
GT	July	Enrichment	

Parents/Guardians,		

These	ELA	&	Math	resources	will	enrich	and	add	depth	to	the	thinking	of	your	GT	

student	through	the	summer	because	they	encourage:		

•	Multiple	pathways	for	solutions�

•	Analysis	of	word	relationships	and	letters	within	words		

•	Backwards	thinking	(What	doesn’t	belong?)��

•	Analogies��

•	Logic��

•	Creativity��

•	Student	choice�	

• Multi-step	problems	�	

• Ranking	(requiring	analyzation)	�	

• Analyzation	of	different	number	combinations	to	arrive	at	answers	�	

• Error	analysis	�	

Until	next	time,		
	
Your	GT	Coach		



 Logic Puzzles  
!
!
 
 
The Nelsen’s favorite zoo animals. 
 
1.  Erin’s favorite animal is a 
mammal. 
2.  Brody and Eric like reptiles. 
3.  Elle’s favorite animal can swing 
by its tail. 
4.  Brody’s animal smells with its 
tongue.!!!
!
!
!
!
!

 
 

How do they like to travel? 
 
1.  Neither Nathan or Jaden like to 
fly. 
2.  Amber prefers to travel by air. 
3.  Nathan does not like water. 
4.  Matthew likes to look out over 
the wing when he travels. 

  

! ! ! ! !
Erin ! ! ! !

Brody ! ! ! !
Eric ! ! ! !
Elle ! ! ! !

!!
!
!
!
!

! ! ! ! !
Amber ! ! ! !
Nathan ! ! ! !
Matthew ! ! ! !
Jaden ! ! ! !

!
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Name_______________________________

Read and fill in the chartL

1 Mr Bakervs got four puppiesS two boys and two girlsL Their names are BrownieS 
  MuffinS Biscotti and CookieL

2 The puppy in basket number 3 has got long legs and small eyesL

3 Brownievs got big eyesL HE is in basket number 1L

4 Three puppies have got small eyes but only two have got short legsL

5 The puppy in basket number 3 is a girlL Her name is NOT Muffin

6 The puppy in basket number 2 has got long legs and small eyesL HIS name 
    is BiscottiL

MR BAKER'S PUPPIES

name

basket number

long or short legs 

big or small eyes

boy or girl

BROWNIE

3

LONG

GIRL

SHORT



A
ll of K

a
trina

’s friends got new
 p

ets this su
m

m
er.  Her m

om
 sa

y
s tha

t 
their a

p
a
rtm

ent bu
ilding w

ill not a
llow

 p
ets.  K

a
trina

 is m
a
k
ing a

 cha
rt of 

a
ll her friends, their new

 p
ets, the p

et’s na
m

es 
a
nd w

here her friend got the a
nim

a
l.  Help

 K
a
trina

 m
a
k
e the cha

rt.

P
et

P
et N

a
m

e
P

et Ow
ner

W
here the Ow

ner 
Got the P

et

N
a
m

e/s: _________________________________



Gra
cie

N
ola

n

K
ennedi

A
ndy

Q
u

eenie

U
no

Ginger

Sp
ik

e

Pet Mart Pond
Freddy’s
Pet Store Pet Rescue



N
ola

n’s M
om

 ha
d to 

fill ou
t a

dop
tion 

p
a
p
ers before they

 
cou

ld bring Sp
ik

e 
hom

e.  

Q
u

eenie the Frog 
w

a
s fou

nd by
 tw

o 
brothers ou

t on a
 

w
a
lk

.

P
et M

a
rt ju

st sold 
their la

st goldfish to 
a
 girl w

hose na
m

e 
ends in “E”.  

K
ennedi’s da

d is 
u

p
set beca

u
se her 

new
 p

et k
ep

t him
 

u
p
 a

ll night cry
ing.



The ZOO 
 

Zoo keepers have very important roles in keeping the animals healthy and 
the zoo running properly.  Use the information below to complete the 
schedule for a fictional zoo keeper. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
8:00 - 
10:30 a.m.      
10:30 a.m.- 
1:00 p.m.      
1:00 - 
3:30 p.m. 
      
