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In this text, your child will be looking for specific clues about: 
TOPIC: Adventures by Land, Air and Water 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What makes an adventure? 
 
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE FOR WORD COMPOSITION:  Morphology will be referenced 
throughout the lesson; below is additional information to support students if needed.  

 
Explain to students that recognizing common prefixes, roots, and suffixes will help them 
decode words, understand their meanings, and spell words more easily, as well as help with 
grammar. 
 
BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE: 

- Adventure: 
o To move toward something exciting and unknown 
o an unusual and exciting, typically hazardous, experience or activity 

- Emergencies: 
o unexpected and sudden 
o hazardous or dangerous 
o often requires preparation 

 
READING THE TEXT: Are you Prepared for an Emergency? 

- You may choose to take turns reading the text with your child, read the text at the same 
time, or have your child read independently. 
 

ASK QUESTIONS:  
- How is your family prepared for an emergency? 
- What steps can you take to prepare for an emergency? 
- What questions would you want to ask an emergency worker (forest ranger, EMT, 

firefighter, etc.)? 
 

	
GRADE 4 ELA ACTIVITY 1 – ADVENTURES BY LAND, AIR 
AND WATER	
	
A video lesson of a Knox County 4th grade teacher that accompanies 
this text is available on KCS YouTube Channel and KCS TV.	



GRADE 4 ELA ACTIVITY 1 

PROMPT: Explain why it is important to be prepared for an emergency. Be sure to include 
evidence from the text to support your answer.  
Success Criteria: 

• Include evidence about how to be prepared	

• Include elaboration on why that is important	

• Include topic-specific vocabulary	

• Include a variety of sentences with correct punctuation and capitalization	
 

EXEMPLAR: 
Disasters, like tornadoes or fires, are unpredictable, so we should always be ready. To 

prepare for an emergency, a kit should be stocked and easy to access for everyone in the 
family. Most importantly, the kit should include water for drinking. Your water supplies should last 
up to three days since rescue workers will be unable to reach you immediately. In addition, 
nonperishable foods, or foods that don’t expire quickly, are essential items for survival. 
Additional tools such as flashlights, a battery powered radio, and a whistle are smart to have 
because electricity may be lost for a long period of time. These tools will help with visibility and 
communication. Also, the emergency kit should include first aid supplies to keep injuries clean 
and protected. Finally, being prepared for emergencies will help you stay calm while waiting for 
rescue workers. With all of these necessities ready in your emergency kit, you will be prepared if 
a disaster strikes!  
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If	this	video	
is	hard	to	

understand:	

1. Turn on closed captions, if 
available. 

2. Adjust the playback speed to 
slow down the video.

3. Consider watching short clips 
then pause, listen, and watch 
again.

4. Ask someone in your home to 
watch the video with you.  Stop 
frequently and talk to your partner 
about what you heard and 
understood.



ADVENTURES BY 
LAND, AIR, AND WATER

ADVENTURE
ad - toward     vent - come    (t)ure - action of

Definition: an unusual and exciting, typically 
hazardous, experience or activity

Essential Question:  

What makes an adventure?



WHAT MAKES AN ADVENTURE?

WORD COMPOSITION:  Morphology

hazardous

nonperishable

survive 



KNOWLEDGE BUILDING
• What makes an adventure?
• Unit 1 

• Unit 2

• Unit 3

• Unit 4 



ADVENTURES BY 
LAND, AIR, AND WATER

• Learning Target: Explain why it is 
important to be prepared for an emergency. 
(4.RI.KID.1)

• Success Criteria:
• Include evidence about how to be prepared
• Include elaboration on why that is important
• Include topic specific vocabulary
• Include a variety of sentences with correct 

punctuation and capitalization



LEARNING TARGET: Explain why it is 
important to be prepared for an emergency. 
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QUICK WRITE

Explain why it is important to be prepared 
for an emergency. Be sure to include 
evidence from the text. (4.RI.KID.1)

Extension Activities:
• Create an emergency plan for your family
• List the supplies needed for an emergency (including 

the amount)
• Research the Red Cross to see how they help during 

emergencies



RECAP

▪ What makes an adventure?

▪ Prompt: Explain why it is important to be 
prepared for an emergency

▪ How and why it is important to be prepared
▪ Topic-specific vocabulary
▪ Writing tasks
▪ Extension tasks




