Outside / Summer Reading List
Hardin Valley Academy
2022-2023

If there are objections to any of the selected texts stemming from language, religious beliefs, or other
controversial subject matter, alternate titles are available upon request.

Please Note: Students in 10-12 CP English classes are to read two novels. The rst, a graphic novel, is mandatory.
For their second novel, they may choose any of the three other novels listed for their grade level.
Read one realistic young adult book by one of the following
authors:
9 CP

Alternate Reads:
Frankenstein – Mary Shelley

Jason Reynolds, Elizabeth Acevedo , Becky Albertalli , Adam
Silvera , Nic Stone, Julie Murphy, Neal Shusterman, Matt de la
Peña
*Circe by Madeline Miller
&

Alternate Reads:

9 Honors

Medea – Euripedes
*How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster

10 CP

Mandatory Read:

Alternate Reads:

American Born Chinese – Gene Luen Yang

Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen

Also, Choose One Among:
The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates – Wes Moore
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe –
Benjamin Alire Sáenz*
Mosquitoland – David Arnold*

10 Honors

11 CP

Mandatory Reads:

Alternate Reads:

Brave New World – Aldous Huxley*
Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen

1984 – George Orwell
Emma – Jane Austen

Mandatory Read:

Alternate Reads:

March: Book One – John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell

The House of the Scorpion –
Nancy Farmer

Also, Choose One Among:
I am Malala – Malala Yousafzai
The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks – E. Lockhart
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain*

12 CP

Mandatory Read:

Alternate Reads:

Steve Jobs: Insanely Great – Jesse Hartland

The House of the Scorpion –
Nancy Farmer

Also, Choose One Among:
The Girls of Atomic City: The Untold Story of the Women Who
Helped Win World War II – Denise Kiernan
The Adoration of Jenna Fox – Mary E. Pearson
The Island of Dr. Moreau – H. G. Wells

fi

11 AP Lang. Dolly Parton’s America Podcast

Alternate Reads:

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald
A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry*

A Farewell to Arms – Ernest
Hemingway
The Glass Menagerie – Tennessee
Williams

Think Like a Freak: The Authors of Freakonomics Offer to Retrain Plato’s Republic & Analects of
AP Research Your Brain – Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner
Confucius (Must read both if doing
the alternate assignment).
AP Seminar

Think Like a Freak: The Authors of Freakonomics Offer to Retrain Plato’s Republic & Analects of
Your Brain – Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner
Confucius (Must read both if doing
the alternate assignment).

* - The works denoted above with an asterisk may contain controversial content—language, violence, or mature
situations.
Chapters 16 and 17 of How to Read Literature Like a Professor contain sensitive content but will not be discussed in
class. Students may safely skip these chapters without fear of penalty. As always, we encourage parents to
collect as much information as possible about the novels if content may be a concern. Websites like http://
commonsensemedia.org are designed to help parents make appropriate decisions about what their child/student
is ready to read. Alternate titles are available for all of these works; parents must request these through the
school of ce.
Circe contains some violence and profanity. Page 188 at the end chapter 14 of Circe depicts a sexual assault.
Students may safely skip this page without fear of penalty.

Graphic, Contemporary, and Young Adult Novel Synopses and Content Warnings
(Synopses are directly quoted and content information is compiled from www.commonsensemedia.org when
available; any information unavailable from this site is quoted from Amazon.com. More information about
these novels is available on a variety of sites online; parents are encouraged to utilize such sites for additional
information about content, quality, and potential discussion topics if so desired.)
American Born Chinese – Gene Luen Yang

fi

fi

fi

fi

Synopsis: “Parents need to know that Gene Luen Yang's American Born Chinese is the rst graphic novel to be
nominated for a National Book Award and the rst to win the American Library Association's Michael L. Printz
Award, in addition to several other literary awards and honors. It's easy to see why: The art, clever story lines,
and thoughtful messages about tolerance and acceptance mark it as a winner. There's some sexual innuendo,
potty humor, ghting, and a fairly graphic scene in which a monk is impaled on a spear and put on a spit over a
re, though he's rescued. An intentionally over-the-top stereotypical Chinese character -- and every protagonist's
search for acceptance -- make this a better t for teen readers who have the sophistication to understand the
author's intent.”
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12 AP Lit.

Mandatory Reads:

Circe – Madline Miller
Synopsis: In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a daughter is born. But Circe is a
strange child -- not powerful, like her father, nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to the world of
mortals for companionship, she discovers that she does possess power -- the power of witchcraft, which can
transform rivals into monsters and menace the gods themselves. Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted
island, where she hones her occult craft, tames wild beasts and crosses paths with many of the most famous
gures in all of mythology, including the Minotaur, Daedalus and his doomed son Icarus, the murderous Medea,
and, of course, wily Odysseus. But there is danger, too, for a woman who stands alone, and Circe unwittingly
draws the wrath of both men and gods, ultimately nding herself pitted against one of the most terrifying and
vengeful of the Olympians. To protect what she loves most, Circe must summon all her strength and choose,
once and for all, whether she belongs with the gods she is born from, or the mortals she has come to love. With
unforgettably vivid characters, mesmerizing language, and page-turning suspense, Circe is a triumph of
storytelling, an intoxicating epic of family rivalry, palace intrigue, love and loss, as well as a celebration of
indomitable female strength in a man's world. -from Amazon.com
Content: Circe contains some violence and profanity. Page 188 at the end chapter 14 of Circe depicts a sexual
assault. Students may safely skip this page without fear of penalty.

