
CARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL                         FEBRUARY 2020 

CARTER BUZZ 

       OWEN’S ORACLE~ 
 
        Hello Parents and Families, 
 
      Attendance: 
 
   We have been hit hard with flu the past few weeks. Because of this, we are falling short of our attendance 
goal which is 95% or better. This cannot be helped when we are hit with unexpected illness. We need you to 
turn in doctor’s notes and /or notes excusing students from absences.  Please insist that your students wash 
their hands often. Eating healthy will also help them fight illness. Parents, only with your help will we reach our 
attendance goal of 95% or better this school year. 
 
Please click the link below to see more about how attendance impacts student achievement. 
 
https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/5-Key-Findings-MG-Final.pdf 
 
Immunizations for Next Year: 
 
Updated immunizations are required for Sixth graders moving up to Seventh grade. Sixth grade parents, as 
you take your student to the doctor this spring and summer, please ask your physician to update your child’s  
immunizations. Once you get the immunization record updated, then send a copy to the school.  
 
Parents Beware of the Vape: 
 
 It seems like vaping is becoming a fascination for some high school and middle school students. It has been a 
problem at the high school level for a year or so around the county. Now it is starting to seep down to middle 
schools, including Carter Middle. The problem is that it appears that it could cause some serious health prob-
lems. What are E-cigarettes? According to the Centers of Disease and Control (CDC): E-cigarettes are elec-
tronic devices that heat a liquid and produce an aerosol, or mix of small particles in the air. E-cigarettes come 
in many shapes and sizes. Most have a battery, a heating element, and a place to hold a liquid.  Please see 
the link below for more information about Knox County’s policy on vaping. 
 
https://www.knoxschools.org/Page/21567 
 
Testing: 
 
We are entering that time of year!  TN Ready testing will take place in approximately 3 months! It is never too 
early to express to students the importance of taking these tests seriously and taking their school work        
seriously.  This test can impact students’ future class placement and allows us as educators to get a             
snapshot of our strength and areas to improve.  Please talk with your child about the importance of the                  
testing process.   
 
PTSA: 
 
The faculty would like to thank our PTSA for their efforts in raising money to help our school.  The amount      
of time and effort they put forth does not go unnoticed! Thanks to Cruze Farms for being a supporter               
of Carter Middle School. They have been more than generous with donations and fundraising!! 
 
 
Jack Owen,                                                                                                                                                                         
Principal  

 
 

https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/5-Key-Findings-MG-Final.pdf
https://www.knoxschools.org/Page/21567


STANLEY’S SECTION~ 
 
To the 7

th
 Grade Parents/Guardians 

 
February is Black History Month.  Carter G. Woodson is known as the "Father of Black History".   He started 
"Negro History Week" in 1926 during the second week of February to commemorate the birthdays of Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick Douglas.  This week has now evolved into a month long celebration.   
 
Carter Middle School would like to remember those famous African Americans from the state of Tennessee 
who have made a contribution to the United States of America: Chris Blue, Judge Joe Brown, The Clinton 
Twelve, Aretha Franklin, Nikki Giovanni, Rev. Al Green, Alex Haley, Isaac Hayes, Benjamin Hook, B.B. 
King, Wilma Rudolph, Bessie Smith, Tina Turner, Ida B. Wells, and Oprah Winfrey.  These are just a few  
names to remember.   
 
Please note that Black History Month is American history and should be celebrated 365 days of the year and 
not just during the month of February.      
 
Jennifer Stanley 
7

th
 Grade Assistant Principal 

 
 

RAMSEY’S REVIEW~ 
  
 Hello Carter  Family, 
 
 
We are already into the 2nd part of the year and there is a lot 
happening at Carter Middle school.  Please help and            
encourage your students to attend school regularly and to 
work hard on their classwork and testing.  
 
For those students going on the 8th grade trip, make sure you 
are up-to-date on your payments and all candy money is 
turned in. 
 
Go Hornets! 
 
 
Joey Ramsey 
8th Grade Assistant Principal 

“Perseverance is the hard work you do after       

you get tired of doing the hard work                            

you already did”.                                                                  

  ~Newt Gingrich 

https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/newt_gingrich_107062
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/newt_gingrich_107062
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/newt_gingrich_107062
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/newt-gingrich-quotes


COUNSELOR’S CORNER~ 
 
 

Knox County Schools has created a student led anti-vaping 
initiative.   Students from across Knox County Schools are 
invited to enter into the Anti-Vaping Public Service Announce-
ment (PSA) Video Contest.   Attached to this newsletter you 
will find information on eligibility, rules, and prizes.    In addi-
tion, there is a link to the Official Entry Form that must accom-
pany the video.    We can’t wait to see how creative our 
Carter Middle School students can be in educating their peers 
about the dangers of vaping! 
 
Mr. Meade & Ms. Kyburz 
 

Carter Family, 
 
We don’t want your child to fall behind in school or get discouraged. 

Please ensure that your child attends school every day and arrives on 

time. We want your child to be successful in school. Let us know how 

we can best support you and your child so that he or she shows up for 

school on time every day. If you have any questions or need more  

information, please contact your child’s teacher, principal, or school 

counselor. Thanks for all you do to support good attendance habits 

and for supporting Carter Middle School.  