 
! At lunch time each day, the zoo keepers ride through the zoo to monitor 

and do a quick overview of the entire zoo. 
! Monday morning and Friday afternoon has to be spent making sure the 

trash bins are emptied. 
! He has to feed the animals every day. 
! On all days that begin with a "T", he does research on new ways to care 

for animals right before he leaves in the afternoon. 
! The first thing he does Wednesday is to create a schedule for which 

animals will be fed at which times the following week. 
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6SWE Ẃ�JEXLIV�KEZI�LIV���
WXEQTW� ,IV�KSEP�MW�XS�LEZI�E
GSPPIGXMSR�SJ�����WXEQTW�

7LI�FSYKLX����WXEQTW�EX�E�WLST
ERH�SVHIVIH���WXEQTW�JVSQ�E
QEKE^MRI�8LIR�WLI�FSYKLX�E
WTIGMEP�WIX�SJ����WXEQTW�JVSQ
XLI�TSWX�SJJMGI�

,S[�QER]�HSIW�WLI�WXMPP�RIIH
XS�VIEGL�LIV�KSEP#

7LE[R�LEW�����FEWOIXFEPP�GEVHW
WS�JEV� &]�XLI�IRH�SJ�XLI�QSRXL� LI�[ERXW�XS�S[R�E�XSXEP�SJ�����

8LI�GEVHW�GSQI�MR�TEGOW�SJ���8LI�JMVWX�[IIO�SJ�XLI�QSRXL� LI�FSYKLX���TEGOW
SJ�GEVHW�8LI�WIGSRH�[IIO� LI�FSYKLX���TEGOW� ,I�FSYKLX���TEGOW�HYVMRK�XLI
XLMVH�[IIO�ERH���TEGOW�HYVMRK�XLI�JSYVXL�[IIO�

(MH�LI�VIEGL�LMW�KSEP�SJ�����GEVHW#

3

2

1

12180 Think-Aloud Math Word Problems © Nessel and Newbold Published by Scholastic Teaching Resources
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What to Do
MATERIALS • two copies (on white paper) of the drawing template 

(page 10) for each student 
• two copies (on colored paper, if possible) of the 

writing template (page 11) for each student 
• colored pencils
• scissors
• glue sticks

1. Review the six “day-related” idioms on page 9 with your
students. Discuss their meanings, their usage, and their origins.

2. Have each student choose one of the six idioms for which they
will construct a sunbook.

3. Give two copies of each template to each student. 
4. Each sunbook will have four pages.

Page 1: Drawing Template Students should use creative
lettering to write the idiom on which they will be reporting.
Underneath the idiom, have them write in their own words a
sentence that explains its meaning.
Page 2: Writing Template Students should write a complete,
detailed paragraph describing the origins of the idiom they chose.
Page 3: Drawing Template Students should draw a picture
that illustrates the idiom’s meaning.
Page 4: Writing Template Students should write a short story
that includes the use of the idiom, either in one of the descriptive
sentences or in a quote.

5. After students have filled out each of the pages, they should cut
out the shapes and follow the directions for constructing the sun-
books (at the bottom of both template pages).
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Sunbooks for “Every-day” Idioms
When they first appear, idioms are novel and unique. Over time, their origins often 
are lost or forgotten. Brighten up your classroom with a vibrant, spinning display 
of sunbooks that encourage your students to learn about the origins of idioms.

Idioms
x Call it a day

x Dog days of summer

x Field day

x Red-letter day

x Rome was not built in
a day

x Save for a rainy day

Try This Idea!
Hang a string across your
classroom. Tie pieces of
thread of varying lengths
along the string. Tie a paper
clip to the end of each piece
of thread. Paper-clip the tops
of each sunbook to the
thread to create a long mobile
of students’ work. When a
breeze blows past the
sunbooks they spin, creating
a vibrant display to jazz up
your classroom!

20 Hands-On Activities for Learning Idioms © Michael Gravois, Scholastic Teaching Resources



Call It a Day
Meaning: to stop work for the day; to bring a

project to an end for the time being

Origin: The idea expressed in this idiom is that
a certain amount of work is enough for one
day. When you’ve done that amount, you
should “call it a day,” meaning to declare that
you’ve done a full day’s work and that you’re
stopping.

Dog Days of Summer
Meaning: the hottest and most humid days of

summer, usually much of July and August

Origin: In ancient Roman times people who
studied astronomy knew that Sirius, the Dog
Star, rose and set with the sun during the
hottest weeks of the year, July through mid-
August. People thought that the heat from the
Dog Star combined with the heat from the sun
to make those weeks extra hot. That’s why
people today call this uncomfortable time the
“dog days.” People tend to get bored and tired
at this time because it’s so hot outside.

Field Day
Meaning: to have unlimited opportunities; to

have it all your own way; to go all out and
experience success at something

Origin: In the 1800s people from schools, fire
companies, businesses, and other organiza-
tions would participate in wholesome outdoor
sports on a big playing field. They would play
to their heart’s content. Soon, to have a field
day meant to indulge yourself in any way
you wanted. Even today, some schools have a
“field day.”

