
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Central High School 

 
 

2018-19 Outside Reading Program 



Overview 
 
Committees of teachers work together at each grade level to determine the most 
appropriate outside reading program to prepare and support students through the honors 
and AP coursework. Works selected have a direct connection to the instruction in the 
school year. For AP courses, works selected have been identified by the College Board as 
acceptable texts for summer and semester reading through the AP course syllabus audits. 
 

Alignment 
 
Teachers have vertically aligned the English program from 9-12, so students’ skills build 
from one year to the next. Each course has a specific skill set and analytical expectation. 
 

Expectations 
 
Students will read the assigned texts. Students should be ready for assessments on the 
first full day of classes. Students should contact teachers through email if questions arise 
over the summer. In addition to keeping the mind active and preventing the usual reading 
skill loss, summer reading assignments also provide an opportunity for early assessment 
for data-based course planning. 
 
 

Alternate Texts 
 
If parents or students find a text objectionable, they should contact the teacher as soon 
as possible, and the teacher will provide an alternate title of similar text structure and 
Lexile measure. Sometimes teachers travel over the summer and cannot be reached for a 
few days. They will respond as quickly as they are able. If after a week there is no 
response, parents may contact the department chair, Judy Sullivan, at  
judith.sullivan@knoxschools.org, and she will help resolve the issue. 
 
 

 

Principal 
 

 

Michael Reynolds 
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Central High School 

2018-2019 Outside Reading List 

 
Alternate titles will be provided at parents’ request. An asterisk* beside a title indicates 
possible objections. 
 

English I and II students should read both titles listed. AP Language (11
th

 grade) 

should read three titles and complete the other written assignments, and AP Literature 

(12
th

 grade) should read all three titles listed. 

 

English I Honors 
 

*To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee (language and content) 

 

In Harper Lee’s classic coming of age novel, young Scout Finch witnesses her small 
Southern town deal with class differences and racism in the 1930s.  With the guidance 
of her gentle yet powerful father, she learns how to see the world through the eyes of 
others and “walk around in their skin.” 
 

 

Lord of the Flies, William Golding 

 
Golding’s book features a group of choir boys stranded on a deserted island by a 
plane crash.  With no adults, they must form their own society in order to survive.  
Two groups emerge and struggle for dominance as Golding explores how quickly 
society’s structures can devolve. 
 

 

English II Honors 
 

 

Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury 

 
In Bradbury’s dystopian novel, books are burned and television (or its equivalent) is 
celebrated.  Firemen start fires, and reading must be done in secret for fear of 
government reprisals. 
 

 

*The Secret Life of Bees, Sue Monk Kidd (possible controversial content) 

 
This coming-of-age story focuses on a young woman who journeys to a new home to 
find her true self. 
 
 
 
 



English III AP Language and Composition 
 
 

*In Cold Blood, Truman Capote (language and content) 

 
A nonfiction novel, this book is a true account of the 1960 murder of a Kansas 
farm family, the town they lived in, the killers, and the American justice system. 
 

*I am Malala:  The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban, 

Christina Land and Malala Yousafzai (violence) 

 
An autobiographical and inspiring account of the Pakistani teenager- the youngest 
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize-- who fought for the right to an education.   
 
*********See attached sheet for the remaining assignments. 
 
 
 
English IV AP Literature and Composition 
 
 
 
A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry 

 

This work won the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Best Play Award in 1959, the first 

by an African-American woman.  Hansberry’s story of the Younger family’s decision to 

leave their Chicago apartment is fraught with the racial, gender, and economic tensions 

of her time that are still relevant today. 

   

Macbeth, William Shakespeare 

 

This classic tragedy highlights the dangers of unchecked ambition. A Scottish nobleman 
hears a prophecy of greatness and then takes matters into his own hands to assure his 
success. The consequences of his actions can be traced through his rise and fall; much 
slaying and bloodshed ensues before order is restored at the end of the play.



Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 

 

This first science fiction novel focuses as much on the moral and philosophical realms as 
on the scientific questions of creating new life. A brilliant doctor sets out to create a new 
being from spare parts and electricity, then runs away in horror when he succeeds. The 
creature at first seeks only his creator—both father and god—but when rebuffed by 
society and his maker, turns to revenge. This frame narrative also includes an adventurer 
pushing the boundaries of Arctic exploration as it attempts to answer questions of 
responsibility and hubris. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Central High School 

A.P. Language and Composition 

Mrs. Andrea Turner 

Summer Reading List 2018 

 

Welcome to AP Language and Composition! This AP course emphasizes a mix of 

politics, history, social sciences, current events and nonfiction prose.  

 

You are expected to complete the following assignments and submit written work on the 

first FULL day of school, Thursday, August 9.   