The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates – Wes Moore
Synopsis: “Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up
fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had dif cult childhoods; both hung out on street corners with
their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated
veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other ended up a convicted murderer serving a life
sentence? Wes Moore, the author of this fascinating book, sets out to answer this profound question. In
alternating narratives that take readers from heart-wrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, The
Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of boys trying to nd their way in a hostile world.” – from
Amazon.com
Content: The book contains oblique references to violence, including gun violence and domestic abuse.
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe – Benjamin Alire Sáenz

fi

fi

Synopsis: “Parents need to know that 2013 Printz Honor Book Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe
is an introspective coming-of-age story about two Mexican-American boys growing up in El Paso, Texas, in
1987. It brings up questions of identity, particularly in terms of sexuality and sexual orientation. Each boy
experiments with kissing a girl; one also does so with a boy. They also try weed and drink beer. Dante gets
jumped by a group of boys, and Ari (short for Aristotle) punches a boy, breaking his nose. And Ari tries out a few
curse words to see how his mom reacts. But the book's real focus is friendship and how the perspective and love
of a good friend can make you look at yourself differently and motivate you to change for the better.”

fi

fi

Content: The book contains minor violence and profanity (rated a 2/5 by Common Sense Media), as well as
mild innuendo and an instance of smoking. The book also contains instances of racial slurs directed at the
Asian protagonist.

Content: The book contains some violence related to bullying (rated a 2/5 by Common Sense Media), mild
profanity (rated a 2/5 by Common Sense Media), references to drug use (rated a 3/5 by Common Sense
Media), and instances of two teenage boys exploring their sexuality (rated a 3/5 by Common Sense Media).
Mosquitoland – David Arnold
Synopsis: “Parents need to know that Mosquitoland is a powerful coming-of-age novel about the brilliant, halfblind, mentally ill 16-year-old Mary Iris Malone, who's on a tumultuous four-day trip from Mississippi to Ohio
to reunite with her sick mom. Author David Arnold's debut novel explores many challenging subjects, including
psychosis, sexual assault, divorce, blended families, depression, suicide, sexual orientation, intellectual disability,
and, of course, friendship and rst love. There are some intense scenes (a deadly bus crash, a child molester who
attacks two teen girls, a couple of st ghts, and one knife-wielding thief), as well as a strong attraction between a
16-year-old and a 21-year-old that stays just inside the boundaries of appropriate, but it's nothing most mature
teen readers couldn't handle. In keeping with the characters, the language is occasionally strong, and a couple of
characters drink or smoke cigarettes. This is an ideal pick for teen readers who appreciate well-written stories
about self-discovery.”
Content: The book contains intense moments of violence (rated a 3/5 by Common Sense Media and including
an attempted rape) and profanity (rated a 3/5 by Common Sense Media and including the f-word) as well as a
few references to smoking and prescription drugs.
March: Book One – John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell
Synopsis: “Parents need to know that March is a powerful look back at the early days of the civil rights
movement in the American South. Both a history and a memoir of Congressman John Lewis' early life, this rst
of a planned trilogy emphasizes the power of nonviolent protest and shows how people can band together to
effect social change. It contains some violence, including beatings by police and the murder of a 14-year-old boy,
but these scenes are not graphic or lingered upon. Bigoted characters use the "N" word throughout the book,
but there's no other objectionable language.”
Content: The book portrays both violence and profanity related to the Civil Rights movement (rated a 4/5 and
a 3/5 by Common Sense Media, respectively, and including use of the N-word).
I Am Malala – Malala Yousafzai
Synopsis: “Parents need to know that I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up For Education and Changed the World is a
memoir by Malala Yousafzai, co-written with Patricia McCormick. Malala was born in Pakistan in 1997 and
became a household word in 2012, when she was shot at point-blank range by a member of the Taliban on her
way home from school for advocating education for girls. She later was a co-recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize
and now lives in England with her family because it's not safe for them to return to Pakistan. Malala tells of
being inspired at a young age to stand up for what was right, encouraged by her schoolteacher father; of the
scary realities of life under the Taliban; and of squabbles with her brothers and tiffs with her friends as she
becomes a symbol for the right of girls (and all kids) to get an education. She doesn't remember anything about
being shot, and there's little gory detail. The underlying violence of life in Pakistan, particularly against people
the Taliban don't approve of, looms throughout and may be too much for sensitive kids. It's an inspiring rstperson story of what one teen can accomplish -- and what it costs her and her loved ones.”
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Content: The book contains oblique references to violence (rated a 3/5 by Common Sense Media).

