Central High School 2021-2022 Summer
Reading
Committees of teachers work together at each grade level to determine the most appropriate
outside reading program to prepare and support students through the honors and AP
coursework. Works selected have a direct connection to the instruction in the school year. For
AP courses, works selected have been identified by the College Board as acceptable texts for
summer and semester reading through the AP course syllabus audits.
Expectations : Students should be ready for assessments, activities, and discussions on the first full day of
classes. Students should contact teachers through email if questions arise over the summer. In addition to
keeping the mind active and preventing the usual reading skill loss, summer reading assignments also provide
an opportunity for early assessment for data-based course planning.
Alternate Texts : If parents or students find a text objectionable, they should contact the teacher as soon
as possible, and the teacher will provide an alternate title of similar text structure and Lexile measure.
Sometimes teachers travel over the summer and cannot be reached for a few days. They will respond as quickly
as they are able. If after a week there is no response, parents may contact the department chair, Melanie Mullins,
at melanie.mullins@knoxschools.org, and she will help resolve the issue. Honors English I and II students
should read and annotate all titles listed. AP Language (11th grade) should read three titles and complete
the written assignment, and AP Literature (12th grade) should read, annotate, and complete the attached
assignment for all three titles listed. All synopsis information is cited from www.goodreads.com.
Quick Reference:
Honors English I:
● The Secret Life of Bees, Sue Monk Kidd
● Lord of the Flies, William Golding
Honors English II:
● Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe
● The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros
AP Language and Composition (11th Grade):
● The Radium Girls, Kate Moore
● In Cold Blood, Truman Capote
● I am Malala, Malala Yousafzai.
● One written assignment
AP Literature and Composition (12th Grade):
● A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry
● Frankenstein, Mary Shelley
● Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neal Hurston
● A short assignment for each reading

English I Honors
Assignments:
Students need to have both books read by the first day of school in order to participate in the summer reading
unit assignments/assessments. Please read with these possible assessments in mind:
● Multiple Choice Exam -100 points
● Formal Essays and/or In-Class Timed Writings -100 points
● Circle Discussion and/or Group Presentation -50 points
● Various In-Class Close Readings/Literary Analysis Assignments (points dependent on the assignment)

The Secret Life of Bees, Sue Monk Kidd
“Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily
Owens, whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the
afternoon her mother was killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in
mother," Rosaleen, insults three of the deepest racists in town, Lily decides to
spring them both free. They escape to Tiburon, South Carolina--a town that
holds the secret to her mother's past. Taken in by an eccentric trio of black
beekeeping sisters, Lily is introduced to their mesmerizing world of bees and
honey, and the Black Madonna. This is a remarkable novel about divine female
power, a story women will share and pass on to their daughters for years to
come.”
Lord of the Flies, William Golding
“At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a
group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to
celebrate; this far from civilization the boys can do anything they want. Anything. They
attempt to forge their own society, failing, however, in the face of terror, sin and evil.
And as order collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the
hope of adventure seems as far from reality as the hope of being rescued. Labeled a
parable, an allegory, a myth, a morality tale, a parody, a political treatise, even a vision
of the apocalypse, Lord of the Flies is perhaps our most memorable novel about “the
end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart.’”

English II Honors
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe
“A true classic of world literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria, across
Africa, and around the world.” —Barack Obama
Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a
classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the
continent. Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia
in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions
by British political and religious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order.
With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall Apart provides one
of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience. Achebe does not only capture life in
a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss of that world while broadening our
understanding of our contemporary realities.”
*Use the glossary at the end of the novel to help with unfamiliar words
**Look up pronunciation of names to help with your comprehension
The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros
“Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, The House on Mango Street is the
remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero.Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes
heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous–it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up
in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will become. Few other books in our
time have touched so many readers.”

