Art I Syllabus ✪ 2018 - 2019
Overview: Art 1 is a course that provides an introduction to art through a multi-media experience.
Students will learn and apply the elements of art and principles of design to produce creative art
projects that reflect their understanding of these concepts. Students will also study Art History,
Aesthetics, and Criticism in relation to the projects and lessons we cover in class. Students will
learn and apply the elements of art and principles of design to produce creative and art projects
that reflect their deepening understanding of artistic concepts and original ideas. Students will
study Art History, Aesthetics, Concept, Criticism, and Presentation in relation to the projects and
lessons we cover in class. This class should be considered an openly collaborative environment
where sharing of ideas is not only encouraged but required.

Rules:
BE RESPECTFUL: the most important rule in the art room. Respect others, respect yourself, respect
yours’ and others’ artwork, and respect the room, equipment and materials.
BE PREPARED: come ready to learn and create. Be sure to bring any necessary supplies to class or
assignments when they are due.
BE CREATIVE: art is all about creativity, unique thought, and having an open mind. Make original
work. Never say ‘I can’t’.
Expectations:
• Never be afraid to ask for help or advice. There are no dumb questions.
• Contribute to class during instruction, studio time, and critiques.
• You may listen to music on headphones during studio time in class, but make sure you are
still participating and you are aware of instruction and feedback.
• The last 5-10 minutes of class are reserved for cleaning up and putting away supplies.
Everyone is expected to help.
Supplies: You will need a sketchbook, a small binder or folder w/lined paper, and sharpened
pencils in class.
Fees: There is a fee of $50.00 for this course. The materials fee covers all expendable materials
used by students during the semester, and is due as soon as possible. Fees are used to purchase
supplies and materials for the class such as paint, paper, ink, drawing materials, canvas, acrylic,
watercolor, printing ink, etc. In order to provide students with a quality art program, this fee is vital.
Your continued support and any other possible donations are greatly appreciated.
Grades: Your grade will be based on
25% - Daily Grades / Sketchbook Assignments
60% - Project Grades
15% - End of Course Final
_____________________________________________________________
Grade: Average of the grades above combined

Your final grade is made up of 85% total daily points and 15% final EOC grade.
Grading Scale – A = 100 – 93, B = 92 – 85, C = 84 – 75, D = 74 – 70, F = 69 - 0
Grading Rubric: All studio assignments assessment will be based on the individual student’s ability
and progress using the following rubric.

INNOVATION (93-100 or 10)
The student has not only done what was asked, but has also done it in an extraordinary and
unusual way.
SUCCESS (85-92 or 9)
The student has done what was expected and has exhibited a high level of accomplishment on
every aspect of the goal.
MODERATE SUCCESS (75-84 or 8)
The student has done well but some of the aspects of the goal could have been more complete.
ATTEMPTED (70-74 or 7)
The student has tried to do what was asked but only accomplished a few of the aspects of the
goal.
DID NOT ATTEMPT (0-69 or 0)
Not enough effort was made to accomplish any of the aspects of the assigned goal.
Semester Curriculum At-A-Glance
Unit 1: Dissecting The Elements of Art and Principles of Design
Unit 2: Drawing Basics, Line, Shape vs. Form, & Value
Unit 3: Color Theory and Composition
Unit 4: Working Collaboratively
Unit 5: Ceramics and Sculpture
Unit 6: Painting
Make-Up Work & Absences: You are responsible for making up any work that you miss due to
absence. Contact me to find out about your assignments and ask your classmates what you
missed. You are responsible for getting any notes, handouts, or assignment information. Since the
class relies heavily on studio time, missing class can greatly impact your grade.

For additional information about absences, tardies and make-up work, see the current Gibbs High
School Student Handbook.
Intervention Strategy:
Students who are struggling or fall behind in their assignments can attend scheduled tutoring
sessions or make arrangements with me to stay after school to make up work.
Religion In the Curriculum:
Throughout the history of art and art making, religion has been a large influence on the creative
output of humankind. Some artwork we view or discuss may be religious based, themed, or
reference a religion or religions. Know that you or your student will never be forced to talk about

their personal beliefs, or have the beliefs of others thrust upon them. If you or your student is
uncomfortable in any way discussing artwork of a religious nature, please do not hesitate to
contact me. Here is the Knox County Schools Policy on Religion in Curriculum:

