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In this text, your child will be looking for specific clues about: 
 
TOPIC: Adventurers 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Who goes seeking adventure and why? 
 
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE FOR WORD COMPOSITION:  Morphology will be referenced 
throughout the lesson; below is additional information to support students if needed.  

 
Explain to students that recognizing common prefixes, roots, and suffixes will help 
them decode words, understand their meanings, and spell words more easily, as well 
as help with grammar. 
 
BUILDING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE:  

- Adventurers  
Have your child make a verbal list of adventurers they have studied in school. How were 
the places they explored unique? 

- Technology  
Ask your child how technology would help someone succeed in an unfamiliar environment. 
What are some pieces of technology that help your family when you are traveling? 

- Ocean exploration 
What challenges might someone face when on an ocean adventure? 
 

READING THE TEXT: Technology and Treasure 
- You may choose to take turns reading the text with your child, read the text at the same time, or 

have your child read independently. 
 

ASK QUESTIONS:  
- What questions about the Atocha shipwreck or Mel Fisher’s discovery of its treasure would you be 

interested in researching? Where would you look to learn more about the subject? 
 
 

	
GRADE 5 ELA ACTIVITY 1 – ADVENTURERS	
	
A video lesson of a Knox County 5th grade teacher that accompanies 
this text is available on KCS YouTube Channel and KCS TV.	
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PROMPT: 
 It took 16 years for Mel Fisher to find the Atocha. How long do you think it took to recover all the 
objects from the wreckage? Use text evidence to explain the steps that Fisher and his team 
would have taken. 	
 
EXEMPLAR: 

Mel Fisher and his crew located the wreckage of the Spanish ship, Atocha, after working 

on the recovery project for 16 years. According to Technology and Treasure, once the 

adventurers found the ship, they had to work for years to retrieve all artifacts from the site. First, 

members of the crew took high-resolution photographs of the entire wreck and used the images 

to create a map of the site. Next, workers used a variety of tools to retrieve objects from the 

shipwreck: baskets on pulleys, cranes, robotic arms, and a special tool similar to a vacuum 

cleaner. Finally, conservationists delicately cleaned the recovered objects in order to preserve 

them. Based on these required steps, Mel Fisher’s team must have spent years completing their 

recovery work after first locating the Atocha in 1985. 

 
OPTIONAL	ACTIVITIES	WITH	EXEMPLAR:	

- Focus	and	Organization:	Label	the	author’s	opinion	with	an	“O”	and	conclusion	with	a	“C”	
- Development:	Underline	text	evidence	used	by	the	author	to	support	her	opinion.	
- Language:	make	a	list	of	domain-specific	vocabulary	used	in	the	exemplar.	Circle	three	

transitional	words	the	author	uses,	and	generate	a	different	transitional	word	that	could	be	
substituted	for	each	of	them.	

- Conventions:	Why	are	the	words	“Technology	and	Treasure”	and	“Atocha”	italicized	in	the	
paragraph?	Find	two	commas	and	explain	their	purpose.	

 
EXTENSION:  
At the end of the passage, the author poses the question: “Is it worth it?” Do you believe the 
work involved in finding and recovering shipwrecks is worth the effort and expense? Write an 
opinion essay explaining your position. Provide reasons for your position and use textual 
evidence to support those reasons.  
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ELEMENTARY READING
5th GRADE- ACTIVITY 1

Handouts can be found under the Student Resource Tab on The 
Knox County Schools website - www.knoxschools.org



If	this	video	
is	hard	to	

understand:	

1. Turn on closed captions, if 
available. 

2. Adjust the playback speed to 
slow down the video.

3. Consider watching short clips 
then pause, listen, and watch 
again.

4. Ask someone in your home to 
watch the video with you.  Stop 
frequently and talk to your partner 
about what you heard and 
understood.



ADVENTURERS
Essential Question: Who goes

seeking adventure and why?

• Learning Target: Read closely to explain 
the process of recovering shipwrecks.

• Success Criteria:
- Make a reasonable estimate.
- Explain how shipwrecks are recovered.
- Use multiple pieces of text evidence.
- Follow conventions of standard written English.



KNOWLEDGE BUILDING

• Ocean Adventurers

• Technology and Treasure

• What does it take to find and uncover 
underwater shipwrecks?



PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES



TECHNOLOGY AND TREASURE



17 C

1600s



ACCESSING THE WRECK

1
2
3



RECOVERING ARTIFACTS



IS IT WORTH IT?



ADVENTURERS

• Learning Target: Read closely to explain 
the process of recovering shipwrecks.

• Success Criteria:
- Make a reasonable estimate.
- Explain how shipwrecks are recovered.
- Use multiple pieces of text evidence.
- Follow conventions of standard written English.



QUICK WRITE-
MAKE YOUR CASE

It took 16 years for Mel Fisher to find the 
Atocha. How long do you think it took to 
recover all the objects from the wreckage? 
Use text evidence to explain the steps that 
Fisher and his team would have taken. 



RECAP

Essential Question: Who goes
seeking adventure and why?

• Learning Target: Read closely to explain 
the process of recovering shipwrecks.

• Writing Tasks:
▪ Quick write – opinion paragraph
▪ Extension – opinion essay



EXTENSION

At the end of the passage, the author 
poses the question: “Is it worth it?” Do you 
believe the work involved in finding and 
recovering shipwrecks is worth the effort and 
expense? Write an opinion essay explaining 
your position. Provide reasons for your 
position and use textual evidence to support 
those reasons. 



Handouts can be found under the Student Resource Tab on
The Knox County Schools website - www.knoxschools.org
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