The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks – Emily Lockhart
Synopsis: “Frankie Landau-Banks starts her sophomore year of high school at an elite boarding school with the
bene t of a newly curvaceous body that gets her noticed by boys. She starts to wonder, though, if getting
attention for her ‘Ladies’ is really that much better than being ignored as she was the previous year. Frankie
wants boys to admire her devious mind -- and when she discovers her hot boyfriend is a member of the school's
secret society, the Loyal Order of the Basset Hounds, she decides to prove she's not a harmless ‘bunny rabbit’
anymore. Armed with the society's Disreputable History notebook, she pulls off some of the school's most
notorious pranks. But is leading the gang worth losing her boyfriend?”
Content: The book contains mild cursing, a few references to sex, and makes mention of underage alcohol
consumption.
Steve Jobs: Insanely Great – Jesse Hartland
Synopsis: “Whether they’ve seen Aaron Sorkin and Danny Boyle’s Steve Jobs movie, read Walter Isaacson’s
biography, or just own an iPhone, this graphic novel retelling of the Apple innovator’s life will capture the
imaginations of the legions of readers who live and breathe the technocentric world Jobs created. Told through
a combination of black-and-white illustrations and handwritten text, this fast-paced and entertaining biography
in graphic format presents the story of the ultimate American entrepreneur, the man who brought us Apple
Computer, Pixar, Macs, iPods, iPhones, and more. Jobs’s remarkable life reads like a history of the personal
technology industry. He started Apple Computer in his parents’ garage and eventually became the tastemaker
of a generation, creating products we can’t live without. Through it all, he was an overbearing and demanding
perfectionist, both impossible and inspiring. Capturing his unparalleled brilliance, as well as his many demons,
Jessie Hartland’s engaging biography illuminates the meteoric successes, devastating setbacks, and myriad
contradictions that make up the extraordinary life and legacy of the insanely great Steve Jobs. Here's the perfect
book for any teen interested in STEM topics, especially tech.” – from Amazon.com
Content: The book contains references to illegal drug use.
The Girls of Atomic City: The Untold Story of the Women Who Helped Win World War II –
Denise Kiernan
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Synopsis: “At the height of World War II, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, was home to 75,000 residents, and consumed
more electricity than New York City, yet it was shrouded in such secrecy that it did not appear on any map.
Thousands of civilians, many of them young women from small towns across the U.S., were recruited to this
secret city, enticed by the promise of solid wages and war-ending work. What were they actually doing there?
Very few knew. The purpose of this mysterious government project was kept a secret from the outside world and
from the majority of the residents themselves. Some wondered why, despite the constant work and round-theclock activity in this makeshift town, did no tangible product of any kind ever seem to leave its guarded gates?
The women who kept this town running would nd out at the end of the war, when Oak Ridge’s secret was
revealed and changed the world forever. Drawing from the voices and experiences of the women who lived and
worked in Oak Ridge, The Girls of Atomic City rescues a remarkable, forgotten chapter of World War II from
obscurity. Denise Kiernan captures the spirit of the times through these women: their pluck, their desire to
contribute, and their enduring courage.”

Content: The book contains a reference to one instance of the exploitation of a worker at Oak Ridge (testing
radiation on him without consent).
The Adoration of Jenna Fox – Mary E. Pearson
Synopsis: “When Jenna Fox wakes up from an 18-month coma, she remembers nothing, and she's in rural
California in a broken-down house with her mother and grandmother instead of her home in Boston. All she
has is every highlight of her old life on disc -- her life as the perfect daughter that her parents adored so much
that deals were made to make sure they wouldn't lose her, even after an accident she wasn't supposed to survive.
But once Jenna starts to unravel her parents' secrets, can she live with the decision they've made?”
Content: The book contains several references to violence, including substantial deaths to disease and natural
disasters (earning it a 3/5 violence rating) and does contain one reference to underage drinking. Profanity is
mild and scant.
Think Like a Freak: The Authors of Freakonomics Offer to Retrain Your Brain – Steven D. Levitt
and Stephen J. Dubner
Synopsis: “With their trademark blend of captivating storytelling and unconventional analysis, Steven D. Levitt
and Stephen J. Dubner take us inside their thought process and teach us all how to think a bit more productively,
more creatively, more rationally. In Think Like A Freak, they offer a blueprint for an entirely new way to solve
problems, whether your interest lies in minor lifehacks or major global reforms. The topics range from business
to philanthropy to sports to politics, all with the goal of retraining your brain. Along the way, you’ll learn the
secrets of a Japanese hot-dog-eating champion, the reason an Australian doctor swallowed a batch of dangerous
bacteria, and why Nigerian e-mail scammers make a point of saying they’re from Nigeria.”
Content: This book contains occasional reference to controversial social issues such as abortion.
Classic Novels Synopses and Content Warnings
(Synopses are directly quoted from Novels for Students, Drama for Students, or Shakespeare for Students [publications
available through the Gale Virtual Reference Library Database] or online student aids like the CliffsNotes
website. Citations follows the summaries. Additional information about content, quality, and potential
discussion topics is available all over the web for these novels/plays, as they are frequently taught in high schools
and colleges across the country.)
Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen
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Synopsis: “When Charles Bingley, a rich single man, moves to the Nether eld estate, the neighborhood
residents are thrilled, especially Mrs. Bennet, who hopes to marry one of her ve daughters to him. When the
Bennet daughters meet him at a local ball, they are impressed by his outgoing personality and friendly
disposition. They are less impressed, however, by Bingley's friend Fitzwilliam Darcy, a landowning aristocrat who
is too proud to speak to any of the locals and whom Elizabeth Bennet overhears refusing to dance with her.
Bingley and the oldest Bennet daughter, Jane, soon form an attachment. Any serious relationship between the
two, however, is opposed by Bingley's sisters (who do not approve of Jane as a wife for Bingley because of her
mother's lower status) and by Darcy (who believes that Jane is indifferent to Bingley). Meanwhile, Darcy nds
himself attracted to Elizabeth despite his objections to her family. He is drawn to her spirited wit and expressive
eyes, and Caroline Bingley's jealous criticisms of Elizabeth can do nothing to lessen Darcy's admiration. As
Darcy grows more interested in Elizabeth, Elizabeth continues to despise him and is instead attracted to George