English III AP Language and Composition
Welcome to AP Language and Composition! This AP course emphasizes a mix of politics, history, social
sciences, current events and nonfiction prose. If you have questions, please email me
andrea.turner@knoxschools.org. Do not wait until the first day of class!
Due Date: The readings and one written assignment are due the first FULL day of school. By completing these
summer reading and language activities, you will prepare for success in this class. I hope you will also enjoy the
reading and that it provides you with the opportunity to see the world from a different perspective, as well as
appreciate the universality of human experience conveyed by literature.
Summer reading summary - 3 books, 1 written assignment
(please read through in depth explanations for further clarification):
1. The Radium Girls, Kate Moore
In the dark years of the first World War, hundreds of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of the
radium-dial factories. The glittering chemical covers their bodies from head to toe; they light
up the night like industrious fireflies. With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" are the
luckiest alive — until they begin to fall mysteriously ill. But the factories that once offered
golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims of the gruesome side effects, and the
women's cries of corruption. And as the fatal poison of the radium takes hold, the brave
shining girls find themselves embroiled in one of the biggest scandals of America's early 20th
century, and in a groundbreaking battle for workers' rights that will echo for centuries to
come...
2. I am Malala, Malala Yousafzai.
DO NOT BUY THE “YOUNG READERS EDITION”! Malala Yousafzai
was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. They said
music was a crime. They said women weren't allowed to go to the market.
They said girls couldn't go to school. Raised in a once-peaceful area of
Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what
she believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9,
2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She was shot point-blank while
riding the bus on her way home from school. No one expected her to survive
.
3. In Cold Blood, Truman Capote
On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter
family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces.
There was no apparent motive for the crime, and there were almost no clues. As Truman
Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, and execution
of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and astonishing empathy.

4. Write a response to your choice of ONE of the three books. Be prepared to do in class writing,
discussion, and assessment of the other two books.
a. Prompt: Compose a multi-paragraph response in which you analyze the author’s purpose for
writing this book (why tell this story? how do they want it to change/affect/move the readers?).
Discuss their purpose as it builds and develops across the book. Consider the rhetorical elements
of TONE as listed below. How do they support the author’s overall purpose? This response is
due the first full day of school and should be shared with my email on google drive. It will be
graded for completion as well as for thoughtful analysis of author purpose.
Advice for completing a written response to nonfiction literature:
In this introductory assignment for AP English Language and Composition, you will focus on critical analysis
of the texts you are reading. This will require you to read closely and carefully – in “study mode”. Yes, you
need to read for literal meaning (to understand what is going on in the text), but you will also need to read
critically. To analyze is to break up a complicated text into its component parts, examine those parts
individually, and explain how they work together to fulfill the author’s intended purpose.
The specific rhetorical element that I would like you to focus on while you read is TONE. TONE is defined as
the author’s attitude toward the subject or theme, revealed through stylistic choices. There are many stylistic
choices an author might use. These writing choices include (but are not limited to) DICTION, SYNTAX, and
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE.
DICTION — word choice, to convey tone, purpose, or effect.
For example, a sentence like “Johnny walked to the park” is pretty straightforward and has a neutral tone.
However, if I want to convey the idea that walking to the park is drudgery for Johnny, I can play with the verb
“walked” and change it to this: “Johnny trudged to the park.” Other “walk” verbs that convey emotion include
“pranced”, “slithered”, “glided”, “marched”, “skipped”, “slogged”, “ambled”, “sashayed”, and “strutted”. Think
of how the changing of one word changes the whole feel of the sentence. It all depends on what the author
wants to convey.
SYNTAX—how words are arranged into sentences to convey meaning; sentence structure. Authors may play
with the order and arrangement of words to create a particular effect.
For example, short, choppy sentences can create a sense of urgency if that is the author’s intention: “Quick! Get
help! Someone’s hurt. A broken leg. Hurry!” A balanced sentence structure might be saved for a memorable
message: “Ask not what your country can do for you ask what you can do for your country” The dash
represents the linguistic fulcrum that Kennedy’s famous challenge balances on – the reversal of terms also
makes it memorable. A periodic sentence, in which the main clause is saved until the end, may be used to create
a sense of tension or expectation. Patrick Henry was an expert: "If we wish to be free, if we mean to preserve
inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contending, if we mean not basely to
abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves
never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained, w
 e must fight!” There you have it –
Henry keeps throwing all these “if we” conditionals at us, until the building up of conditions demands an action:
“we must fight” breaks the tension and satisfies the conditions.
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE – (in contrast to LITERAL language) has levels of meaning expressed through
figures of speech such as personification, metaphor, hyperbole, irony, metonymy, etc.
For example, this is how Zora Neale Hurston uses figurative language when Janie Starks goes to her husband’s
funeral in Their Eyes Were Watching God: “Janie starched and ironed her face and came set in the funeral
behind her veil. It was like a wall of stone and steel. The funeral was going on outside . . . She sent her face to
the funeral, and herself went rollicking with the springtime across the world.” The images here show a barrier
between Janie’s outward form and appearance of solemnity for the dead, but within she is actually celebrating.
The figurative language expresses this separation in a fresh and interesting way.

