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For more information on what you need to 

know about PBIS, Visit 

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-atte

ntion-issues/treatments-approaches/educati

onal-strategies/pbis-how-schools-support-po

sitive-behavior 

   

 

PBIS? 

A proactive approach to establishing the 
behavioral supports and social culture 
needed for all students in a school to 
achieve social, emotional and academic 
success. 

How PBIS Works 

PBIS sets up three tiers of support for 
students and staff in a school. 

1. Tier 1 is a schoolwide, universal 
system for everyone in a school. 
Kids learn basic behavior 
expectations, like to be respectful 
and kind. School staff regularly 
recognize and praise kids for good 
behavior. They may also use small 
rewards, like tokens or prizes, to 
encourage kids. 

2. Tier 2 provides an extra layer of 
support for kids who continue to 
struggle with behavior. Kids get a 
set of evidence-based 
interventions and instruction. For 
example, some kids may interrupt 
class because they struggle with 
social interaction. A Tier 2 strategy 
might be a “social skills club” to 
help these kids learn how to get 
along with peers. 

3. Tier 3 is the most intensive level. 
It’s for kids who need 
individualized supports and 
services because of behavior 
issues. 
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