Wickham, a handsome and personable militia of cer. Wickham tells Elizabeth that his father worked for Darcy's
father and that he and Darcy grew up together. Stating that he was favored by Darcy's father, Wickham claims
that Darcy disobeyed his father's bequest of a clergyman's revenue to Wickham out of sel sh resentment.
Wickham's tale makes Darcy appear not only proud but cruel, and Elizabeth accepts Wickham's account
without question, disliking Darcy even more because of it. In the midst of Jane and Elizabeth's developing
relationships, the Bennet family is visited by Mr. Bennet's cousin, William Collins, a clergyman who will inherit
Mr. Bennet's estate when he dies because of a legal stricture known as an entail. Full of apologies for the entail
and praises for his patroness, Lady Catherine De Bourgh, Mr. Collins informs the Mrs. Bennet that Lady
Catherine has instructed him to marry and that he plans to choose a wife from the Bennet daughters. He settles
on Elizabeth, but is stunned and offended when she refuses him. He quickly turns his attention to Elizabeth's
friend, Charlotte Lucas, who wants to marry for security rather than love, and the two are soon engaged and
married. At the same time, Jane is dismayed to nd out that Bingley and the entire Nether eld party have
unexpectedly left for London. Caroline Bingley writes to Jane that they do not intend to return, and she predicts
a match between Bingley and Darcy's sister, Georgiana, who is also in London. Although Jane quietly resigns
herself to a life without Bingley, Elizabeth is angry for her sister and suspects that Bingley's sisters and Darcy are
trying to keep him from Jane. Elizabeth visits Charlotte at her new home in Hunsford, Kent, and meets Mr.
Collins' patroness and Darcy's aunt, Lady Catherine De Bourgh, an overbearing woman who thrives on
meddling in other people's lives. Soon after Elizabeth's arrival in Kent, Darcy visits his aunt with his cousin,
Colonel Fitzwilliam. Darcy puzzles Elizabeth with his behavior; he seems to seek out her company, but he never
says much. One day, he surprises Elizabeth by proposing to her. Still repelled by his pride and believing Darcy is
responsible for Bingley's separation from Jane and for Wickham's misfortune, Elizabeth refuses him. The next
day, Darcy gives her a letter explaining his role in in uencing Bingley away from Jane and details the facts of
Wickham's situation. A careful examination of the facts reveals that Darcy, while proud, is innocent of
wrongdoing, leaving Elizabeth morti ed at her discovery of how her own pride prejudiced her against Darcy.
After returning home for a month, Elizabeth goes on a trip with her aunt and uncle Gardiner to Derbyshire
county, where they visit Darcy's estate of Pemberley. There they meet Darcy unexpectedly and are all surprised
at how graciously he treats them. He calls on Elizabeth at her inn, introduces her to his sister, and invites her to
Pemberley for dinner. Darcy is still in love with Elizabeth, and Elizabeth begins to have similar feelings for him.
In the midst of this promising situation, Elizabeth receives two letters from Jane telling her that Lydia has eloped
with Wickham, causing Elizabeth and the Gardiners to leave for home immediately. Elizabeth fears that Lydia
and the Bennet family are permanently disgraced and that her newly-discovered love for Darcy is hopeless.
When Lydia is found, however, she and Wickham marry. After the wedding, Elizabeth discovers that Darcy was
instrumental in orchestrating the marriage, thereby saving the reputation and marriageability of the other
Bennet daughters. Bingley returns to Nether eld and soon asks Jane to marry him. Jane, of course, accepts, and
Mrs. Bennet's exultation is only lessened by her irritation at Darcy's occasional presence. Meanwhile, Elizabeth's
happiness for her sister is interrupted by a visit from Lady Catherine De Bourgh, who has heard a rumor that
Darcy and Elizabeth are engaged, which they are not. She lectures Elizabeth on the imprudence of such a
match, and then demands that Elizabeth promise not to accept any proposal from Darcy. Elizabeth refuses,
causing Lady Catherine to tell Darcy about Elizabeth's impertinence and to scold him about the folly of an
engagement between them. Lady Catherine's description of Elizabeth's response to her demands gives Darcy
hope that Elizabeth has had a change of heart. He proposes again and Elizabeth happily accepts.”
Content Warning: This novel references alcohol.
Kalil, Marie. CliffsNotes on Pride and Prejudice. Web. 11 May 2016.
Brave New World – Aldous Huxley
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Synopsis: “[Brave New World] is set in a London six hundred years in the future. People all around the world are
part of a totalitarian state, free from war, hatred, poverty, disease, and pain. They enjoy leisure time, material
wealth, and physical pleasures. However, in order to maintain such a smoothly running society, the ten people in
charge of the world, the Controllers, eliminate most forms of freedom and twist around many traditionally held