English IV AP Literature and Composition
Welcome to AP Literature and Composition! This AP course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing about
imaginative literature (fiction, poetry, and drama) from various periods. Students engage in close reading and
critical analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to
provide both meaning and pleasure. If you have questions, please email melanie.mullins@knoxschools.org
Task: Read and annotate the following novels. Once you are finished, complete the attached book review sheet.
(Click here for the Google Doc) This will help you in class discussions, assignments, and essays. Most
importantly, it will prepare you for FRQ Question 3 on the AP Literature Exam. You may either print it and
handwrite your responses or type your answers in the Google Doc.
Due Date: The readings and review book sheets are due the first FULL day of class. By
completing these summer reading and review activities, you will prepare for success in this
class.
*A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry (language)
“‘Never before, in the entire history of the American theater, has so much of the truth of black
people's lives been seen on the stage," observed James Baldwin shortly before A Raisin in the
Sun opened on Broadway in 1959. Indeed Lorraine Hansberry's award-winning drama about
the hopes and aspirations of a struggling, working-class family living on the South Side of
Chicago connected profoundly with the psyche of black America--and changed American
theater forever.”
Frankenstein, Mary Shelley
“Mary Shelley began writing Frankenstein when she was only eighteen. At once a Gothic
thriller, a passionate romance, and a cautionary tale about the dangers of science,
Frankenstein tells the story of committed science student Victor Frankenstein. Obsessed with
discovering the cause of generation and life and bestowing animation upon lifeless matter,
Frankenstein assembles a human being from stolen body parts but; upon bringing it to life, he
recoils in horror at the creature's hideousness. Tormented by isolation and loneliness, the
once-innocent creature turns to evil and unleashes a campaign of murderous revenge against
his creator, Frankenstein.”
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neal Hurston
“One of the most important works of twentieth-century American literature, Zora Neale
Hurston's beloved 1937 classic, Their Eyes Were Watching God, is an enduring
Southern love story sparkling with wit, beauty, and heartfelt wisdom. Told in the
captivating voice of a woman who refuses to live in sorrow, bitterness, fear, or foolish
romantic dreams, it is the story of fair-skinned, fiercely independent Janie Crawford,
and her evolving selfhood through three marriages and a life marked by poverty, trials,
and purpose. A true literary wonder, Hurston's masterwork remains as relevant and
affecting today as when it was first published—perhaps the most widely read and
highly regarded novel in the entire canon of African American literature.”

AP English Literature and Composition

Name____________________________

Book Review Sheet : ___________________________________________
Author:

Biographical information about the author:

Date of publication

Historical Context:

Plot Summary (bullet points):

Memorable Quotes: (list 3)

Explanation/context of each quote

Major Characters and characteristics:

Universal themes:

Symbols:

