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The	  Big	  Picture	  



Tennessee	  Students	  Struggle	  	  
in	  the	  Early	  Years	  a?er	  High	  School…	  
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72,865 Students 
2007 Cohort of High School Freshmen 

10,545 students  
did not graduate  
from high school 

22,334 students 
graduated from high 

school and entered the 
workforce and earn an 

average salary of  
$9,030 annually 

40,235 students  
enrolled in postsecondary.  

 
58 percent were still 

enrolled in one year (or 
20,418 of the 35,055 who 
enrolled immediately after 

graduation).  
 

3,514 had completed  
a certificate or degree within 

three years. 



Tennessee	  Promise	  Extends	  our	  Public	  EducaFon	  System	  
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Free, Public K-14 System 

Grades  

K-12 
Grades  

13-14 
Tennessee Promise 

Additional Postsecondary 
Education and Career 

Opportunities 



Tennessee	  Has	  Been	  Working	  to	  Get	  Ready	  for	  Years	  
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Grades  

K-12 
Grades  

13-14 
Tennessee Promise 

•  2009:	  We	  adopted	  the	  Tennessee	  Diploma	  Standards.	  
•  2011:	  We	  challenged	  students	  to	  meet	  more	  rigorous	  standards	  that	  

mirror	  real-‐world	  demands	  in	  math	  and	  reading/wri;ng.	  
•  2012:	  Students	  began	  comple;ng	  Constructed	  Response	  Assessments	  

in	  math,	  applying	  mul;ple	  skills	  to	  solve	  a	  problem.	  	  
•  2013-‐2014:	  Districts	  phased	  in	  online	  tes;ng	  with	  the	  Wri;ng	  

Assessment.	  
•  2015:	  All	  students	  in	  grades	  3-‐11	  took	  the	  Wri;ng	  Assessment	  online.	  

•  2015:	  All	  students	  in	  grades	  3-‐11	  took	  the	  social	  studies	  field	  test	  
online.	  
 



More	  of	  our	  Students	  Must	  be	  Ready	  

•  There	  are	  more	  jobs	  in	  Tennessee	  than	  qualified	  applicants	  and	  
55%	  of	  all	  jobs	  in	  TN	  will	  require	  some	  postsecondary	  by	  2025.	  

•  64%	  percent	  of	  first-‐;me	  TN	  freshmen	  have	  to	  take	  remedial	  
coursework	  at	  community	  colleges.	  

•  Our	  students	  have	  to	  be	  beTer	  prepared	  to	  take	  advantage	  of	  
opportuni;es	  aLer	  gradua;on.	  

•  In	  order	  to	  do	  this,	  we	  must	  make	  sure	  our	  students	  are	  making	  
progress	  each	  year	  and	  that	  they	  are	  on	  track	  for	  success	  aLer	  
gradua;on.	  	  

•  We	  need	  a	  beTer	  measurement	  of	  progress	  to	  close	  gap	  between	  
high	  school	  and	  postsecondary.	  



FoundaFon	  of	  TNReady	  



TNReady	  is	  the	  New	  &	  Improved	  TCAP	  

•  TNReady	  is	  the	  new	  and	  improved	  TCAP	  test	  in	  math	  and	  English	  
language	  arts	  (ELA)	  for	  grades	  3-‐11.	  
•  TNReady	  is	  a	  part	  of	  TCAP.	  	  
•  TCAP	  includes	  grades	  3-‐8	  achievement	  tests	  and	  End	  of	  Course	  exams	  for	  

science,	  social	  studies,	  math,	  and	  English.	  	  

•  The	  new	  test	  in	  math	  and	  ELA	  is	  designed	  to	  assess	  true	  student	  
understanding,	  not	  just	  basic	  memoriza;on	  and	  test-‐taking	  skills.	  

•  It	  will	  be	  given	  in	  two	  parts,	  however,	  the	  ;me	  students	  spend	  
tes;ng	  will	  be	  similar	  to	  last	  year.	  
•  Part	  I	  will	  be	  given	  in	  February/March.	  
•  Part	  II	  will	  be	  given	  in	  April/May.	  