human values. Standardization and progress are valued above all else. These Controllers create human beings in
factories, using technology to make ninety-six people from the same fertilized egg and to condition them for
their future lives. Children are raised together and subjected to mind control through sleep teaching to further
condition them. As adults, people are content to ful ll their destinies as part of ve social classes, from the
intelligent Alphas, who run the factories, to the mentally challenged Epsilons, who do the most menial jobs. All
spend their free time indulging in harmless and mindless entertainment and sports activities. When the Savage,
a man from the uncontrolled area of the world (an Indian reservation in New Mexico) comes to London, he
questions the society and ultimately has to choose between conformity and death.”
Content Warning: This novel contains profanity and sexual references.
"Brave New World." Novels for Students. Ed. Marie Rose Napierkowski and Deborah A. Stanley. Vol. 6. Detroit:
Gale, 1999. 52-73. Gale Virtual Reference Library. Web. 4 May 2012.
How to Read Literature Like a Professor – Thomas Foster
Synopsis: “What does it mean when a ctional hero takes a journey?. Shares a meal? Gets drenched in a
sudden rain shower? Often, there is much more going on in a novel or poem than is readily visible on the
surface—a symbol, maybe, that remains elusive, or an unexpected twist on a character—and there's that
sneaking suspicion that the deeper meaning of a literary text keeps escaping you.
In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how easy and gratifying it is to unlock
those hidden truths, and to discover a world where a road leads to a quest; a shared meal may signify a
communion; and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just rain. Ranging from major themes to
literary models, narrative devices, and form, How to Read Literature Like a Professor is the perfect companion for
making your reading experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun.”
Synopsis from Amazon.com
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain
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Synopsis: “Consisting of 43 chapters, the novel begins with Huck Finn introducing himself as someone readers
might have heard of in the past. Readers learn that the practical Huck has become rich from his last adventure
with Tom and that the Widow Douglas and her sister, Miss Watson, have taken Huck into their home in order to
try and teach him religion and proper manners. Instead of obeying his guardians, however, Huck sneaks out of
the house at night to join Tom Sawyer's gang and pretend that they are robbers and pirates. One day Huck
discovers that his father, Pap Finn, has returned to town. Because Pap has a history of violence and
drunkenness, Huck is worried about Pap's intentions, especially toward his invested money. When Pap confronts
Huck and warns him to quit school and stop trying to better himself, Huck continues to attend school just to
spite Pap. Huck's fears are soon realized when Pap kidnaps him and takes him across the Mississippi River to a
small cabin on the Illinois shore. Although Huck becomes somewhat comfortable with his life free from religion
and school, Pap's beatings become too severe, and Huck fakes his own murder and escapes down the Mississippi.
Huck lands a few miles down at Jackson's Island, and there he stumbles across Miss Watson's slave, Jim, who has
run away for fear he will be sold down the river. Huck and Jim soon learn that men are coming to search
Jackson's Island, and the two fugitives escape down the river on a raft. Jim's plan is to reach the Illinois town of
Cairo, and from there, he can take the Ohio River up to the free states. The plan troubles Huck and his
conscience. However, Huck continues to stay with Jim as they travel, despite his belief that he is breaking all of
society and religion's tenets. Huck's struggle with the concept of slavery and Jim's freedom continues throughout
the novel. Huck and Jim encounter several characters during their ight, including a band of robbers aboard a
wrecked steamboat and two Southern "genteel" families who are involved in a bloody feud. The only time that
Huck and Jim feel that they are truly free is when they are aboard the raft. This freedom and tranquility are
shattered by the arrival of the duke and the king, who commandeer the raft and force Huck and Jim to stop at

various river towns in order to perform con dence scams on the inhabitants. The scams are harmless until the
duke and the king pose as English brothers and plot to steal a family's entire inheritance. Before the duke and
the king can complete their plan, the real brothers arrive. In the subsequent confusion, Huck and Jim escape
and are soon joined by the duke and the king. Disappointed at their lack of income, the duke and the king
betray Huck and Jim, and sell Jim back into slavery. When Huck goes to nd Jim, he discovers that Jim is being
held captive on Silas and Sally Phelps' farm. The Phelps think Huck is their visiting nephew, Tom Sawyer, and
Huck easily falls into the role of Tom. Tom Sawyer soon arrives and, after Huck explains Jim's captivity, Tom
takes on the guise of his own brother, Sid. After dismissing Huck's practical method of escape, Tom suggests
they concoct an elaborate plan to free Jim. Tom's plan is haphazardly based on several of the prison and
adventure novels he has read, and the simple act of freeing Jim becomes a complicated farce with rope ladders,
snakes, and mysterious messages. When the escape nally takes place, a pursuing farmer shoots Tom in the calf.
Because Jim will not leave the injured Tom, Jim is again recaptured and taken back to the Phelps farm. At the
farm, Tom reveals the entire scheme to Aunt Sally and Uncle Silas. Readers learn that Miss Watson has passed
away and freed Jim in her will, and Tom has been aware of Jim's freedom the entire time. At the end of the
novel, Jim is nally set free and Huck ponders his next adventure away from civilization.”
Content Warning: This novel contains profanity, references to smoking and drinking, and frequent racial slurs.
Bruce, Robert. CliffsNotes on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Web. 10 May 2016.
The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald
Synopsis: “In nine chapters, Fitzgerald presents the rise and fall of Jay Gatsby, as related in a rst-person
narrative by Nick Carraway. Carraway reveals the story of a farmer's son-tumed racketeer, named Jay Gatz. His
ill-gotten wealth is acquired solely to gain acceptance into the sophisticated, moneyed world of the woman he
loves, Daisy Fay Buchanan. His romantic illusions about the power of money to buy respectability and the love
of Daisy—the ‘golden girl’ of his dreams—are skillfully and ironically interwoven with episodes that depict what
Fitzgerald viewed as the callousness and moral irresponsibility of the af uent American society of the 1920s.
America at this time experienced a cultural and lifestyle revolution. In the economic arena, the stock market
boomed, the rich spent money on fabulous parties and expensive acquisitions, the automobile became a symbol
of glamour and wealth, and pro ts were made, both legally and illegally. The whirlwind pace of this post-World
War I era is captured in Fitzgerald's Gatsby, whose tragic quest and violent death foretell the collapse of that era
and the onset of disillusionment with the American dream. By the end of the novel, the reader slowly realizes
that Carraway is transformed as he recognizes Gatsby's moral superiority to the Buchanans. In fact, the triumph
of Gatsby's legacy is reached by Nick Carraway's ruminations at the end of the book about Gatsby's valiant,
however futile, attempts to regain his past love.”
Content Warning: This novel contains profanity, sexual references, and a racial slur.
"The Great Gatsby." Novels for Students. Ed. Diane Telgen. Vol. 2. Detroit: Gale, 1997. 64-86. Gale Virtual Reference
Library. Web. 4 May 2012.
A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry
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Synopsis: “This play tells the story of a lower-class black family's struggle to gain middle-class acceptance.
When the play opens, Mama, the sixty-year-old mother of the family, is waiting for a $10,000 insurance check
from the death of her husband, and the drama will focus primarily on how the $10,000 should be spent. The
son, Walter Lee Younger, is so desperate to be a better provider for his growing family that he wants to invest the
entire sum in a liquor store with two of his friends. The mother objects mainly for ethical reasons; she is
vehemently opposed to the idea of selling liquor. Minor con icts erupt over their disagreements. When Mama

