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FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS / C.A.R.E.: 

• Spelling:  Help your child read and spell words with the vowel patterns:

o ou (as in ouch)
o ow (as in brown)

• A list of these words can be downloaded under the student resource tab on the Knox Schools Website.

• Help your child practice these high frequency words:

o door, should, loved, wood

• Use the I Can Read Passage (found under the student resource tab) to apply the learning of the vowel
spelling patterns –ou, -ow  and the high frequency words by reading connected text.

o Have your child practice being a fluent reader by:
§ Reading the words accurately
§ Read smoothly- at a conversational rate
§ Read with expression
§ Read for understanding

• Ask your child a few questions about the text to check for understanding.
• Possible sample questions:

o What was one way the kids could help?
o What is one way idea you have about a way you can help at home?

• Another option is to ask your child to retell the story after he finishes reading the
text.

KNOWLEDGE BUILDING: 
In this week’s text, your child will be looking for specific clues about how to solve mysteries. 

TOPIC: Great Ideas 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What difference can a great idea make? 

BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE: 

-­‐ Tell your child that a mystery is something that is unknown.  Sometimes people come up with great ideas as 
they try to solve a mystery.  

-­‐  As your child reads today, he will read closely and look for clues to identify what mystery Dot and Jabber 
are trying to solve and to describe why this is a mystery. 

GRADE 1 ELA Summer@Home Activity 3 – Great Ideas	
  

A video lesson of a Knox County 1st grade teacher that accompanies 
this text is available on KCS YouTube Channel and KCS TV.	
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READING THE TEXT: Dot and Jabber and the Great Acorn Mystery 
 

-­‐ You may choose to take turns reading the text with your child, read the text at the same time, or have your 
child read independently. 

-­‐ Throughout the lesson the teacher will ask questions about the text.  Stop, pause the screen, and have your 
child go back into the text to find the answer to the question.  Challenge him to explain the text evidence in 
his own words.  

 
GATHER EVIDENCE: Use this question and the success criteria to help your child demonstrate his understanding 
of the text through writing in response to text.  
 

• What mystery are Dot and Jabber trying to solve?  Why is this a mystery? 
 

• SUCCESS CRITERIA:  
 

o Topic sentence-  
§ Answers the question  
§ Names the mystery 

o Key Details- 
§ 1 or more sentences 
§ Explain why this is a mystery 

o Sense of Closure- 
§ A sentence to close paragraph- pull all the details together 
§ Restates the topic sentence 

 
 
SAMPLE WRITING: Writing detail sentences which support the topic sentence 
 

Dot and Jabber are trying to solve the mystery of how a little oak tree grew when there were no big oak trees 

around.  

This is a mystery because an oak tree grows from an acorn that comes from a big oak tree. Dot and Jabber find a 

big oak tree, but it is on the other side of the meadow. 

 
 
EXTENSION IDEAS: Have your child orally tell or write his opinion. 
 

• What is your opinion?   

o Would you like to be a detective and solve a mystery, like Dot and Jabber? 

o Share your opinion with a friend or a family member.   

 
§ Opinion 

§ Reason 

§ Explanation with Evidence 

§ Opinion 
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