Red-Letter Day
Meaning: a day remembered as especially

happy and significant

Origin: In medieval times, religious festivals,
holidays, and saints’ days were printed in red
ink on church calendars. (The other days
were in black.) The “red-letter days” were the
really special ones. Any day remembered
because it’s particularly pleasant or important
can be called a red-letter day no matter what
color ink it’s printed in on your calendar.

Rome Was Not Built in a Day
Meaning: a difficult or important goal or task

cannot be achieved quickly or all at once

Origin: Rome, the beautiful city on the Tiber
River in Italy, was the capital of the Roman
Empire. It took centuries for Rome to be built
to its full glory. There’s a lesson in that. If
“Rome wasn’t built in a day,” then you
should be willing to persevere when you’re
working on a project. Major accomplishments
don’t happen overnight. Two similar proverbs
are “where there’s a will, there’s a way” and
“if at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.”

Save for a Rainy Day
Meaning: to save for a time of need; to put

something away for the future

Origin: Since the sixteenth century, “rainy day”
has meant a time of need, misfortune,
hardship, and affliction. So if things are
“sunny” for you now, don’t waste everything
you have. Put some away for a “rainy day”
because circumstances may change.
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Meanings and Origins of “Every-day” Idioms
The following descriptions are taken from the Scholastic Dictionary of Idioms by
Marvin Terban (Scholastic, 1996), a wonderful resource that contains more than 
six hundred idioms and their origins.
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Cut out each circle and
fold them in half. 
Use a glue stick to attach
half of the back of a
drawing template to half
of the back of a writing
template. Align along the folds.

10

Sunbooks for “Every-day” Idioms Drawing Template
Directions
1. In one sun, use creative lettering to write

the idiom on which you chose to report.
Underneath the idiom, write a sentence
that explains its meaning.

2. In the other sun, draw and color a picture
that illustrates the idiom’s meaning.

Cut along the rays
to make a three-
dimensional sun.

Attach the other
two templates
the same way.
Glue all four
templates
together.
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Sunbooks for “Every-day” Idioms Writing Template
Directions
1. In one sun, write a complete, detailed

paragraph describing the origins of the
idiom you chose.

2. In the other sun write a short story that
includes the use of the idiom, either in one
of the descriptive sentences or in a quote.

Cut out each circle and
fold them in half. 
Use a glue stick to attach
half of the back of a
drawing template to half
of the back of a writing
template. Align along the folds.

Cut along the rays
to make a three-
dimensional sun.

Attach the other
two templates
the same way.
Glue all four
templates
together.
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What to Do
MATERIALS • copies of the napkin and food templates 

(pages 40 and 41)
• scissors
• colored pencils
• glue sticks
• paper plates
• highlighter

1. Give each student a paper plate and a copy of the two templates.
2. Have students choose four idioms from the list above. They

should write the related idiom on each piece of food from the
food template and color the illustration. 

3. Direct them to cut out each food item and use a glue stick to
attach it to the paper plate.

4. Ask students to write a creative short story on their “Food for
Thought” napkin template that uses the four idioms they chose.
If desired, have students use a highlighter to call out each of the
idioms in the story. Remind them to sign their names at the end
of the story.

5. Finally, have students cut out the napkin template and fold it in
half diagonally so it looks like a napkin. They can then cut out
the fork and glue it to the napkin as a finishing touch.
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Food for Thought
Give your students some food for thought as they create idiom
snacks and write creative stories that tie the idioms together.

Try This Idea!
Staple each student’s plate
and napkin onto the bulletin
board. Create a banner that
reads “Food for Thought.”

x Apple of your eye

x Rotten apple spoils
the barrel

x Upset the
applecart

x Go bananas

x Top banana

x Full of beans

x Spill the 
beans

x Bowl of 
cherries

x Cool as a 
cucumber

x From soup to nuts

x Hard nut to crack

x Like two peas in a pod

x In a pickle

x Drop you like a 
hot potato

Suggested Idioms
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Food for Thought Napkin-Writing Template

Food for Thought

Name Date
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Food for Thought Food Template
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Answer	Key	for	Enrichment	Resources	
	
	
The	answers	are	arranged	in	the	same	order	as	
they	appear	in	the	packet.	The	highlighted	
pages	are	the	answers	for	your	grade’s	
enrichment	activities.			
	
	
