•  The	  test	  will	  be	  given	  online;	  it’s	  the	  way	  of	  our	  world.	  	  



TNReady	  Math	  



TNReady	  Math	  Goes	  Deeper	  

•  Math	  in	  grades	  3-‐8	  will	  focus	  on	  fewer	  concepts	  and	  assess	  those	  
topics	  in	  mulFple	  ways.	  

•  High	  school	  math	  will	  strengthen	  connecFons	  between	  different	  
topics.	  	  

•  Math	  concepts	  will	  be	  assessed	  using	  real-‐life	  situaFons.	  

•  There	  will	  be	  calculator-‐permiTed	  and	  calculator-‐prohibited	  
sec;ons	  at	  every	  grade	  level.	  



TNReady	  English	  



TNReady	  English	  Focuses	  on	  Real	  World	  Skills	  

•  TNReady	  English	  will	  integrate	  reading	  and	  wri;ng	  skills.	  Students	  
will	  receive	  one	  score.	  

•  TNReady	  focuses	  on	  authen;c	  workplace	  and	  postsecondary	  skills	  
-‐	  reading,	  wri;ng,	  edi;ng.	  

•  Students	  will	  be	  asked	  to	  support	  their	  answers	  with	  evidence	  
from	  something	  they	  read.	  	  

•  English	  tests	  will	  include	  both	  fic;on	  and	  non	  fic;on-‐texts.	  
 



TNReady	  Part	  I	  



Part	  I	  Requires	  MulFple	  Skills	  in	  AcFon	  

•  Both	  English	  and	  math	  will	  be	  assessed	  on	  Part	  I.	  
•  Part	  I	  for	  ELA	  will	  replace	  the	  state’s	  current	  wri;ng	  

assessment.	  	  
–  It	  will	  require	  open-‐ended	  wri[en	  responses	  in	  ELA.	  

•  Part	  I	  for	  math	  will	  include	  performance	  tasks	  in	  grades	  3	  –	  8.	  	  	  
–  These	  performance	  tasks	  are	  mul;-‐step	  problems	  that	  allow	  students	  to	  

demonstrate	  several	  skills	  towards	  a	  prac;cal	  applica;on.	  

•  Districts	  can	  select	  dates	  between	  Feb.	  8-‐	  March	  4.	  
–  This	  is	  a	  similar	  ;meframe	  that	  we	  used	  for	  the	  Wri;ng	  Assessment	  in	  

previous	  years.	  

 



Sample	  Math	  Performance	  Task:	  4th	  Grade	  
Joe went hiking for 1 week.  
 
The table shows Joe's distance 
from the start of the trail in 
miles (mi) at the end of each 
day of hiking.  

Part D 



Sample	  ELA	  WriFng	  Prompt:	  3rd	  Grade	  	  	  

Students	  will	  read	  a	  set	  of	  passages.	  
	  

The	  passages	  describe	  how	  beavers	  and	  a	  mole	  build	  their	  homes.	  
•  How	  are	  the	  two	  homes	  different?	  	  
•  How	  are	  they	  alike?	  	  
	  

Write	  an	  essay	  that	  compares	  and	  contrasts	  the	  homes	  of	  beavers	  and	  moles.	  Be	  
sure	  to	  use	  facts	  and	  details	  from	  both	  texts	  to	  support	  your	  essay.	  Follow	  the	  
conven;ons	  of	  standard	  wri[en	  English.	  
	  

Manage	  your	  ;me	  carefully	  so	  that	  you	  can	  
–  Plan	  your	  essay	  
–  Write	  your	  essay	  

	  

Type	  your	  answer	  in	  the	  space	  provided.	  



