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Why are we here?
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires
that each Title I school hold an annual meeting of
Title I families in order to:
•

Inform you of your school’s participation in Title I.

•

Explain the requirements of Title I.

•

Explain your rights as parents and family
members to be involved.

What will I learn?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What is a Title I school?
What are my rights?
What can Title I funds be used for?
How does our school use Title I funds?
What is the School Plan?
What are our schoolwide program goals?
How is parent and family engagement funded?
What is the Parent and Family Engagement Policy?
What is the School-Parent Compact?
What curriculum does our school use?
What tests will my child be taking?
How can I be involved?
Who can I contact for help?

What is a Title I school?
u

Title I was passed in 1965 under the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA). It is the largest federal assistance
program for our nation’s schools.

u

Title I schools receive extra funding (Title I dollars) from the
federal government. These dollars are used to:
•

identify students experiencing academic difficulties and
provide assistance to help these students

•

purchase additional staff, programs, materials, and/or
supplies

•

conduct parent and family engagement meetings,
trainings, events, and/or activities
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What are my rights?
u

The families and parents of Title I students have a right, by law, to:
• Be involved in decisions made at both the school and district
level
Be provided with information on your child’s level of
achievement on tests in reading/language arts, writing,
mathematics, and science
• Request and receive information on the qualifications of your
child’s teacher and paraprofessionals who are working with
your child
•

•

Request opportunities for regular meetings to formulate
suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions
about the education of your child. The school is required to
respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible.
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What can Title I funds be used for?
u

In general, Title I funds my be used for:
•

smaller class sizes

•

additional teachers and paraprofessionals

•

additional training for school staff

•

extra time for instruction (before and/or after school
programs)

•

parent and family engagement activities

•

a variety of supplemental teaching materials, equipment,
and technology
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How does our school use Title I funds?
u

In 2021-2022, our school was allotted approximately $366,784.72 in Title I funding.

u

We developed a Schoolwide Program, which means we plan to spend our funds on the following:
Ø

Supplemental staff:
3 Teaching Assistants
1 Math Coach (Master Teacher)
1 New Teacher Mentor
1 Instructional Support Teacher
1 Part-time Certified Teacher for 1st grade intervention

Ø

12 new active panels
Supplemental Technology Resources
Leveled Literacy books
Ink for printers

Ø
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What is the SIP?
u

u

The SIP is the School Improvement Plan. It includes:
•

the identification of the school planning team and how they will be
engaged in the planning process

•

a needs assessment and summary of academic and non-academic data

•

prioritized goals, strategies, and action steps to help address the
academic and non-academic needs of students

•

teacher and staff professional development needs

•

budgets and the coordination of resources.

The school must include family representatives on our school planning team.
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What are our schoolwide program
goals?
Ø

In the next school year, students will demonstrate an increase in achievement
in Reading/Language Arts/English on the TCAP state assessments to achieve
our success rate AMO.

Ø

In the next school year, students will demonstrate an increase in achievement
in Mathematics on the TCAP state assessments in order to achieve our success
rate AMO.

Ø

In the next school year Belle Morris Elementary students will have equal
access to a safe learning environment that:
1) Promotes academic achievement.
2) Limits the amount of lost instructional time.
3) Ensures that all students have the opportunity to learn.
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How is parent and family engagement
funded?
u

Any district with a Title I allocation exceeding $500,000 is
required by law to set aside 1% of it’s Title I allocation for
parent and family engagement.

u

Of that 1%, 10% may be reserved at the district for
system-wide initiatives related to parent and family
engagement. The remaining 90% must be allocated to all
Title I schools in the district.

u

You, as Title I parents and family members, have the right
to be involved in how this money is spent.
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How is parent and family engagement
funded?
u

In 2021-2022, we received approximately $4,805 in parent and family
engagement funding. We plan to use these funds for:
•

•

Parent and Family Engagement Meeting and Events
o

Reading Night – Oct. 26, 4:30 – 6:00, with Author Lester
Laminack

o

Math/Science – Feb. 4:30 – 6:30, with Steve Spangler, the
science guy!

Materials/Supplies
Reading books from the author presenting, family art
project, science experiment materials.
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What is a Parent and Family
Engagement Policy?
u

u

These plans address how the district and school will implement the
parent and family engagement requirements of ESSA. Components
should include:
•

how parents and families can be involved in decision-making and activities

•

how parent and family engagement funds are being used

•

how information and training will be provided to families

•

how the school will build capacity in families and staff for strong parent and
family engagement

You, as a Title I parent or family member, have the right to be involved
in the development of these plans.
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What is a Parent and Family
Engagement Policy?
u

The district Parent and Family Engagement Policy can be found here:
•

u

» Knox County Schools Policy I-280

This policy talks about how each Title I school will jointly develop a family
engagement policy. The programs, activities and procedures will be planned with
and implemented with parents of participating students.
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What is a School-Parent Compact?
u

A school-parent compact is a written commitment that outlines how the entire
school community – teachers, families, and students will share the responsibility
for improved academic achievement.

u

The compact must describe how the school will:

u

•

provide high-quality curriculum and instruction

•

hold parent-teacher conferences, annually in elementary schools

•

provide parents with reports on their child’s progress

•

provide parents reasonable access to staff

•

provide parents opportunities to volunteer

•

ensure regular two-way meaningful communication between family members
and staff, to the extent practicable, in a language family members can
understand

You, as a Title I parent or family member, have the right to be involved in the
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development of the compact.

What is a School-Parent Compact?
u

The school-parent compact was shared at the beginning of the
school year. Students brought it home on a coral color piece of
paper in both English and Spanish.

u

The compact describes how our school, parents and students will
share in responsibility for improving student academics and
achievement. It details how the school and our parents will build
and develop a partnership.
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What curriculum does our school use?
§

The Tennessee Academic Standards provide a common set of
expectations for what students will know and be able to do at
the end of a grade for each subject area.

§

Tennessee's academic standards form the framework for
everything taught at Belle Morris Elementary

§

For more information about Tennessee’s academic standards,
see:
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/education/instruction/acade
mic-standards.html
Curriculums are listed below:
Reading: Benchmark Advance.
Math: TNReady

S.S.: Studies Weekly and Gallopade
Science: TN Inspire Science
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What tests will my child be taking?
§

Aimsweb Reading and Math – An assessment that measures
fluency and foundational skills. (3 times a year)

§

Mastery Connect/Case 21 Benchmarks - an assessment tool teachers
can use to identify student mastery of standards. (3times a year)

§

TCAP/TNReady - The TCAP tests are designed to assess true student
understanding and not just basic memorization and test-taking skills. TCAP
measures student understanding of our state standards.

§

The proficiency levels students are knowing grade level
standards. (below level, emerging, on level and advanced)
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How can I be involved?
§

We need you! Research has proven that family engagement in education has
more impact on student achievement than any other factor.

§

To get involved with the SIP, involved with the Parent and Family
Engagement Policy, or the School Parent Compact, contact the office, 865594-1277. Administration will get back with you asap!
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Thank you for joining us tonight.
u

This PowerPoint will be placed and found on our web site
if you would like to go back and view again.
Ms. Hursey, Principal
Ms. Fitzpatrick, Assistant Principal

