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WATSON’S WORLD~ 
 
No Energy Vampires Allowed! 
Jon Gordon is one of my favorite authors. He has written several books, blogs, articles, and etc. on motiva-
tion, success, and the power of being positive. One of his books is titled “The Energy Bus” and in this book 
he discusses ten rules of riding the bus and being successful. One of the rules discussed is that Energy 
Vampires are not allowed. What is an Energy Vampire? An Energy Vampire is anyone that tries to suck  
positive energy from people. I discussed this with the students in the first week and I talked about it at our 
Open House to parents.  In the school setting an Energy Vampire could be a person disrupting class, being 
mean, causing drama, or being a bully. Really, it is anyone that is taking away from the positive learning 
environment. Students are at school to learn in a safe and positive environment for that reason No Energy        
Vampires Allowed!   
 
The digital age is upon us.   
The majority of our student body now has their iPads. The iPads are not a toy. These iPads are to be used 
for educational purposes. The iPads are set up this year so students cannot download apps without going 
through our school Self-Service. The only apps on the Self-Service will be teacher-approved apps that have 
gone through the vetting criteria. If your student has the App Store on their iPad, then please notify the  
homeroom teacher to fill out the iPad Issues link. Your student should not have the App Store on the device.  
Some apps will automatically download on the devices that are frequently used apps for the district. With the 
iPads come the responsibility of using it appropriately and using digital citizenship. If you would like to learn 
more about digital citizenship, then check out commonsensemedia.org. Students need to make sure their 
iPad is always charged and ready for school. The expectation is that students will have their iPad every day 
and take it to every class. 
 
Chronic Absenteeism 
Chronic Absenteeism is when a student is absent more than 10 percent of the school year. Including        
excused and unexcused absences. Last year 22 percent of our students were Chronically Absent, which 
means they missed more than 18 days of school. That is unacceptable. Unfortunately, talking to our feeder 
school Principals,  Chronic Absenteeism is an issue at all our schools which means it is a community issue.  
Students need to be in school to get the necessary instruction and to learn. Research shows that students 
that are Chronically Absent are more likely to drop out of school. We are putting some interventions in place 
to address the situation, but the best and most effective intervention is the parent. Encourage your child to 
come to school and give their best.   
 
Parent Night 
On Thursday, September 13

th
 we will have a Parent Night at Carter Middle School from 5pm to 7pm. We will 

have pizza and drinks. You can pick up your child’s mid-term and meet with teachers to discuss progress.  
We will also have the Scholastic Book Fair in the Library.  
 

Thank you for your continued support and cooperation.                                                                        
Remember to show your Hornet PRIDE!                                                                                          

Go Hornets! 

Mr. Watson 

“The key to success is to be a lifelong learner who continuously works hard to improve.”   
~Jon Gordon, The Energy Bus                                                                                     

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/46174.Jon_Gordon
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/78306


STANLEY’S SECTION~ 
 
The 7

th
 graders are having a great year thus far.  They are getting accustom to grades, homework, testing, 

after school extra-curricular activities, community events, etc.  There has already been a Back to School 
Dance, but the field trips, sports, incentives, etc. are in full effect.  As our middle schoolers interact with each 
other, we want to instill in them “Hornet PRIDE”.  That is our school’s motto.  The acronym PRIDE stands for 
Positive, Respectful, Involved, Dependable, and Excellence.  These “Hornet PRIDE” expectations were taught 
and practiced the first two weeks of school.  We ask our students to show your “Hornet PRIDE” throughout the 
day.  There are banners and posters throughout the building that relay this motto.  It can also be found in the 
student handbook.  Teachers have begun giving out Hornet PRIDE tickets for behaviors that are at and above 
the norm.  The Hornet PRIDE tickets will be cashed in on Tuesdays and Thursday at the PRIDE Store soon. 
Throughout the year, we will continue to address our Hornet PRIDE motto and encourage students to show it 
every day. The iPAD Deployment night took place on Friday, August 24th. There are expectations for the 
iPAD that have been given to students through their digital citizenship study and power point presentation.   
All students are expected to use the iPAD appropriately.  We hope to see everyone on September 13

th
 from 

5:00-7:00 for Community Report Card Night for Carter Middle School.   
 
Please note that the fall field trip for 7

th
 grade is scheduled for October 19

th
.   

Parents, please look for your child to bring the permission slip for the field trip home.   
 