TNReady	  Part	  II	  



Part	  II	  Measures	  Skills	  in	  MulFple	  Ways	  

•  The	  second	  por;on	  of	  TNReady	  will	  replace	  the	  current	  TCAP	  tests	  
for	  math	  and	  English	  language	  arts	  administered	  in	  April/May.	  

•  This	  por;on	  will	  ask	  students	  to	  select	  responses	  for	  mul;ple	  
types	  of	  ques;ons.	  

•  Performance	  on	  Part	  I	  and	  Part	  II	  will	  be	  combined	  into	  a	  single	  
composite	  score	  for	  each	  student.	  

•  Part	  II:	  
–  Districts	  can	  select	  dates	  between	  April	  18-‐May	  13.	  
–  Districts	  administering	  the	  paper	  and	  pencil	  test	  will	  give	  Part	  II	  between	  

April	  25-‐May	  6.	  

 



Previous	  TCAP	  Tests	  	  
v.	  TNReady	  



TNReady	  is	  Engaging	  

•  TNReady	  will	  include	  more	  than	  just	  mul;ple-‐choice	  ques;ons.	  
•  Giving	  the	  test	  online	  allows	  students	  a	  variety	  of	  ways	  to	  show	  

what	  they	  know	  and	  can	  do.	  
•  It	  will	  include	  ques;ons	  that	  are…	  

–  Interac;ve	  	  
•  Students	  are	  asked	  to	  drag	  and	  drop	  something	  

–  Open-‐ended	  	  
–  Evidence	  based	  
–  Selected	  response	  

•  This	  could	  include	  mul;ple	  choice	  or	  a	  ques;on	  that	  asks	  a	  student	  to	  select	  all	  
answers	  that	  apply	  

•  TNReady	  ques;ons	  will	  require	  students	  to	  problem	  solve	  and	  
think	  cri;cally	  as	  opposed	  to	  relying	  on	  simply	  memoriza;on.	  	  



Previous	  TCAP	  Tests	  v.	  TNReady	  



Previous	  TCAP	  Tests	  v.	  TNReady	  



Previous	  TCAP	  Tests	  v.	  TNReady	  



Previous	  TCAP	  Tests	  v.	  TNReady	  



Online	  PracFce	  Tools	  



The	  Best	  Test	  Prep	  Is	  Good	  Teaching	  

•  The	  best	  prepara;on	  for	  TNReady	  will	  be	  strong	  instruc;on	  every	  
day.	  
–  This	  isn’t	  a	  test	  you	  can	  game.	  

•  The	  test	  is	  designed	  to	  mirror	  how	  students	  are	  learning	  in	  the	  
classroom.	  

•  Parents,	  students,	  and	  teacher	  have	  access	  to	  prac;ce	  tools	  online	  
now.	  
–  Because	  they	  are	  online,	  parents	  and	  teachers	  can	  access	  them	  anywhere-‐	  

school,	  home,	  the	  library,	  etc.	  

•  	  The	  prac;ce	  tools	  have	  the	  same	  func;onality	  as	  the	  test	  
pladorm.	  
–  Students	  can	  get	  familiar	  with	  the	  format	  now.	  	  



PracFce	  Tools	  Available	  Online	  



Tailoring	  Test	  
AdministraFon	  



Flexible	  AdministraFon	  

•  Districts	  have	  bigger	  tes;ng	  windows	  for	  TNReady.	  
•  Bigger	  tes;ng	  windows	  mean	  districts	  have	  more	  flexibility	  than	  

ever	  before	  to	  choose	  when	  they	  want	  to	  administer	  the	  test.	  
•  Giving	  the	  test	  online	  gives	  districts	  more	  flexibility	  to	  schedule	  

the	  test	  around	  instruc;on	  as	  opposed	  to	  shufng	  down	  the	  
school	  for	  tes;ng.	  	  

•  Students	  will	  not	  be	  tes;ng	  during	  the	  en;re	  tes;ng	  window.	  	  
•  All	  schools	  in	  a	  district	  do	  not	  have	  to	  test	  on	  the	  same	  day.	  

