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5th Grade Social Studies  

Activity 2 

*There will be a short video lesson of a Knox County teacher to accompany this task available on the 
KCS YouTube Channel and KCS TV. 

Topic: Tennessee History 

Goals: Students will be able to describe the effects of the Great Depression on Tennessee and the 
impact of the New Deal policies in the state, describe Tennessee’s contributions during WWI and WWII; 
including the conversion of factories to wartime production, the importance of Oak Ridge and the 
influence of Tennesseans.  

Standards:    
5.48  Describe the effects of the Great Depression on Tennessee and the impact of the New Deal 
policies in the state (i.e., Tennessee Valley Authority and Civilian Conservation Corp). 
5.49  Describe Tennessee’s contributions during WWI and WWII; including the conversion of factories 
to wartime production, the importance of Oak Ridge and the influence of Tennesseans (i.e., Cornelia 
Fort, Cordell Hull, and Alvin C. York). 

Included Text for Students to Read: 
Excerpts from Gallopade chapters 30-31 

Tasks for Students to Complete: 
• Students will follow along through the slides and answer questions as asked. 
• Students will analyze a map and make a list. 
• Students will complete a writing prompt. 
• Students will analyze a primary source and answer questions. 
• Students will create a billboard explaining the importance of keeping quiet in Oak Ridge during 

WWII.  

Additional Links for More Information: 
• BrainPOP "New Deal" https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/newdeal/ 
• Flocabulary "Great Depression" https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/great-depression/ 
• tnhistoryforkids.com "Alvin York" http://www.tnhistoryforkids.org/history/people/people/alvin-

york.2448332 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



 
	

5th	Grade	Social	Studies	
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Task	1:	
During	WWI	and	WWII	Tennesseans	made	conscious,	informed	choices	to	
assist	the	war	effort	by	growing	vegetables	in	their	own	gardens,	buying	war	
bonds,	saving	scrap	metal	and	paper,	etc.	Write	a	blog	post	from	the	
perspective	of	a	child	living	during	WWII	in	America	explaining	the	choices	
your	family	has	made	to	help	the	war	effort.		
	
Task	2:	
Analyze	the	primary	source	below	and	answer	the	questions.	
 

 
Task	3:	
Create	a	billboard	for	Oak	Ridge	that	reminds	them	to	stay	quiet	and	keep	
their	work	a	secret.		Use	the	one	above	as	inspiration.		Draw	it	in	the	space	
below	or	on	the	back	of	this	page.		
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