decides to use part of the money as a down payment on a house in a white neighborhood, her con ict with
Walter escalates and causes her deep anguish. In an attempt to make things right between herself and her son,
Mama entrusts Walter Lee with the rest of the money. He immediately invests it secretly in his liquor store
scheme, believing that he will perhaps quadruple his initial investment. One of Walter Lee's prospective
business partners, however, runs off with the money, a loss which tests the spiritual and psychological mettle of
each family member. After much wavering and vacillating, the Youngers decide to continue with their plans to
move — in spite of their nancial reversals and in spite of their having been warned by a weak representative of
the white neighborhood that blacks are not welcome.”
Content Warning: This novel contains prejudicial slurs and profanity.
James, Rosetta. CliffsNotes on A Raisin in the Sun. 2000-2012. Web. 4 May 2012.
The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald
Synopsis: “In nine chapters, Fitzgerald presents the rise and fall of Jay Gatsby, as related in a rst-person
narrative by Nick Carraway. Carraway reveals the story of a farmer's son-tumed racketeer, named Jay Gatz. His
ill-gotten wealth is acquired solely to gain acceptance into the sophisticated, moneyed world of the woman he
loves, Daisy Fay Buchanan. His romantic illusions about the power of money to buy respectability and the love
of Daisy—the ‘golden girl’ of his dreams—are skillfully and ironically interwoven with episodes that depict what
Fitzgerald viewed as the callousness and moral irresponsibility of the af uent American society of the 1920s.
America at this time experienced a cultural and lifestyle revolution. In the economic arena, the stock market
boomed, the rich spent money on fabulous parties and expensive acquisitions, the automobile became a symbol
of glamour and wealth, and pro ts were made, both legally and illegally. The whirlwind pace of this post-World
War I era is captured in Fitzgerald's Gatsby, whose tragic quest and violent death foretell the collapse of that era
and the onset of disillusionment with the American dream. By the end of the novel, the reader slowly realizes
that Carraway is transformed as he recognizes Gatsby's moral superiority to the Buchanans. In fact, the triumph
of Gatsby's legacy is reached by Nick Carraway's ruminations at the end of the book about Gatsby's valiant,
however futile, attempts to regain his past love.”
Content Warning: This novel contains profanity, sexual references, and a racial slur.
"The Great Gatsby." Novels for Students. Ed. Diane Telgen. Vol. 2. Detroit: Gale, 1997. 64-86. Gale Virtual Reference
Library. Web. 4 May 2012.
A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry
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Synopsis: “This play tells the story of a lower-class black family's struggle to gain middle-class acceptance.
When the play opens, Mama, the sixty-year-old mother of the family, is waiting for a $10,000 insurance check
from the death of her husband, and the drama will focus primarily on how the $10,000 should be spent. The
son, Walter Lee Younger, is so desperate to be a better provider for his growing family that he wants to invest the
entire sum in a liquor store with two of his friends. The mother objects mainly for ethical reasons; she is
vehemently opposed to the idea of selling liquor. Minor con icts erupt over their disagreements. When Mama
decides to use part of the money as a down payment on a house in a white neighborhood, her con ict with
Walter escalates and causes her deep anguish. In an attempt to make things right between herself and her son,
Mama entrusts Walter Lee with the rest of the money. He immediately invests it secretly in his liquor store
scheme, believing that he will perhaps quadruple his initial investment. One of Walter Lee's prospective