	  



TesFng	  Time	  is	  Similar	  to	  Last	  Year	  



TesFng	  Time	  is	  Similar	  to	  Last	  Year	  



TesFng	  Time	  is	  Similar	  to	  Last	  Year	  



TNReady	  Balances	  Think	  Time	  &	  Test	  Length	  

•  The	  ;mes	  listed	  include	  Part	  I	  and	  Part	  II.	  
•  TNReady	  is	  a	  test	  of	  skill	  not	  speed.	  
•  The	  test	  balances	  length	  while	  also	  allowing	  ;me	  for	  students	  to	  

answer	  each	  ques;on	  thoughdully.	  	  
–  TNReady	  focuses	  on	  smart	  tes;ng	  ;me.	  



TransiFon	  Timeline	  for	  
Year	  1	  Results	  



TransiFon	  Timeline	  for	  Year	  1	  Results	  

 •  We	  will	  get	  TNReady	  results	  during	  fall	  2016.	  
•  Because	  this	  is	  the	  first	  year	  of	  a	  new	  test,	  educators	  must	  

determine	  what	  students	  should	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  at	  each	  
performance	  level	  (i.e.,	  below	  basic,	  basic,	  proficient,	  advanced).	  

•  The	  summer	  aLer	  students	  take	  the	  test,	  teachers	  look	  at	  the	  test	  
as	  a	  whole	  and	  determine	  how	  skills	  are	  measured	  by	  each	  
ques;on.	  	  

•  Teachers	  then	  determine	  what	  performance	  looks	  like	  for	  a	  
student	  on	  grade	  level	  versus	  a	  student	  above	  or	  below	  grade	  
level.	  



TransiFon	  Timeline	  for	  Year	  1	  Results	  

 •  Before	  the	  test	  is	  given,	  we	  align	  the	  academic	  standards	  to	  the	  
assessment,	  so	  we	  know	  which	  skill	  each	  ques;on	  measures.	  

•  ALer	  the	  test	  is	  given,	  teachers	  review	  actual	  student	  responses.	  
They	  then	  validate	  what	  is	  reasonable	  to	  demonstrate	  that	  a	  
student	  is	  on	  grade	  level	  based	  on	  the	  expecta;ons	  of	  the	  
standards.	  

•  Because	  this	  process	  only	  happens	  during	  the	  first	  year	  of	  a	  new	  
test,	  results	  will	  only	  be	  delayed	  during	  the	  first	  year	  of	  the	  test.	  

•  First	  year	  results	  will	  likely	  decrease	  as	  we	  set	  a	  new	  baseline	  for	  
student	  performance.	  	  



BeTer	  InformaFon	  for	  
Parents	  



BeTer	  InformaFon	  for	  Parents	  

•  Parents	  will	  receive	  more	  and	  beTer	  informa;on	  on	  their	  
student’s	  performance.	  

•  Student	  reports	  will	  be	  sent	  to	  parents	  in	  fall	  2016.	  
•  The	  new	  reports	  are	  designed	  to	  do	  three	  things:	  



BeTer	  InformaFon	  for	  Parents	  

•  Parents	  across	  the	  state	  are	  providing	  feedback	  on	  the	  format	  of	  
the	  new	  reports.	  

•  Parents,	  teachers,	  and	  principals	  have	  shared	  that	  some	  of	  their	  
best	  informa;on	  comes	  from	  PLAN	  and	  Explore	  reports.	  
–  The	  department	  is	  using	  those	  as	  a	  model.	  	  

•  Performance	  levels	  like	  proficient	  and	  below	  basic	  will	  be	  
renamed.	  	  
–  With	  the	  help	  of	  parent	  input,	  we	  are	  selec;ng	  new	  names	  that	  express	  

student’s	  progress	  toward	  being	  ready	  for	  success	  aLer	  gradua;on.	  	  









 
 

For	  more	  informaFon	  on	  TNReady,	  visit:	  
tennessee.gov/educa;on/topic/tnready	  

 


