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In this text, your child will be looking for specific clues about: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOPIC: Adventurers 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How do we overcome challenges when we seek adventures? 
 
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE FOR SENTENCE COMPOSITION: During this lesson, students 
will be asked to determine if a group of words is a phrase or a clause.  They will also be 
identifying their own examples of phrases and clauses in the text.   
  

- Phrase:  a group of related words 
- Clause:  a group of words that contain a subject and predicate 

 
BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE:  

Mining:  Discuss with your child that miners are types of adventurers that dig for metals 
underground.  Ask your child what challenges a miner might encounter? 

 
READING THE TEXT: Escape from the Mine 

- You may choose to take turns reading the text with your child, read the text at the same 
time, or have your child read independently. 
 

ASK QUESTIONS:  
- List three questions you would like to ask the miners about their experiences 

underground. 
- Make sure your questions cannot be answered with a simple yes or no. 

 
PROMPT:   
What did the miners do to overcome their challenge and increase their chances for survival? 
 
EXEMPLAR: 
 
 When the Chilean miners were trapped underground, they took action to overcome this 
challenge and increase their chances for survival.  First of all, they immediately began rationing 
their food.  They knew that it might take a long time for them to be rescued.  If they ate all the 
food, they would starve to death before anyone could rescue them.  In addition, the miners 
walked around in the underground tunnel as best they could for exercise.  This movement kept 
their bodies in shape.  They needed to stay healthy to get out from the underground shaft when 
they were finally rescued.  Finally, the miners communicated with the rescue workers.  When the 
rescue workers sent down the probe, the miners sent a note that said, “We are well in the 
shelter.”  The miners wanted the rescue workers to know the probe had been successful so that 
they could plan the rescue.  To summarize, even though the miners were limited in what they 
could do trapped underground, they did what they could to survive. 

 

	
GRADE 5 ELA ACTIVITY 3 – ADVENTURERS	
	
A video lesson of a Knox County 5th grade teacher that accompanies 
this text is available on KCS YouTube Channel and KCS TV.	
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OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES WITH EXEMPLAR: 

- Focus and Organization:  Label the topic sentence with a “T” and the closing sentence 
with a “C.” 

- Development: Underline text evidence with a pencil; highlight or underline where the 
author explained the evidence in a different color. 

- Language: Make a list of domain-specific vocabulary used in the exemplar. Circle three 
transitional words, and generate a different transitional word that could be substituted for 
each of them. 

- Conventions:  Identify two phrases and two clauses in the exemplar.  Make sure the 
clauses have subjects and predicates and label them. 
 

EXTENSION:  
Which do you think was more difficult for the trapped miners--the period between the collapse 
and the first contact with the rescuers or the period between first contact and the actual rescue?  
Explain your answer, giving information from the text to support your opinion. 
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ELEMENTARY READING
ACTIVITY 3

Handouts can be found under the Student Resource Tab on
The Knox County Schools website - www.knoxschools.org



If	this	video	
is	hard	to	

understand:	

1. Turn on closed captions, if 
available. 

2. Adjust the playback speed to 
slow down the video.

3. Consider watching short clips 
then pause, listen, and watch 
again.

4. Ask someone in your home to 
watch the video with you.  Stop 
frequently and talk to your partner 
about what you heard and 
understood.



ADVENTURERS

• Essential Question:
How do we overcome challenges when we seek
adventures?

• Learning Target:
Read closely to explain what the miners do to
increase their chances for survival.



ADVENTURERS

• Success Criteria:
– Write an informational paragraph with a topic 

sentence, detail sentences, and a closing 
sentence.

– Answer the prompt with multiple pieces of text 
evidence and explain how the evidence would 
increase their chances of survival.

– Follow the conventions of standard written 
English.



KNOWLEDGE BUILDING

ADVENTURERS
miners



SENTENCE COMPOSITION

● Phrase:  A group of related words

● Clause:  A group of words with a subject 
and predicate

John went [to the store].

While John went [to the store]
Phrases
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Remember:

Phrase:  a group of related words
Clause:  a group of words with a subject and 
predicate
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QUICK WRITE
What did the miners do to overcome their 
challenge and increase their chances for survival?

• Success Criteria:
– Write an informational paragraph with a topic 

sentence, detail sentences, and a closing 
sentence.

– Answer the prompt with multiple pieces of text 
evidence and explain how the evidence would 
increase their chances of survival.

– Follow the conventions of standard written English.



EXTENSION OPTIONS

• Opinion	Writing	
– Think	O-R-E-O
– Opinion,	Reasons	and	Evidence,	Opinion

• Which	do	you	think	would	be	more	difficult	for	the	
trapped	miners	– the	period	between	the	collapse	and	
the	first	contact	with	the	rescuers	or	the	period	
between	first	contact	and	the	actual	rescue?		Explain	
your	answer,	giving	information	from	the	text	to	
support	your	opinion.



RECAP
Essential Question:
• How do we overcome challenges when we seek 

adventure?

Learning Targets:
• I can read closely to explain what the miners do 

to increase their chances for survival.
• I can identify examples of phrases and clauses in 

text.

Writing Tasks:  
• Quick write – informational paragraph
• Extension – opinion paragraph



Handouts can be found under the Student Resource Tab on
The Knox County Schools website - www.knoxschools.org

ELEMENTARY READING
Mrs. Ownby

Shannondale Elementary


