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CARTER BUZZ 

   OWEN’S ORACLE~ 
A Busy Time!  
 
The next couple of months will be a busy time with ballgames, concerts, field trips, and the normal 
school work. On top of that, a lot of students will be doing programs or family activities outside of school. 
It can be a stressful time of year for parents and students. At the school level, we will do our best to get 
dates and times for all events to you ahead of time to help your planning. Most activities for the coming 
month are in this newsletter and I will also go over the schedule of events on my weekly messages. 
 
 Choose Kindness 
 
This past month, students who chose to do so, signed our Choose Kindness Pledge.  One challenge we 
have is defining the characteristics of bullying for the students. In order to do this, we have posted a 
chart that helps students to understand differing behaviors. I have found this informational video from the 
National Bullying Prevention Center that helps define the difference between bullying and other          
undesirable behaviors. This site is a good resource for parents to use in helping students understand the 
difference between bullying and conflict. 
 
 https://www.pacer.org/bullying/video/ 
 
Chronic Absenteeism is when a student is absent more than 10 percent of the school year. This includes 
excused and unexcused absences. Last year 23 percent of our students were chronically absent, which 
means they missed more than 18 days of school. That is unacceptable. Unfortunately, talking to our 
feeder school Principals, Chronic absenteeism is an issue at all our schools, which means it is a       
community issue. Students need to be in school to receive necessary instruction and to learn. Research 
shows that students who are chronically absent are more likely to drop out of school. We are putting 
some interventions in place to address the situation, but the best and most effective intervention is the 
parent. Encourage your child to come to school and give their best. Our average attendance for the 
week of October 21,2019 was 94.23! 
 
 PBIS is a program we have implemented to encourage positive behaviors and attendance.  Students 
receive points for demonstrating good behaviors, going above and beyond expectations, and attending 
school each day.  These points can be used at our PBIS auction and store held each year at the end of 
the first semester.  The week before Christmas break they get to attend the auction and store to         
purchase items for themselves and their families. This event is donation based. If you would like to       
donate items or make a monetary gift to help support this event, please contact the main office. We also 
would love volunteers to help monitor tables, stock tables, and wrap presents. If you would like to         
volunteer, please contact the school office.  
 
Hope you and your family have a wonderful Holiday Season!! 
 
 Go Hornets!  
 
Jack Owen, Principal  

 
 
 

“You can't live a perfect day without        
doing something for someone who will  
never be able to repay you.” 

                    ~Coach John Wooden 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/320231
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/320231
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/320231


STANLEY’S SECTION~ 
 

To the 7th Grade Parents/Guardians 
 
As the holidays come quickly upon us,  here are a few things to remember.  The 7th grade 
field trip to the Mayfield Dairy Factory is scheduled for Friday, December 13th.  All monies 
and permission forms are due by December 9th.  Any student who has received 2 RLCs or 
OSS will not be able to attend.  On Tuesday, December 17th, the 7th grade will have their 
Winter Chorus and Band Concert at 7:30 P.M.  Students who are enrolled in these two elec-
tives are required to attend.  On Tuesday, December 19th, the Christmas store and auction 
will take place.   If anyone would like to make a monetary donations, please contact the 
school.  The semester grading period will end on December 20th and winter break begins. 
 
On Monday, January 21st we will celebrate Martin Luther King Day.  As we celebrate this 
holiday, let’s remember what Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. stood for, combating racial       
inequality through nonviolence.  We, at Carter Middle School, believe in teaching tolerance.  
The Carter Middle School students focus on their social side of the middle years and getting 
along with each other.  In order for our students to grow socially, it is important to under-
stand how to have positive relationships and be able to coexist with each other.  Students 
must know when it is okay to tell an adult when he or she may need help.  Students must 
develop self-confidence within themselves, take ownership of their actions, and accept the 
consequences.  Parents, please help us to help our students mature into responsible citizens.  
 
Happy Holidays  
Jennifer Stanley 
7th Grade Assistant Principal 
 
 

RAMSEY’S REVIEW~ 
 
Hello Hornet Fans, 
  
The end of the semester is quickly approaching and 
we want to finish strong. Encourage your students 
to complete their work and finish all projects and turn them in.  
With the busy holiday season approaching, it is a great time to 
teach your student the importance of prioritizing projects and 
activities as well as time management. Pass the responsibility 
to your student.  Instead of telling him to get dressed for the 
chorus concert, say “What do you need to do to get ready?” 
 
The schedule of activities for the school is included in this 
newsletter.  Be sure to add these activities to your calendar.   
  
For students going on the NYC/DC trip, your next payment is 
due December 6th. 
  
Once again I would like to thank you for continuing to support 
and encourage your students to be the best they can be.  I 
hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
  
  
Joey Ramsey 
8th Grade Assistant Principal 
  

“It's not how much we give but how much love 

we put into giving.” 

― Mother Theresa  

The Carter Christmas Store and Auction is 
set for December 19th.  We are looking for              
donations of many assortments.  Individuals, 
churches, businesses, etc... can participate 
in donating gift cards, money, items to sell, 
tickets, and/or filled baskets.   