 

Help: If you have questions, please e-mail me (andrea.turner@knoxschools.org). Do not 

wait until the first day of class!   

 

Due Date: These assignments are due the first FULL day of school, August 9. There is 

no excuse for an AP student to begin the course without the work. No excuses are 

acceptable; you are responsible for completing your work. Please do not say, "I did not 

get the assignment," "I did not know my schedule" etc. Failure to complete the 

assignment will result in zeros for the term’s first assignments. I will immediately 

contact your parents/guardians if the assignment is missing.  

 

By completing these summer reading and language activities, you can prepare for 

success in this year’s class. I hope you will also enjoy the reading and that it provides 

you with the opportunity to see the world from a different perspective, as well as 

appreciating the universality of human experience conveyed by literature. 

 

PART ONE: Nonfiction Literature 

In this introductory assignment for AP English Language and Composition, you will 

focus on critical analysis of the texts you are reading. This will require you to read 

closely and carefully – in “study mode”. Yes, you need to read for literal meaning (to 

understand what is going on in the text), but you will also need to read critically.To 

analyze is to break up a complicated text into its component parts, examine those parts 

individually, and explain how they work together to fulfill the author’s intended purpose. 

 

**The specific rhetorical element that I would like you to focus on while you read is 

TONE. TONE is defined as the author’s attitude toward the subject or theme, revealed 

through stylistic choices. There are many stylistic choices an author might use. These 

writing choices include (but are not limited to) DICTION, SYNTAX, and FIGURATIVE 

LANGUAGE 

 

DICTION — word choice, to convey tone, purpose, or effect. 

For example, a sentence like “Johnny walked to the park” is pretty straightforward and 
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has a neutral tone. However, if I want to convey the idea that walking to the park is 

drudgery for Johnny, I can play with the verb “walked” and change it to this: “Johnny 

trudged to the park.” Other “walk” verbs that convey emotion include “pranced”, 

“slithered”, “glided”, “marched”, “skipped”, “slogged”, “ambled”, “sashayed”, and 

“strutted”. Think of how the changing of one word changes the whole feel of the 

sentence. It all depends on what the author wants to convey. 

SYNTAX—how words are arranged into sentences to convey meaning; sentence 

structure. Authors may play with the order and arrangement of words to create a 

particular effect.  

For example, short, choppy sentences can create a sense of urgency if that is the author’s 

intention: “Quick! Get help! Someone’s hurt. A broken leg. Hurry!” A balanced sentence 

structure might be saved for a memorable message: “Ask not what your country can do 

for you  ask what you can do for your country” The dash represents the linguistic 

fulcrum that Kennedy’s famous challenge balances on – the reversal of terms also makes 

it memorable (fancy term for this “flip”: chiasmus) A periodic sentence, in which the 

main clause is saved until the end, may be used to create a sense of tension or 

expectation. Patrick Henry was an expert: "If we wish to be free, if we mean to preserve 

inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contending, if we 

mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, 

and which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our 

contest shall be obtained, we must fight!” 

There you have it – Henry keeps throwing all these “if we” conditionals at us, until the 

building up of conditions demands an action: “we must fight” breaks the tension and 

satisfies the conditions. 

 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE – (in contrast to LITERAL language) has levels of 

meaning expressed through figures of speech such as personification, metaphor, 

hyperbole, irony, metonymy, etc. 

For example, this is how Zora Neale Hurston uses figurative language when Janie Starks 

goes to her husband’s funeral in Their Eyes Were Watching God: “Janie starched and 

ironed her face and came set in the funeral behind her veil. It was like a wall of stone and 

steel. The funeral was going on outside . . . She sent her face to the funeral, and herself 

went rollicking with the springtime across the world.” The images here show a barrier 

between Janie’s outward form and appearance of solemnity for the dead, but within she 

is actually celebrating. The figurative language expresses this separation in a fresh and 

interesting way. 

 

YOUR ASSIGNMENTS (2 TEXTS): 

1. Read  In Cold Blood, Truman Capote:   A nonfiction novel, a true account of the 

1960 murder of a Kansas farm family, the town they lived in, the killers, and the 



American justice system.   

a. While reading, complete at least four Double Entry Journals(DEJ). 

Aim for one entry per section of the book (In Cold Blood is divided into 

four sections). Your entries should be a fair balance of the three rhetorical 

stylistic choices above, noting how your chosen textual excerpt has a 

particular rhetorical feature that contributes to tone. You may want to 

include (as extra) entries that address questions you have, clarifications of 

things in the text, especially memorable quotes, etc. (See the attached 

DoubleEntry Journal explanation and electronic DEJ below.) 

b. Your In Cold Blood DEJ is due the first day of school and should be 

shared with me on google drive (andrea.turner@knoxschools.org). It will 

be graded for completion as well as for thorough and thoughtful analysis 

of rhetorical elements at work.  

c. Upon our return to school, you will be writing a rhetorical analysis essay 

of In Cold Blood in class, using your DEJs to support your analysis. Thus, 

the better your journal entries are, the easier your essay will be to write. 