Scott  

 
 Scott Goforth, MSSW 
 Social Worker 
 Knox County Schools 
scott.goforth@knoxschools.org 

GOFORTH’S GAB~ 

Adam Meade 6th grade and 8th grade last names  A-L   
adam.meade@knoxschools.org 865-932-8149 
Beth Kyburz  7th grade and 8th grade last names  M-Z 
beth.kyburz@knoxschools.org    865-932-8152 

LIBRARY NEWS~ 
 

The Spring Book Fair is Coming!! 
 

March 23—March 31, 2020                            
Information coming soon 

 
Rachel Smith 
Librarian - Carter Middle School 
@CarterMSReads #CMS_Lib 

2019-2020 Carter Middle School Spelling Bee  

From left to right: 

1st Place~ Hope Piper (6th grade) 

Runner Up~ Lillian North (6th grade) 

A Note from the Nurse~ 

6th Grade Parents! “Has your Child received 
their 7th Grade vaccination?” Prior to starting 
7th Grade, all students must show either proof 
of receiving Tdap immunization or provide a 
letter from medical provider stating medically 
exempt from receiving vaccine or a                     
parent/guardian letter stating religious              
exemption. Make appointments now to avoid 
the rush!!  

Thank you,  

Nurse Davina Morgan  

mailto:scott.goforth@knoxschools.org
mailto:adam.meade@knoxschools.org
mailto:beth.kyburz@knoxschools.org


Student Led Anti-Vaping Public Service Announcement (PSA) 

Students from across Knox County Schools are invited to enter into the Anti-Vaping                                              
Public Service Announcement (PSA) Video Contest. 

 

Goal 
To encourage middle and high school students to submit a video addressing the dangers and negative effects of vap-
ing and ways to avoid peer pressure. The video should be about the dangers of vaping, highlighting at least one conse-
quence that will result from the choice of vaping. Videos will be judged by creativity, content, production, and quality. 

 

Video Information 
Movie film, Animation, stop-motion graphics, live-action, interview style, silent film with posters, be CREATIVE! The offi-
cial entry form must be signed by the student and a parent/legal guardian. 

 

Eligibility 
This contest is open to all 6th-12th grade Knox County School students. Students can enter the contest on their own or 
as a group; however, students may only participate in ONE entry.  If a student in any way participates in more than one 
PSA video, these entries will not be considered for evaluation and prizes.  All entries must be received by noon on 
February 21, 2020 to be eligible for prizes. 

 
Rules 
All submissions must have a title.   
All submissions must be 60-180 seconds in length. 
All submissions must address at least 2 health dangers (physical, emotional, social, psychological) associated with 

vaping.  
Submissions may NOT include youth or individuals vaping or using tobacco products. No vaping or tobacco 

products or paraphernalia may be displayed. 
Submissions may NOT include ANY copyrighted music, audio/video clips, characters, logos, or other protected materi-

al. Videos may include music only if it is considered “open source” music, or if it is composed and played by a stu-
dent (or students) in the group. 

Complete and submit the Official Entry Form, which can be found at:    https://www.knoxschools.org/
Page/21587 

 
Evaluation and Prizes 
All submissions will be reviewed by an expert judging panel, with cash prizes going to: 

1st 1,000                2nd $500                   3rd $250                           Honorable Mention going to 4th and 5th place 
 
The winning PSA videos will be featured on the KCS website, the SMOKIES Baseball game on May 6 and many other 
opportunities too exciting to mention! 

 
Questions 
Email Ramona Dew - ramona.dew@knoxschools.org 

mailto:ramona.dew@knoxschools.org








 

Please Note~ 
 
The deadline to order names or icons for your yearbook is Friday, 
February 7th. 
 
The deadline for ads for the back of the yearbook is February 
28th. These can be ordered on the Lifetouch yearbook website 
link. 
 
ybpay.lifetouch.com  
Yearbook ID code:13911720 
 
Price of the yearbook goes up to $55.00 on March 14th. 

 
Orders can bee turned in to the office or for your convenience, 
you can order online with the Lifetouch yearbook link 
 
ybpay.lifetouch.com  
Yearbook ID code:13911720 



 
SORRY, 

  
 NO VALENTINE 

FLOWERS,                
BALLOONS OR 
GIFTS WILL BE   

ACCEPTED FOR ANY 
STUDENT FROM 

FLORISTS,        
PARENTS, ETC... 







February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2                  
Super Bowl 

 
GROUNDHOG 

DAY 

3 4 5 6 7 
 

VALENTINE 
DANCE 

8 

9 10 11 12 13 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 

16 17 
PRESIDENT’S 

DAY            
STUDENT 
HOLIDAY 

IN-
SERVICE—

STAFF 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 
 
 
 

Mardi Gras 

26 27 28 29 
 

Congratulations to the                                      
Boy’s and Girls Basketball Teams, the 

Cheer Team, Dance Team and Step-Dance 
Team for a great season! 