Jennifer Stanley 
Assistant Principal 
7

th
 Grade 

RAMSEY’S REVIEW~ 
 
Hello Hornet Family, 
 

September is already here and we’re having a fantastic 
year so far!  The end of the 4 ½ week grading period is Septem-
ber 7.  Parent night will be on September 13 from 5:00-7:00.  We 
are also going to try and have our 1

st
 parent meeting for the New 

York/Washington trip towards the end of the month.  We will com-
municate the date for this meeting via email, phone link, and stu-
dents as soon as we can.  Thank you all for your continued sup-
port and encouragement! 
 
 

 
GO HORNETS!!!! 
Joey Ramsey  
Assistant Principal 
8th Grade 

~ATTENDANCE~ 
 

Please remember that’s it’s very 
important to be                                        

at school everyday on time                   
and ready to learn.                                    

If absent, you must have                            
a doctor or parent note                                                   
turned in to the office                                      

 
 

“Success comes from knowing that you did your best to                           
become the best that you are capable of becoming.”                                

   – Coach John Wooden  



~LIBRARY NEWS~ 
 
The Scholastic Book Fair will be here Sept 10-14 in the library.  
Students will visit the Book Fair with their Social Studies class 
and will also be able to shop during Homeroom each day.  The 
Book Fair will also be available to parents during our Fall Report 
Card Night on Thursday, Sept 13.  Additionally, the Book Fair is 
available online from Sept 2-22.  Parents may also set up an 
eWallet for students so they do not have to carry cash to 
school.  Find links and more information about our Scholastic 
Book Fair at http://www.scholastic.com/bf/cartermiddleschool6.  

~COUNSELOR’S CORNER~ 
 
We are so excited to be back at Carter for another school year!   We’ve had some changes to the    
Counseling Team that we want you all to be aware of.  We now have 2 counselors for all three grade  
levels. Here are the grades we are working with, as well as how to reach us: 
 
Mr. Meade –      6

th
 Grade 

  8
th
 Grade, last names A-L 

  adam.meade@knoxschools.org 
  (865) 932-8148 
 
Ms. Kyburz - 7

th
 Grade 

  8
th
 Grade, last names M-Z 

  beth.kyburz@knoxschools.org 
  (865) 932-8152 
 
Please visit us on the Carter Middle School Counseling Services website!  If you go to the CMS website, 
you’ll find a “School Counseling” tab toward the top of the page.  While you’re there, please take just a 
few minutes to complete the Parent Needs Survey so that we have a better idea of how to best serve 
both you and your student. On our website you will also find a Parent Student Referral Form. Please 
complete this form if you would like us to talk with your student about something. Email is also a great 
way to reach us! 
 
We’re looking forward to working with both you and your students this year! 

 PTSA NEWS~ 
 
Parents: Please help you student by participating! 
You are always welcome to attend PTSA meetings. Our      
general meetings are the second Tuesday of the month                  
at 6 p.m. in the  library.  We would love to hear your thoughts 
and ideas. 
 
 

cartermiddleschoolptsa@knoxschools.org 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com%2Fbf%2Fcartermiddleschool6&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5c817ab57c9b438ea8cf08d60e8f6c38%7Ca2c165ce3db24317b7428b26460ec108%7C0%7C0%7C636712406482335357&sdata=H%2BMDwmLEsxG3Ph0Ut%2BQK0pT7
mailto:adam.meade@knoxschools.org
mailto:beth.kyburz@knoxschools.org


2018-2019 CMS                
Volleyball Team 

 
 Varsity 
 
Robin Foster 
Ava Morell  
Sadie White  
Alli Autrey 
Camdyn Seal 
Halle Watson 
Josie Shipley 
Dallas Brogdon  
 
Junior Varsity 
 
Hailey Sarton  
Layla Smith 
Emily Kirby 
Brooklyn Seal 
Sarah Jarnagin  
Katrina Lee 
Kelsi Lindsey 

2018-2019 CMS                               
Cross Country Team 

 
 April Britton 
 Hailey Komoroski  
 Kaetlyn Reynolds 
 Ivey Jones 
 Lillith Best 
 Kylie Hancock 
 Danielle Cohen 
 Shelby Mcbee 
 Collin Abbott 
 Dalton Woods 
 Tyler Weaver 
 Drake Limbaugh 
 Asher Williams 

   Don’t be an Energy Vampire! 
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SEPTEMBER  2018 

"You cannot get through a single day without having 
an impact on the world around you. What you do 
makes a difference, and you have to decide what 

kind of difference you want to make."  
~Jane Goodall 

Basketball News~ 
 
Boys and Girls basketball tryouts will begin on                           
Monday, September 24th. All students who plan to try out  
Must have a sports physical turned in to the coach before 
tryouts begin.                                                                                
See Coach Rudolph or Coach Parker for details.  