 

2. Read I am Malala, Malala Yousafzai. DO NOT BUY THE “YOUNG 

READERS’ EDITION”! Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the 

Taliban took control of her region. They said music was a crime. They said 

women weren't allowed to go to the market. They said girls couldn't go to school. 

Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was 

taught to stand up for what she believes. So she fought for her right to be 

educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She was 

shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school. No one 

expected her to survive. 

a. While reading, complete an informal written reflection regarding 

Malala’s purpose in writing the book. The reflection should be 

approximately 5 paragraphs (one for each section of the book). Discuss 

her purpose as it builds and develops across the book. Consider the 

rhetorical elements of TONE as listed above.  How do they support her 

overall purpose? 

b. Your Malala written reflection is due the first day of school and should be 

shared with me on google drive (andrea.turner@knoxschools.org). It will 

be graded for completion as well as for thoughtful analysis of author 

purpose. 

c. Upon our return to school, you will be writing an argumentative essay 

about Malala. Thus, the better your reflection is, the easier your essay 

will be to write. 
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PART TWO: Nonfiction American Literature/History 

For this part, you will choose and read ONE of the following nonfiction novels, then 

write a response:  

1. The Unthinkable, Amanda Ripley: Today, nine out of ten Americans live in 

places at significant risk of earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, terrorism, or other 

disasters. Tomorrow, some of us will have to make split-second choices to save 

ourselves and our families. How will we react? What will it feel like? Will we be 

heroes or victims? Will our upbringing, our gender, our personality–anything 

we’ve ever learned, thought, or dreamed of–ultimately matter?...This book 

escorts us into the bleakest regions of our nightmares, flicks on a flashlight, and 

takes a steady look around. Then it leads us home, smarter and stronger than we 

were before. 

 

 

 

 

2. The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America's 

Shining Women, Kate Moore: In the dark years of the 

first World War, hundreds of girls toil amidst the 

glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. The 

glittering chemical covers their bodies from head to 

toe; they light up the night like industrious fireflies. 

With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" are the 

luckiest alive — until they begin to fall mysteriously ill. But the factories 

that once offered golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims of the 

gruesome side effects, and the women's cries of corruption. And as the 

fatal poison of the radium takes hold, the brave shining girls find 

themselves embroiled in one of the biggest scandals of America's early 20th 

century, and in a groundbreaking battle for workers' rights that will echo for 

centuries to come... 

 

 

3. Hillbilly Elegy, JD Vance: From a former Marine and 

Yale Law School Graduate, a poignant account of 

growing up in a poor Appalachian town, that offers a 

broader, probing look at the struggles of America’s white 

working class. Part memoir, part historical and social 

analysis, J. D. Vance’s Hillbilly Elegy is a fascinating 

consideration of class, culture, and the American dream. 

At times funny, disturbing, and deeply moving, this is a 



family history that is also a troubling meditation on the loss of the American 

dream for a large portion of this country. 

 

 

 

 

4. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot: Her name was 

Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor 

Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave 

ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of 

the most important tools in medicine. The first “immortal” human cells 

grown in culture, they are still alive today, though she has been dead for 

more than sixty years. If you could pile all HeLa cells ever grown onto 

a scale, they’d weigh more than 50 million metric tons—as much as a 

hundred Empire State Buildings. HeLa cells were vital for developing 

the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the atom 

bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro 

fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and 

sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, 

buried in an unmarked grave. 

 

YOUR ASSIGNMENTS (CHOICE TEXT):  

● Writing Option A: Identify the central argument of the book, then agree with the 

claim, argue against the claim, or qualify the claim by saying when it is accurate 

and when it is inaccurate. Provide evidence from history, literature, current 

events, or personal experience. No outside sources are required beyond the book 

you read, and any time you deal with a source, cite it according to MLA 

guidelines. 

● Writing Option B: Persuasive writing can appeal to emotion, logic, or morals and 

values. Appeals to morals and values are called ethos; appeals to emotion are 

called pathos; appeals to logic and reason are called logos. Discuss the balance or 

imbalance of logos, pathos, and ethos in the book you read, citing specific bits of 

the book as evidence. No outside sources are required, but you will need to cite 

the book according to MLA guidelines. 

● Writing Option C: This is the open option. Make any/prove any opinion about 

any aspect of the book you read. No outside sources are required, but if you use 

outside sources, cite them according to MLA guidelines. 





 
 

 