Content Warning: This novel contains prejudicial slurs and profanity.
James, Rosetta. CliffsNotes on A Raisin in the Sun. 2000-2012. Web. 4 May 2012.
The Island of Dr. Moreau – H.G. Wells
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Synopsis: “H.G. Wells's science ction classic, The Island of Doctor Moreau, asks the reader to consider the limits
of natural science and the distinction between men and beasts. A strange mix of science ction, romance, and
philosophical meandering, it is one of the standards of early science ction. It begins with the protagonist, an
upper class gentleman named Prendick, nding himself shipwrecked in the ocean. A passing ship takes him
aboard, and a doctor named Montgomery revives him. He explains to Prendick that they are bound for an
unnamed island where he works, and that the animals aboard the ship are traveling with him. Prendick also
meets a grotesque, bestial native named M'ling who appears to be Montgomery's manservant. When they arrive
on the island, however, both the captain of the ship and Doctor Moreau refuse to take Prendick. The crew
pushes him back into the lifeboat from which they rescued him, but seeing that the ship really intends to
abandom him, the islanders take pity and end up coming back for him. Montgomery introduces him to Doctor
Moreau, a cold and precise man who conducts research on the island. After unloading the animals from the
boat, they decide to house Prendick in an outer room of the enclosure in which they live. Prendick is exceedingly
curious about what exactly Moreau researches on the island, especially after he locks the inner part of the
enclosure without explaining why. Prendick suddenly remembers that he has heard of Moreau, and that he had
been an eminent physiologist in London before a journalist exposed his gruesome experiments in vivisection.
The next day, Moreau begins working on a puma, and its anguished cries drive Prendick out into the jungle. As
he wanders, he comes upon a group of people who seem human but have an unmistakable resemblance to hogs.
As he walks back to the enclosure, he suddenly realizes he is being followed. He panics and ees, and in a
desperate attempt of defense he manages to stun his attacker, a monstrous hybrid of animal and man. When he
returns to the enclosure and questions Montgomery, Montgomery refuses to be open with him. After failing to
get an explanation, Prendick nally gives in and takes a sleeping draft. Prendick awakes the next morning with
the previous night's activities fresh in his mind. Seeing that the inner door has been left unlocked, he walks in to
nd a humanoid form lying in bandages on the table. He believes that Moreau has been vivisecting humans and
that he is the next test subject. He ees into the jungle, where he meets an Ape Man who takes him to a colony
of similarly half-human/half-animal creatures. The leader, a large gray thing named the Sayer of the Law, has
him recite a strange litany called the Law that involves prohibitions against bestial behavior and praise for
Moreau. Suddenly, Moreau bursts into the colony, and Prendick escapes out the back into the jungle. He makes
for the ocean, where he plans to drown himself rather than allow Moreau to experiment on him. Moreau and
Montgomery confront him, however, and Moreau explains that the creatures, the Beast Folk, are animals he has
vivisected to resemble humans. Prendick goes back to the enclosure, where Moreau explains to him that he has
been on the island for eleven years now, striving to make a complete transformation from animal to human.
Apparently, his only reason for the pain he in icts is scienti c curiosity. Prendick accepts the explanation as it is
and begins life on the island. One day, as he and Montgomery are walking around the island, they come across a
half-eaten rabbit. Eating esh and tasting blood is one of the strongest prohibitions in the Law, so Montgomery
and Moreau become very worried. Moreau calls an assembly of the Beast Men. He identi es the Leopard Man
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business partners, however, runs off with the money, a loss which tests the spiritual and psychological mettle of
each family member. After much wavering and vacillating, the Youngers decide to continue with their plans to
move — in spite of their nancial reversals and in spite of their having been warned by a weak representative of
the white neighborhood that blacks are not welcome.”

