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5th Grade Social Studies  

Activity 3 

*There will be a short video lesson of a Knox County teacher to accompany this task available on the 
KCS YouTube Channel and KCS TV. 

Topic: Tennessee and the Civil Rights Movement 

Goals: Students will be able to explain how Tennessee contributed to the Civil Rights Movement and 
answer quiz questions at the end.  

Standard:    
5.50 Identify Tennessee's significant contributions to the Civil Rights Movements, including: 

• Highlander Folk School 
• Tent City Movement of Fayette County 
• Nashville Sit-Ins 
• The Clinton Twelve 

Included Text for Students to Read: 
Excerpts from Gallopade Chapter 32 

Tasks for Students to Complete: 
• Students will read the text and answer the questions at the end. 
• Visit https://civilrightstrail.com/state/tennessee/ and take a virtual field trip through 

Tennessee. This website is a great discovery tool that you can use to learn about Tennessee's 
role in the Civil Rights Movement as well as to further their understanding of the overall Civil 
Rights Movement itself.  

Additional Links for More Information: 
• Highlander Folk School  

 https://www.highlandercenter.org/  
 https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/highlander-folk-school/  

•  Nashville Sit-Ins  
 https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/sit-ins-nashville/  
 https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/nashville-sit-ins-1960/  

•  Clinton Twelve  
 https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/tdih/clinton-desegregation-crisis/  
 https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/the-clinton-desegregation-crisis-1956/  

•  Fayette County Tent Cities  
 https://www.memphis.edu/tentcity/movement/fayette-timeline-1960.php  
 https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/tent-city-fayette-and-haywo 
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