If this is something you are interested in 
knowing more information about you can call 

the school or email Mrs. Henderson at           
lauren.henderson@knoxschools.org.  



Carter Family, 
 
As we enter the Holiday Season, my hope is that everyone takes time 
this season to be with family and make some good memories.  When 
Break is over we will be hitting the ground running in a new semester. 
For some students returning from a long break is difficult due to the 
break in the routine.  Let’s continue to remind our students how valua-
ble education is and the devastating consequences of not getting a 
High School Diploma.  Let’s continue to strive for excellent school at-
tendance by returning to school after break rested and ready to learn. 
Our goal is still to “go 175” by not missing more than 5 days of school 
this year. 
 
 Remember that being frequently absent from school leads to gaps in 
learning for most students and this can endanger their chances of 
graduating from high school. According to several studies, not graduat-
ing from high school often leads to issues with the Justice System, 
reduced income, and lack of job choices. 
 
I hope that we all continue to take school attendance seriously so that 
we can give our kids the tools to be successful. 
 
Go Hornets!! 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 

Scott  

 
 Scott Goforth, MSSW 
 Social Worker 
 Knox County Schools 
scott.goforth@knoxschools.org 

GOFORTH’S GAB~ 

Camille Gabbetta 
Adeline Rankin 

Kaitlyn Rutherford 
 

If you see these ladies around the building             
congratulate them!  They wrote a proposal to  

apply for Lab Space on the International Space 
Station.  Because they were in the top 3 for the 
district, their proposal is being submitted for 

the second  level of judging which                     
happens at the Smithsonian.    

 
Thank you, Mrs. Whipple  -                            

SSEP (Student Spaceflight Experiments Program) Advisor 

Visitors from Leadership Knoxville~ 
“Strengthening the ties that bind our 

community to our schools” 
Mike Odom, Sien Moon and Mr. Owen 

LIBRARY NEWS~ 

 
-The login for our MackinVIA ebook service will be changing from the 
students’ student ID number to their full student ID email 
(Ex:  s987654@student.knoxschools.org). 
 
-Due to an update at our school website, the location of the Library/
Media website will be moving.  Students will now be able to access it 
under the “Student” drop down channel. 
 
-The library has just received our annual book order for the year, so 
please encourage your child come to the library and see what’s new! 

Rachel Smith 
Librarian - Carter Middle School 
@CarterMSReads #CMS_Lib 

Preparing for Beta          
Convention in Nashville 

mailto:scott.goforth@knoxschools.org








December 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

 

 

 

 

BB @HOME   

(In-School)

SOUTH DOYLE 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

BB @HOME 

NORTHVIEW 

4 5 

 

 

 

 

BB @      

HARDIN 

VALLEY 

6 
 

 

 

 

8TH GRADE TRIP 

PAYMENT DUE 

HOLIDAY 

DANCE 

7 

8 9 

GEOGRAPHY 

BEE 

 

BB @ CEDAR 

BLUFF 

10 11 12 

 

BB @HOME 

W/ WEST 

VALLEY 

13 

 

7th GRADE 

FIELD TRIP 

14 

15 16 

 

6th GRADE 

FIELD TRIP 

 

BB @HOME W/

WHITTLES 

17 

Pre-ACT test for   

8th Grade 
 

BAND/CHORUS 

CONCERTS 

6th Grade  6:30 

7th/8th Grade 7:30 

18 19 

CHRISTMAS 

STORE & 

AUCTION 

 

BB 

@GRESHAM 

20 

 

 

 

 

1/2 DAY FOR 

STUDENTS 

21 

22 23 24 25 

    

Christmas 

Day 

26 

 

Kwanzaa 

Boxing Day 

27 28 

29 30 31 

New         

Year’s Eve 

    

 
 
ABIGAIL BROWN  
PRESLEY BUCKNER 
RACHEL CLABOUGH 
ELIZA JANE COFFMAN 
SKYLAR GRIFFITH 
GRACE PALEMR 
EMMA PHILLIPS 
EMMA ROACH 
HAILEY SARTIN 
MCKALA SATTERFIELD 
ASHLYN SCARBOROUGH 
 
 

 
 
JULIANNE SHIPPERS 
GABRIELLE SHORES 
RYLIE SMITH 
OLIVIA SPECHT 
JESSIE THOMPSON 
GABRIELLA VARBANCOUER 
MAKAYLA WARREN 
EMILY ZELLER 
LILLY ROMANSZKY 



January 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 

In-Service Day 

for Teachers 

and Staff 

7 

Students Back 

to School! 

BB @HOME 

W/VINE 

8 9 

 

BB 

@POWELL 

10 

 

 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

Schools 

Closed 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Did you know? 
 

January is National Soup month. 
 
January is the coldest month in the 
northern hemisphere. 
 
The birthstone for January is the Red 
Garnet. 
 

“It takes strength to be kind; it's not a weakness.” 

                   ~Daniel Lubetzky 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/daniel-lubetzky-quotes