(the same one that chased Prendick the rst time he wandered into the jungle) as the transgressor. The Leopard
Man ees, but when the group corners him in some undergrowth, Prendick takes pity and shoots him, sparing
him a return to Moreau's operating table. Moreau is furious but can do nothing about the situation. As time
passes, Prendick begins to deaden himself to the grotesqueness of the Beast Folk. One day, however, he is shaken
out of this stagnation when the puma rips free of its restraints and escapes from the lab. Moreau pursues it, but
the two end up killing each other. Montgomery falls apart, and having gotten himself quite drunk, decides to
share his alcohol with the Beast Men. Prendick tries to stop him, but Montgomery threatens violence and leaves
the enclosure alone with bottle in hand. Later in the night, Prendick hears a commotion outside; he rushes out,
and sees that Montgomery appears to have been involved in some scuf e with the Beast Folk. He dies in front of
Prendick, who is now the last remaining human on the island. He does not attempt to claim Moreau's vacant
throne on the island, but he instead settles for living with the Beast Folk as he attempts to build and provision a
raft with which he intends to leave the island. Luckily for him, eventually a ship inhabited by two corpses drifts
onto the beach. Prendick dumps the bodies, gets supplies, and leaves the next morning. He is picked up by a ship
only three days later, but when he tells his story the crew thinks he is mad. To prevent himself from being
declared insane, he pretends to have no memory of the year he spent between the rst shipwreck and his nal
rescue. When he gets back to England, however, he nds that he is rigidly uncomfortable around other humans,
because he has an irrational suspicion that they are all Beast Folk in danger of sudden and violent reversion to
animalism. He contents himself with solitude and the study of chemistry and astronomy, nding peace above in
the heavenly bodies.”
Content Warning: This novel contains violence and mild profanity.
Overvold, Jon-Mark. Kissel, Adam ed. “The Island of Dr. Moreau Summary.” GradeSaver. 8 July 2006.
Web. 11 May 2016.
1984 – George Orwell
Synopsis: “In George Orwell's 1984 Winston Smith, a member of the Outer Party from Oceania (a ctional
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state representing both England and America), lives in all visible ways as a good party member, in complete
conformance with the wishes of Big Brother—the leader of the Inner Party (Ingsa). He keeps his loathing for
the workings of the Party—for the vile food and drink, the terrible housing, the conversion of children into
spies, the orchestrated histrionics of the Two Minutes' Hate—deep inside, hidden, for he knows that such
feelings are an offense punishable by death, or worse. But, as the year 1984 begins, he has decided, against his
better judgment, to keep a diary in which his true feelings are laid bare. He sits back in an alcove in his dingy
apartment, just out of view of the telescreen (two-way television screens that are in all buildings and homes,
which broadcast propaganda and transmit back the activities of anyone passing in front of the screen) and
writes of his hatred for Big Brother. Winston works at the Ministry of Truth (Mini-true, in Newspeak), the
branch of the government responsible for the production and dissemination of all information. Winston's job is
to alter or "rectify" all past news articles which have since been "proven" to be false. Only once has he ever held
in his hands absolute proof that the Ministry was lying. It concerned three revolutionaries, Jones, Aaronson, and
Rutherford, who were executed for planning a revolt against the state. Winston found evidence that their
confessions were falsi ed and out of fear he destroyed that evidence. One day during a Two Minutes' Hate
session, Winston catches the eye of O'Brien, a member of the Inner Party who seems to carry the same
disillusionment about the Party that Winston harbors. Winston realizes that all the stories told by the Party about
Emmanuel Goldstein—the head of an underground conspiracy to overthrow the Party—and the traitorous
Brotherhood are at least partly true. Perhaps there is another way, and he begins to see hope in the proletariat.
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They are the 85% of the population of Oceania that exists outside the Party, kept in a perpetual state of
slovenly poverty but mostly unregulated, unobserved. Winston's wanderings among the proles, desperately
searching for that little bit of hope, take him one evening to the junk shop where he purchased his diary. The
proprietor, Mr. Charrington, Shows him a back room out tted with a bed, where he and his wife used to live
before the Revolution. And there is no telescreen—the proles aren't required to have them. As he leaves the
shop, Winston notices that he is being watched. A dark-haired woman from the ction department at Minitrue
was spying on him. Fearing the worst, Winston contemplates killing her, but instead he quickly heads home.
Winston sees the dark-haired girl at the Ministry of Truth. She stumbles, and as he helps her up, she passes a slip
of paper into his hand. Winston reads it in secret and discovers that it is a note saying that she loves him. Lonely
and intrigued by her, he manages to eat lunch one day with her. They make plans for another such accidental
meeting that evening. In the midst of a crowd, she gives him a complex set of directions to a place where they
will meet on Sunday afternoon. Winston and the girl—Julia—meet in the woods, far out in the country, away
from the telescreens. There they are actually able to talk and make love. Julia reveals that she is not what she
appears; she despises the Party, but pretends to be a good party member. The couple meets at irregular intervals,
and never in the same place, until Winston suggests the idea of renting Mr. Charrington's room. The two meet,
sharing the delicacies that Julia gets on the black market (delicacies like sugar, milk, and real coffee) and relishing
their moments of freedom. Their bliss is interrupted only once by the presence of a rat. Julia chases it off and
prevents it from coming back. O'Brien, under the guise of having a copy of the newest Newspeak dictionary,
approaches Winston at the ministry and invites him to his apartment. Winston believes he has a friend and
agrees to go with Julia. When Winston and Julia nally do appear, O'Brien assures them that Goldstein and the
conspiracy to overthrow the Party do indeed exist, that he is part of that conspiracy, and he wants them to work
for it. O'Brien sends Winston a copy of Goldstein's forbidden book on the secret history of Oceania which
Winston and Julia read in the privacy of Mr. Charrington's room. Shortly after waking up from a long nap,
Winston and Julia hear a voice from a hidden telescreen which suddenly commands them to stand in the middle
of the room. Mr. Charrington enters with a crew of stormtroopers who beat Winston and Julia, then hurry
them separately away. Winston is tortured in jail—known as the Ministry of Love—for an interminable length
of time. O'Brien is in charge of the torture. Winston confesses to various crimes, including his years of
conspiracy with the ruler of Eastasia—one of the three superpowers that are often at war with Oceania.
O'Brien explains to Winston that, among other things, Goldstein's book was in fact a Party creation. It becomes
clear, however, that the purpose of Miniluv is not to produce forced confessions and then kill its victims, but to
"cure" the confessors, to enable them to see the truth of their confessions and the correctness of the Party's
doublethink, in which "War is Peace," "Freedom is Slavery," and "Ignorance is Strength." The Party is not
content with negative obedience, but must have the complete and true belief of all members. No one is executed
before coming to love Big Brother. Winston is at length able to persuade himself that the Party is right about
everything—that two and two, in fact, make ve—but he has not betrayed Julia, whom he still loves. At last the
time comes for that step, and O'Brien sends Winston to Room 101, where each individual's darkest fear is
catalogued. In Winston's case it is rats. When they threaten him with rats, he betrays Julia. One last hurdle
remains: Winston must come to love Big Brother, for the Party wanted no martyrs, no opposition at all. Winston
is released a shell of a man, his hair and teeth gone, his body destroyed. He is given a small job on a committee
that requires no real work. He spends most of his time in a bar, drinking oily victory gin. He sees and even
speaks to Julia one day, who admits matter-of-factly that she betrayed him just as he betrayed her. They have
nothing more to say to one another. At last, it is announced over the telescreen in the bar that Oceania has won
an important victory in the war. Suddenly Winston feels himself purged, no longer running with the crowd in

the street but instead walking to his execution in the Ministry of Love. He can be shot now, for he at last
believes. He loves Big Brother.”
Content Warning: Commonsensemedia.org rates 1984 a 5/5 in violence, 4/5 in sexual content, 3/5 in
drinking, drugs, and smoking, and a 2/5 for language.
1984." Novels for Students, edited by Deborah A. Stanley, vol. 7, Gale, 1999, pp. 233-255. Gale Virtual
Reference Library, http://link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/CX2592000024/GVRL?
u=tel_k_hardinhs&sid=GVRL&xid=df708d72. Accessed 9 May 2018.

