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3.ELA.Week 4 

There will be a short video lesson of a Knox County 3rd Grade Teacher to 
accompany this text available on the KCS YouTube Channel and KCS TV. 

 

Tennessee’s	English	Language	Arts	(ELA)	standards	ask	students	to	read,	talk,	and	write	about	a	
variety	of	texts.		In	this	activity	packet,	your	child	will	have	the	chance	to	do	just	that	as	they	
work	to	solve	a	mystery.		
	
If	your	child	completed	last	week’s	activity	packet	introducing	them	to	the	text	and	tasks,	this	
week’s	activities	will	allow	them	to	review	their	prior	learning	and	to	extend	their	
understanding	of	this	topic.	If	your	child	did	not	complete	last	week’s	activity	packet,	this	
week’s	activities	will	allow	them	to	read,	talk,	and	write	in	response	to	a	text,	as	well	as	
compare	their	work	to	an	exemplar.	

	
1) Check	for	understanding	of	the	Essential	Question	for	the	unit:		
	 	
							What	makes	nature’s	record-holders	unique?	
	

Questions	for	Discussion:	
What	does	unique	mean?	
How	is	Mt.	Waialeale	unique?	

	
2) Reread	the	student’s	response	to	text	and	check	for	the	following:	

	
● Topic	sentence	
● Important	Details	
● Ending	

	
									Does	their	writing	make	sense?	Does	their	response	answer	the	question?	
	

3)	Option	to	extend:		
	

● 	Ask	students	to	choose	three	colors	and	highlight	their	topic	sentence,	important	
details,	and	ending.	Do	they	have	everything	that	they	need	in	their	writing?	
	

● Pick	a	unique	location	to	write	about.		(This	could	even	be	your	school!)		Write	a	
paragraph	about	your	unique	location.		Remember	to	include	details	to	support	why	this	
is	a	unique	location.		Add	pictures	or	drawings	to	support	your	writing.	
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3rd Grade Science: Week 4 April 27 
Types of Clouds 

Directions: If you have internet access, watch  
the KCS@Home video before doing this handout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A cloud is a collection of tiny water droplets or ice 
crystals in the air. The color and shape of clouds 
can give information about the weather. Clouds can 
appear white or gray. White clouds are made of 
water droplets that scatter light. When clouds get 
thicker and taller, they reflect more sunlight. That’s 
when clouds appear gray. Gray clouds often bring 
rain.  
 
 Cloud types are named for their shape. Those 
formed in layers covering the sky are called stratus 
clouds. Those that are puffy and rise high up in the 
air are called cumulus clouds. Very high white, 
wispy-shaped clouds are named cirrus. Some 
stratus and cumulus clouds can be dark gray and 
produce rain or snow. These rain or snow clouds 
have the term nimbus added their name. They are 
called nimbostratus or cumulonimbus clouds 
because nimbus means “gray rain cloud.  
 



 
 

Having fun watching the clouds? Share a picture with us by tweeting to @KCSScience 




