthday and there’s a batch of unsigned birthday cards on
your desk at school. You know your classmates well enough to narrow the 
suspects down to six. Read their personality profiles in the box below. 
Then sign the name of the student on the card you think he or she sent.

Darren—good at fixing things, likes music, rides a bicycle to school
Julia—good at sports, likes history, has lived in several different cities 
Mike—good speller, plays piano, creates Web sites
Randi—good artist, oldest girl in the class, collects seashells
Seth—good at math, has a cat, eats lots of vegetables
Dara—good photographer, always cheerful, likes science

Card 1.
Again I get to share your special day. 
But for a change I will celebrate
Not with cookies and ice cream cake,
But peas and carrots on my plate

Fondly,
________________

Card 2.
Happy birthday to my good friend!
I salute you with three cheers.
Did you know yours is the same
As a man named William Shakespeare’s?

Un abrazo,
________________

Card 3.
You may seem taller than Russell.
You may look more adult than Patty
You may be older than everyone else
But you’ll never be older than me!

A big fan,

________________

Date _______________

Name _______________________________________________________________  
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W O R D  F U N

Card 4.
I thought about buying you a gift,
But I didn’t know what you would like.
So instead I’ve decided to let you
Take a long ride on my new bike.

Your friend,
________________ 

Card 5.
Finally your birthday has arrived!
Have you been thinking about it for a while?
I’m sure you’ll spend the day as I do
Doing everything with a smile.

Sincerely,

________________ 

Card 6.
Last year my birthday wishes were so big
They could’ve filled a whole CD-ROM.
This year they’ve gotten even bigger
So I’m posting them on 

www.haveahappy birthday.com!
As always,
________________ 
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