The Board affirms that it is essential that the teaching about religion—and not of a religion be
conducted in a factual, objective and respectful manner in accordance with the following:
1. Music, art, literature, or drama with a religious theme or basis are permitted as part of the
curriculum for school-sponsored activities and programs provided it is essential to the learning
experience in the various fields of study and is presented objectively;
2. The emphasis on religious themes in the arts, literature and history shall be only as extensive as
necessary for a balanced and comprehensive study of these areas. Such studies shall never foster
any particular religious tenets or demean any religious beliefs; and
3. Student-initiated expressions to questions or assignments which reflect their beliefs or non-beliefs
about a religious theme shall be accommodated. For example, students are free to express religious
belief or non-belief in compositions, art forms, music, speech and debate.
Textbooks and Other References: These will be used over the course of the semester in class and
instruction:
BOOKS:
Gardner’s Art Through the Ages: A Global History by Fred Kleiner
Art Synectics by Nicholas Roukes
Creating and Understanding Drawings by Gene A. Mittler, James D. Howze, Holle
Humphries
Design Synectics by Nicholas Roukes
Design Basics by David Lauer and Stephen Pentak
Exploring Drawing by Gerald F. Brommer
Discovering Drawing by Ted Rose
The Visual Experience by Jack Hobbs, Richard Salome, Ken Vieth
Understanding and Creating Art by Ernest Goldstein, Theodore H. Katz, Jo D.
Kowalchuk, Robert J. Saunders
Discovering Art History by Gerald F. Brommer
Creative Artist by Nita Leland
From Ordinary to Extraordinary by Ken Vieth
Celebrate Your Creative Self by Mary Todd Beam
Experience Clay by Maureen Mackey
Beginning Sculpture by Arthur Williams
Understanding Transparent Watercolor by Gerald F. Brommer
Art in Focus by Gene A. Mittler with supplemental overhead transparencies
Themes and Foundations in Art by Elizabeth L. Katz, E. Louis Lankford, and Janice D.
Plank

Claywork by Leon I. Nigrosh
The Art of Drawing by Bernard Chaet
The Natural Way to Draw by Kimon Nicolaides
Making Ceramic Sculpture: Techniques, Projects, Inspirations by Raúl Acero
Art In Theory by Charles Harrison and Paul Wood
FILM, VIDEO AND DVD:
Episodes of Art 21: PBS
Vincent van Gogh, Pablo Picasso, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo by the Biography
Channel (Arts and Letters Series)
Monet by MGBH Boston
Georgia O’Keeffe, Vincent van Gogh by Educational Dimensions
Masterworks of Western Art: the Italian Renaissance by RM Associates
The Grand Museum Series: The Louvre, the Prado, and the Vatican Museums by
Vistar International Productions
History Through Art: Ancient Greece by Clearvue/eav
Masterworks of Painting by Educational Dimensions
Elements and Principles of Design, Art History and Criticism, and Adventures in Art
(transparencies) by Davis Publications
Studio in Action by Ken Vieth
Chuck Close: A Portrait in Progress
MAGAZINE:
Scholastic Art (published in cooperation with The National Gallery of Art)
WEBSITES:
Google Art Project - https://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/
WikiArt – http://wikiart.org
Metropolitan Museum of Art Timeline - http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/
Smarthistory - http://smarthistory.org/
Themes in Global Art - http://www.learner.org/courses/globalart/
Art History Resources on the Web - http://arthistoryresources.net/ARTHLinks.html

If you have any questions about anything on the syllabus, feel free to contact me or talk to me here
at school. I am looking forward to an excellent year and helping you learn about and create great
artwork!
Ethan Pignataro
Ethan.Pignataro@Knoxschools.org

I have read and understand the syllabus. (Return this paper signed by a parent or guardian)
Student Information

Student name: ___________________________________________________________
Student email: ___________________________________________________________
Parent Information:

Name of parent (s) or guardian(s): _____________________________________________
Relationship to you: ___________________________
Home phone: _________________________ Cell phone: __________________________
Alternate or emergency phone: _____________________________________________
Parent or guardian’s email: _________________________________________________

Student signature: _______________________________________________

Parent signature: ________________________________________________

Date: _______________________________

Media Release Form

There will be instances where opportunities arise for the student’s work to be published, such as
art shows, websites, competitions, and articles. In order to publicly show students work, we are
required to obtain written parental/guardian permission. Please fill out and return this form with
your signed syllabus.
Consent to Publicly Show student Work form

Student: _________________________________
Parent/Guardian: _______________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Email: ________________________________________
Student Email: _________________________________________
I Give Permission for my student’s work to be publicly displayed (Please Circle)
Yes

No

Parent/ Guardian Signature:

____________________________________________ Date___________________

